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THE SENIOR CITIZEN

- Does he get what he legitimately deserves ?

- Do we give him what he needs as a matter of right ?
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Desperate Calls

NEEDS HELP FOR MEDICAL TREATMENT

Sri.P.Ayyappan, age 41 years is suffering from Cornory
Artery Disease, Triple Vessel Disease, mild to moderate
LV Dysfunction and he has to undergo bypass surgery at
the earliest. The estimated cost of the surgery is
Rs.1,80,000 at International Centre for Cardio Thoracic
and Vascular Disease, Chennai.

The cheque may be drawn in favour of The Frontier
Lifeline Pvt Ltd. A/c. Mr.P.Ayyappan and sent to Women’s
Welfare Syndicate,8/2, Avenue Road, Nungambakkam,
Chennai-600 034.

❖ ❖ ❖

BABY BOY UNDERGOES OPERATION FOR CANCER

Sri.Barath Raj age 2 years, has been diagnosed as
suffering from cancer. He was treated in Adyar Cancer
Hospital in Chennai and one of his leg is amputated and
the boy is in recovery stage.

Sri.Barath Raj belongs to very poor family.His father
is   an unskilled labourer and his grandmother is visually
impaired lady and his grandfather is unable to go for work
anymore due to old age.

Sri Barath Raj requires financial help to continue his
medical treatment.

Please help this baby boy.

Contact address: Sri.Barath Raj,
C/o.Sri.K. Arumugam (Grand Father)

105,Dharmaraja Koil Street, Thirunintravoor,
Tiruvallur District-602 024. Tamil Nadu

❖ ❖ ❖

DISABLED GIRLS NEEDS SUPPORT
FOR EDUCATION

Ms.Nishat Banu, is a disabled girl from poor family and
she is studying third year Biochemistry in S.Vellaichamy
Nadar College, Nagamalai, Madurai,Tamil Nadu.

Ms.Nishat Banu requests kind hearted persons for
financial help to continue her studies.

The cheque may be drawn in favour of S.Vellaichamy
Nadar College, Nagamalai, Madurai and sent to the
following   address:

Ms.Nishat Banu, D/o.Sri. I Rabi Ahamed,
303, NGGO Colony, Nagamalai Pudhukottai, Madurai-19

Ms.J.Meenakshi is a disabled girl and she has passed
+2 examination. Due to poverty conditions in the family
she has discontinued her B.A. studies.

She has working experience as a primary class teacher
for two years in a Middle School.

Ms.J.Meenakshi requests kind hearted persons for
financial help to undergo Primary Teacher’s Training
Course.

Contact address: Ms.J.Meenakshi,
D/o.Sri.M.Jayaraman,

Therani (P.O.) Kunnam (Tk), Peramballur Dist. Tamil Nadu.
❖ ❖ ❖

Ms.M.Sangeetha, age 16 years is
a disabled girl. She is studying XIth std.
(Science Group) in St.Joseph’s Girls’
Higher Secondary School, Dindigul.

Ms.M.Sangeetha requests kind
hearted persons for financial help for a
sum of Rs.2,730/- towards school
special fees, note books and uniform etc.

The cheque may be drawn in favour
of St.Joseph’s Girls’ Higher Secondary

School, Dindigul and sent to the following address

Sri.R.Ramalingam,
Secretary,

Welfare Association for Disabled,
45,M.S.P. Teacher’s Colony,Dindigul-624005

❖ ❖ ❖

Ms.M.Chitra is a disabled girl.She has
passed +2 examination in History group.

With the support of Nandini Voice For
The Deprived, Ms.Chitra has joined B.A.
(Economics) in Holy Cross College,
Trichy.The college tuition fees and caution
deposit for Hostel fees have been paid.

She needs further support for
continuing her studies.

The cheque may be drawn in favour of Holy Cross College,
Trichy and sent to the Editor, Nandini Voice For The Deprived

❖ ❖ ❖

Ms.G.Valarmathi is a disabled girl and she is studying
IV year Bachelor of Engineering (ECE) in Maruthi
Engineering College, Kolivakkam,Kancheepuram.

G.Valarmathi requests kind hearted persons for
financial help for a sum of Rs.20,500/- towards college
fees.

Demand draft may be drawn in favour of Maruthi
Engineering College, Kolivakkam,Kancheepuram and sent
to the following address

Ms.G.Valarmathi,
34, Thamalvar Cross Street, Kancheepuram-631 502

Limitless is the scope offered by nature and conditions in an impoverished society  to attain immortality by means of one’s own philanthropic
actions and charitable disposition . In simple terms, to help those in distress is a glorious opportunity  to make his or her  existence meaningful.
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BOY NEEDS SUPPORT FOR MEDICAL TREATMENT

Nandini Voice For the Deprived makes everyeffort to
ensure the credibility of appeals to the best of its ability
within its constraints  and limitations, through supporting
documents and physical verification where feasible. But, it
would be open to those desirous of helping the less
privileged ones to exercise their own  judgment and check
the veracity of the claims wherever possible.

EDITOR

NEEDS SUPPORT FOR MEDICAL TREATMENT

Sri.A.S.K.Natrajan’s eldest son Sri.Saibaba Natrajan,
age 43 years, unemployed underwent Brain Disorder
surgery in KEM Municipal Hospital, Mumbai.

Sri.Natrajan so far spent for his son’s treatment around
1.28 lakhs towards his medical treatment.

Sri.A.S.K.Natrajan, age 78 years retired from Indian
Airlines in 1987 and he is not receiving any pension.He
needs   financial support for the medical treatment for his
son.

For further details,please contact :
Sri.A.S.K.Natrajan,

202, F-6,Nupur Housing Society,
Sector-22, Koparkhairne, Navi Mumbai-400 709

Maharashtra, India

By 2026, the population of India is projected to touch
the 1.4 billion mark.

That is, if we would not take into account the frightening
prospects of HIV/AIDS claiming 11 to 16 million Indian
lives in the next 20 years. If this happens, the Indian
population will be around 1,384 million.

“The increase in 25 years is projected to be 36 percent
- from 1,029 million in 2001 to 1,400 million in 2026.As a
consequence, the density of population will increase from
313 to 426 persons per sq. km,” says the report of the
technical group of the National Commission on Population.

Male-Female ratio :
India is expected to continue with the heinous practice of

female foeticide and the report estimates that the sex ratio will
further decline from 933:1000 (women:men) in 2001 to 930:1000
by 2026.

While North India is expected to have a more
“masculine population” in terms of the male-female ratio,
Delhi will have the dubious distinction of having the lowest
sex ratio (789:1000) followed by Haryana (839) and Punjab
(840).Kerala will continue to have more women than men
and Tamil Nadu is expected to have the same number of
females to males by 2026.

During this 25-year period, declining fertility levels will
mean a decline in the population under 15 years from 35.4
percent to 23.4 percent; reducing children in the school
going age of 5-14 years from 243 million in 2001 to 222

million in 2026. But the 15-59 and above 60 age groups will
get larger.

Longer life spans will see senior citizens more than
doubling “from 71 million in 2001 to 173 million in 2026-
from 6.9 to 12.4 percent.”

The youth population (15-24) is expected to increase from
195 million in 2001 to 240 million in 2011 and then continue
to decrease to 224 million in 2026. “Its proportion to total
population is expected to fall from 19 percent in 2001 to 16
percent in 2026,” adds the report.

The population in the States of Haryana, Rajasthan, Uttar
Pradesh and Madhya Pradesh is projected to increase by 40
to 50 percent during 2021-2026, above the national average
of 36 percent.

The BIMARU States (Bihar, Madhya Pradesh,
Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh) will continue to have India’s
teeming millions; Uttar Pradesh will be the most populous
State with 249 million people by 2026.

Some highlights:
* Infant mortality rate, reported at 63 in 2002, is estimated
to decline to 61 during 2001-05 and fall further to 40 by 2025.
* Between 2001 and 2026, due to declining fertility, population
below 15 years will decline from 35.4 to 23.4 percent.

The youth population - 15-24 years - is expected to
increase from 195 million in 2001 to 240 million in 2011
and then decrease to 224 million in 2026; its proportion to
total population will fall from 19 percent in 2001 to 16 percent
in 2026.

THE THREATENING POPULATION EXPLOSION

Sri.G.Prabagaran, age 13 years, 8th std student is
suffering from sub acute sclerosing pan encephalitis
S.S.P.E. Temporary relief treatment has been given to him
in Pondicherry General Hospital.

Due to poverty conditions, the parents are not able to
give adequate medical treatment to the boy.

For further details, please contact: Sri.G.Prabagaran,
S/o.Sri.Gunasekaran, Varugupattu, Erayanur Post,

Tindivanam Tk, Villupuram district
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Bhagavan  Ramana  Maharishi
Note by the Recorder

In a very critical and distressing period
of his life, an humble devotee sought the
Presence of Bhagavan Sri Ramana
Maharshi, for his own peace of mind, and
lived in the Asramam with the kind

permission of the Sarvadhikari, Sri Niranjanananda Swami.
The seeker took it upon himself to note down, as occasions
arose, the sweet, refreshing and enlightening words of the
Master. This self-imposed task was undertaken for the
purification of his own mind and better understanding of
the subtle and profound words of Sri Bhagavan. Shortly
after, the Sarvadhikari officially took them over to the
Asramam. These notes covering the period 1935-39 are
included in the present volumes with the hope that some
readers may find them interesting and helpful in their
spiritual quest.

Recorder, Sri Ramanasramam, 1st January, 1955

The dialogue with the Bhagavan continues

20th June, 1936
213. Mr. B. C. Das asked why the mind cannot be

turned inward in spite of repeated attempts.

M.: It is done by practice and dispassion and that
succeeds only gradually. The mind, having been so long a
cow accustomed to graze stealthily on others’ estates, is
not easily confined to her stall. However much her keeper
tempts her with luscious grass and fine fodder, she refuses
the first time; then she takes a bit; but her innate tendency
to stray away asserts itself; and she slips away; on being
repeatedly tempted by the owner, she accustoms herself
to the stall; finally even if let loose she would not stray
away. Similarly with the mind. If once it finds its inner
happiness it will not wander outward.

15th October, 1938
551. A man asked Sri Bhagavan; “How is it that Atma

vidya is said to be the easiest?”

M.: Any other vidya requires a knower, knowledge and
the object to be known, whereas this does not require any
of them. It is the Self. Can anything be so obvious as that?
Hence it is the easiest. All that you need do is to enquire,
“Who am I?”

A man’s true name is mukti (liberation).

1st February, 1939
620. D.: “Not this - not this”. That is the teaching to

the seeker. He is told that the Self is Supreme. How is it to
be found?

M.: The Self is said to be the hearer, thinker, knower,
etc. But this is not all. It is also described as the ear of

ear, the mind of the mind, etc.; and by what means to
know the knower?

D.: But this does not say what the Self is.

M.: “Not this — not this”

D.: It only negates.

M.: (Silence).

The devotee complains that the Self is not pointed
out.

6th January, 1936

130. Lakshman Brahmachari from Sri Ramakrishna
Mission asked: Enquiry of ‘Who am I?’ or of the ‘I’-thought
being itself a thought, how can it be destroyed in the
process?

M.: When Sita was asked who was her husband among
the rishis (Rama himself being present there as a rishi) in
the forest by the wives of the rishis, she denied each one
as he was pointed out to her, but simply hung down her
head when Rama was pointed out. Her silence was
eloquent.

Similarly, the Vedas also are eloquent in ‘neti’ - ‘neti’
(not this-not this) and then remain silent. Their silence is
the Real state. This is the meaning of exposition of silence.
When the source of the ‘I’-thought is reached it vanishes
and what remains over is the Self.

D.: Patanjali Yoga Sutras speak of identification.

M.: Identification with the Supreme is the only the other
name for the destruction of the ego.

3rd January, 1937

Drops of Nectar

314. In yesterday’s answers, Sri Bhagavan said that
the Self is pure consciousness in deep slumber, and He
also indicated the Self of the transition from sleep to the
waking state as the ideal for realisation. He was requested
to explain the same. Sri Bhagavan graciously answered:
The Self is pure consciousness in sleep; it evolves as
aham (‘I’) without idam (‘this’) in the transition stage; and
manifests as aham (‘I’) and idam (‘this’) in the waking
state. The individual’s experience is by means of aham
(‘I’) only. So he must aim at realisation in the way indicated
(i.e., by means of the transitional ‘I’). Otherwise the sleep-
experience does not matter to him. If the transitional ‘I’ be
realised the substratum is found and that leads to the
goal.

Again, sleep is said to be ajnana (ignorance). That is
only in relation to the wrong jnana (knowledge) prevalent
in the wakeful state. The waking state is really ajnana
(ignorance) and the sleep state is prajnana (full knowledge).
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Prajnana is Brahman, says the sruti. Brahman is eternal.
The sleep-experiencer is called prajna. He is prajnanam
in all the three states. Its particular significance in the
sleep state is that He is full of knowledge (prajnanaghana).
What is ghana? There are jnana and vijnana. Both together
operate in all perceptions. Vijnana in the jagrat is viparita
jnana (wrong knowledge) i.e., ajnana (ignorance). It always
co-exists with the individual. When this becomes vispashta
jnana (clear knowledge), It is Brahman. When wrong
knowledge is totally absent, as in sleep, He remains pure
prajnana only. That is Prajnanaghana.

Aitareya Upanishad says prajnana, vijnana, ajnana,
samjnana are all names of Brahman. Being made up of
knowledge alone how is He to be experienced? Experience
is always with vijnana. Therefore the pure ‘I’ of the
transitional stage must be held for the experience of the
Prajnanaghana. The ‘I’ of the waking state is impure and
is not useful for such experience. Hence the use of the
transitional ‘I’ or the pure ‘I’.

How is this pure ‘I’ to be realised? Viveka Chudamani
says, Vijnana kose vilasatyajasram (He is always shining
forth in the intellectual sheath, vijnana kosa). Tripura
Rahasya and other works point out that the interval between
two consecutive sankalpas (ideas or thoughts) represent
the pure aham (‘I’). Therefore holding on to the pure ‘I’,
one should have the Prajnanaghana for aim, and there is
the vritti present in the attempt. All these have their proper
and respective places and at the same time lead to
realisation.

Again the pure Self has been described in Viveka
Chudamani to be beyond asat, i.e., different from asat.
Here asat is the contaminated waking ‘I’. Asadvilakshana
means sat, i.e., the Self of sleep. He is also described as
different from sat and asat. Both mean the same. He is
also asesha sakshi (all-seeing witness).

If pure, how is He to be experienced by means of the
impure ‘I’? A man says, “I slept happily”. Happiness was
his experience. If not, how could he speak of what he had
not experienced? How did he experience happiness in
sleep, if the Self was pure? Who is it that speaks of that
experience now? The speaker is the vijnanatma (ignorant
self) and he speaks of prajnanatma (pure self). How can
that hold? Was this vijnanatma present in sleep? His
present statement of the experience of happiness in sleep
makes one infer his existence in sleep. How then did he
remain? Surely not as in the waking state. He was there
very subtle. Exceedingly subtle vijnanatma experiences
the happy prajnanatma by means of maya mode. It is like
the rays of the moon seen below the branches, twigs and
leaves of a tree.

The subtle vijnanatma seems apparently a stranger to
the obvious vijnanatma of the present moment. Why should
we infer his existence in sleep? Should we not deny the
experience of happiness and be done with this inference?
No. The fact of the experience of happiness cannot be
denied, for everyone courts sleep and prepares a nice bed
for the enjoyment of sound sleep.

This brings us to the conclusion that the cogniser,
cognition and the cognised are present in all the three
states, though there are differences in their subtleties. In
the transitional state, the aham (‘I’) is suddha (pure),
because idam (‘this’) is suppressed. Aham (‘I’)
predominates.

Why is not that pure ‘I’ realised even now or even
remembered by us? Because of want of acquaintance
(parichaya) with it. It can be recognised only if it is
consciously attained. Therefore make the effort and gain
consciously.

With best Compliments from :

Address : 75, Nagdevi Cross Lane, 1st Floor, P.B.No. 3137. Mumbai - 400 003.
Tele. Off. 2343 8879/2340 1280,  Fax : 91-22-2341 0655,

E-mail : newagebearings@yahoo.co.in

NEWAGE BEARINGS PVT. LTD.

SKF/FAG
ZKL
URB
GPZ/MPZ

✶ ✶ ✶ ✶ ✶ BALL BEARINGS
✶ ✶ ✶ ✶ ✶ TAPER ROLLER BEARINGS
✶ ✶ ✶ ✶ ✶ NEEDLE ROLLER BEARINGS
✶ ✶ ✶ ✶ ✶ SPHERICAL ROLLER BEARINGS FOR ROLLING MILLS

HOUSE OF GENUINE BEARINGS UP TO 500 MM BORE
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In recent times, Dr. Manmohan singh has
been justifiably criticized for his leadership
or the lack of it. Even his best friends would
feel disappointed that Dr. Manmohan  Singh
is unable to utilize  the several advantages
that he has but is  wasting opportunities.
Seeing his reactions to the various issues
and the pressures being brought upon him,
one inevitably tends to think that he is not
conscious of his strengths and  lacks
confidence and political and administrative
acumen to govern this complex country.

What is the point in being a good person,
an honest person , a good economist etc. if
one would not be able to deliver or play the
role expected of him as leader of the
government.

The problem for Dr. Manmohan Singh is
not from outside his party but from within. His
colleagues have done greater damage to his
reputation and even comparatively junior
ministers seem to take him for granted.
Obviously, in such conditions, a good leader
would confront the adversaries and  call their
bluff ;but Dr. Manmohan singh appears to be
putting up with the insults , possibly thinking
that staying on in the position of the Prime
Minister as long as possible would itself be
an achievement.

Given the present conditions, the
Congress party and its allies would treat  Dr.
Manmohan singh with much more respect if
only he would assert himself. The
characteristics of a strong leader are the
capability to think strongly and intelligently
and show the determination to enforce his
ideas and directives.

The recent incident of a comparatively
junior cabinet minister invoking the name of
the Prime Minister to sack the Director of All
India Institute of Medical Sciences appear to
be the climax in the series of such events by
his colleagues to undermine his authority.

Dr. Manmohan  Singh should show himself
as a ‘legitimately angry man’ a la the Amitabh
Bachan of yesteryears, but unfortunately being
seen as an infinitely a tolerant man with
inexhaustible reservoir of patience .  In the
process, not only that Dr. Singh is suffering
humiliation but the administration of the
country is  losing direction, which is a big price
to pay for putting up with a typical  good man
as the Prime Minister.

Even now, it is not too late for Dr. Singh
to be making attempts to  assert himself. All
that he needs to do is to act by his gut feeling,
perhaps keeping his resignation letter in his
pocket and making it clear to everyone around
him that they need him much more than he
needs them.  He should particularly reveal
this attitude to the President of his party, who
conveniently chooses not to come to his
defence,when required most.

Indian society likes only an assertive
leader  and admires the strength even if the
person would be dishonest and corrupt. The
suffering people expect the leader to perform
and would always like to vote to power only
such a personality. Well,while it is not an ideal
situation at all times,it is perhaps to be
welcomed when such a leader is also
naturally benevolent.

While the odds for staying on as Prime
Minister for  Dr. Singh by being such a
benevolent leader is quite bright,  his days would
be numbered if he  continues to give the
impression of being nonassertive and one who
could be taken for a ride by all and sundry,one
who would succumb meekly to taunts
,coercions and threats.By displaying such an
attitude,Dr.Singh should realize that he would
be losing all the respectability and regard which
he has earned by stint of his commitment to
his profession over the years and that what
would stick in the annals of history is that he
lowered the dignity of his office like no other
PM before or possibly after him did.

DR. MANMOHANSINGH’S LEADERSHIP
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With the advancement of medical science, the longevity
of life is happily increasing all over the world and it is so
even in a country like ours where public health standards
are far from satisfactory and environmental hazards are
severe. At the same time, the longevity of life has brought
new problems, making one wonder as to whether living
long always provide happiness to the aged .

While it is a natural feeling for everyone to desire to
live long and postpone the inevitable date of death as much
as possible, those with long life but with poor resources
or inadequate family support find life conditions miserable.
The collapse of the joint family system in the country have
substantially contributed to the misery of the elderly.

With family size getting restricted and sons and
daughters becoming more and more interested in money
making  and  material affluence , the elderly  often find
that they are all left to fend for themselves. So long as the
health conditions remain reasonably good, the elderly pull
on, living with their children or occasionally visiting them.
If and when the health conditions would inevitably
deteriorate with the ageing process , the dependence of
the aged persons on the younger ones in the family increase
enormously. In such desperate conditions, they would find
that mere paid nurse cannot fill the gap and they need the
attention of the children. In the conditions of aged life, the
husband and wife depend on each other but both would
be physically weak and mentally fatigued.

Unfortunately, there are several instances when the
sons and daughters tend to become too busy to attend to
their elderly parents and do give the impression,rightly or
wrongly, that  they need the elderly parents only to look
after their own children . In such circumstances,  expensive
elderly homes have become a new business  opportunity
and such homes are springing up everywhere.

With the percentage of elderly population likely to
increase in the coming years and smaller family size
becoming the order of the day, looking after the aged
persons have become a national challenge. Perhaps, a
strong sensitization  campaign has become necessary
for the benefit of the younger generation , who should be
made to understand that taking care of the aged persons
is a truly an opportunity for them to demonstrate their
noble instincts and rich values.

But unfortunately,the society which has to take up a
lead role in such a campaign does not seem to realize the
importance of the issue,burdened as it is with numerous
such issues all having a psychological as well as
sociological ramifications in the days and years to come.

Problems of such a nature are only to be expected in a
society which becomes more and more prosperous
materially even as it becomes bankrupt spiritually.One has
to only observe with a discerning eye as to what is
happening in the advanced societies or the so called
developing world. The psychological trap of falling for
materialism irretrievably and not being able to come out of
it over time has led to numerous problems,mainly crisis of
values and the beating taken by the established order,with
the result that the problems of senior citizens as discussed
above has come to stay.

The Indian society, before it becomes too late should
realize that it will not be able to avoid such a trend in its
own backyard unless it wakes up early enough to face
the reality and take up measures to minimize the damage,if
it cannot be avoided altogether.

On such issues the leading institutions of the society
have to play a vital role and one which would make all the
difference to the measures being effective or not.
Sensitization programmes as mentioned above is bound
to be very effective only if it is undertaken by the
Government with huge outlays and its wide reach.But
unfortunately,our Governments seem to believe that only
problems sensational in nature such as the spread of AIDS
call for its urgent attention, though in a haphazard manner.
Those manning the  Government administration do not
seem to be enlightened enough to realize the existence
of problems which are socio psychological in nature. There
lies the difference between the quality of administrations
in advanced countries and the so called developing
countries which are ‘neither here nor there’, so to say.

While the Governments in the developed societies do
understand that governance is not exclusively about
economics and politics but would also encompass a whole
range of subjects at a micro level directly impinging upon
the wellbeing of  citizens belonging to all sections of its
society, it appears to be much to expect the Indian
politician or administrator to understand even such matters
which,after all would require only  minimum intellect to
understand.In such a scenario what are we to do to deal
with problems such as the one as mentioned above.

The only alternative for what it is worth, is for the
committed NGOs to take up such causes and spread the
message as may be desirable and required in the
circumstances. Thus a sustained campaign which would
highlight the plight of the senior citizens is bound to open
the eyes of the people belonging to the younger generation
and MAY perhaps provide some succour,however, limited
though it may be.

LIVING LONG, A BLESSING OR A CURSE ?
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Eligibility: Students at the college level all over Tamil
Nadu are eligible to participate

Language: Essay can be written either in English or
Tamil.

Size :The essay should not exceed 2000 words.

Nandini Voice For The Deprived, is highly concerned
about the fast spreading liquor habit, which is causing
enormous sufferings to the people   particularly the women
in the lower income group.

Nandini Voice for the Deprived finds that the practice
of liquor consumption, particularly amongst lower income
group , has taken deep roots in Tamil Nadu, severely
disrupting the fabric of several families. Large number of
women are facing harassment and physical violence from
the drunken husbands and education and welfare of the
children  are adversely affected. The health conditions of
the menfolk are also getting affected due to high level of
liquor consumption regularly, making it difficult for several
of them to take up  hardwork after the age level of 45.
With the Government itself marketing the liquor, the liquor
consumption is fast spreading in Tamil Nadu, particularly
amongst the youth which is a disturbing sign.

Last date for submission : 30th August ,2006

Prizes : Five of the best entries would be selected for
awarding cash prizes.

Presentation of the findings : The prize winning
students would be invited to present their findings in a
meeting on 2nd October,2006 at Chennai.

The recent study by Nandini Voice For The Deprived
has brought out the fact that the economy and peace in
thousands of poor families in Tamil Nadu have been nearly
wiped out due to the practice of menfolk consuming liquor
in a big way.Such conditions will do tremendous harm to
the fibre and fabric of the society in Tamil Nadu before
long, if this evil practice were to be left unchecked.

Nandini Voice For The Deprived wants to give an
opportunity to the student community in Tamil Nadu to
express their views on the subject and encourage them to
think on this vital social issue, as the students have a big
stake in the future of the society.

As part of it’s campaign against the liquor consumption
in Tamil Nadu, Nandini Voice For The Deprived would
organise an Oratorical Competition for school students
and Essay Competition for college students in Tamil Nadu
on the following subject.

CAMPAIGN FOR PROHIBITION IN TAMIL NADU

ESSAY AND ORATORICAL COMPETITION FOR STUDENTS

ESSAY COMPETITION FOR  COLLEGE STUDENTS
ON

“SOCIAL IMPLICATIONS OF FAST SPREADING
LIQUOR  CONSUMPTION  IN TAMILNADU”

Eligibility : Students studying in 11th and 12th std in
Government owned schools or Corporation/Municipality/
Panchayat owned schools or Government aided schools.

Methodology: The oratorical competition will be
conducted in two stages.

In the first stage, the competition would be conducted
in different centres in  Tamil Nadu, where all the interested
students would be invited to participate.

A few students would be shortlisted and they would
be invited for final stage of competition that would be
conducted at different centres in Tamil Nadu.

Last date for registration :   30th August, 2006

Prizes : Total of 10 prizes would be awarded.

ORATORICAL COMPETITION FOR SCHOOL STUDENTS IN TAMIL NADU
ON

“HOW TO ERADICATE DRINKING EVIL IN TAMIL NADU?”
The best three prize winning students would be invited to

speak during a meeting at Chennai on 2nd October 2006 on
Gandhi Jayanthi Day, when the prizes would be distributed.

Further details, can be obtained from

N.S.VENKATARAMAN,
TRUSTEE,

NANDINI VOICE FOR THE DEPRIVED,
M-60/1, IV Cross Street,  Besant Nagar,  Chennai-600 090

Phone: 24916037/24961346/24961792,
Fax: (91-44)24916037

e-mail:nsvenkat@md4.vsnl.net.in,
nandini@giasmd01.vsnl.net.in

Web: www.nandinivoice.org
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In recent times, there have been repeated reports
about the misbehaviour of police personnel at different
levels all over the country.  In the past, we have known
about police men misbehaving with women in the police
stations, custodial deaths and corruption.  The recent news
item that bribery is rampant within the police departments
themselves for the purpose of  getting promotions, transfers
etc. as published in the Chennai edition of The New Indian
Express is highly disturbing . What is even more intriguing
is the fact that any responsible officer in the police
department or minister in charge of the police department
have not considered it necessary to  refute these reports
and their silence is truly deafening.  This obviously makes
one think that there is great factual substance in these
reports.

In today’s conditions, it requires extraordinary courage
and conviction for the media to expose such misdeeds of
police men  who are perceived to be ‘omnipotent’ by the
common man. The sections of the  press which show
initiatives to expose the misdeeds of the police men
deserve to be supported by the public.

Unfortunately, the politicians in power misuse the police
force to settle scores with the opponents. The elite IPS
officers  belonging to All India Services and are supposed
to be well trained and motivated, succumb to such
pressures of politicians and do not prevent the police
machinery at various levels from being used by the
politicians. The top police officers, instead of resisting the
political interference, often make use of the contact with
the politician in power to get personal benefits for
themselves.

The victims of the dishonest and oppressive police
machinery are largely the poor people  who are often picked
up by the police men on one pretext or the other. Lacking
financial money power and any strength of any kind, the
poor persons and more so the women belonging to the
poor families dread the police force , particularly in the
rural areas. As the most visible arm of the Government,
an oppressive police machinery would have the effect of
shattering the morale of the common man and make him
lose faith in the system  shaking the confidence of the
people in the fairness of the government machinery as a
whole.

There have been several debates and discussions in
the past about reforming the police departments but nothing

Police Machinery in decay – Whom to blame?
much has happened. The paradox is that politicians of all
hues and shades acknowledge the merits of the report
submitted by the B.F.Rustomjee,the revered police officer
who was also the chief of the BSF.The recommendations
of the only commission ever to be constituted to suggest
police reforms are considered to be truly worthwhile by
knowledgeable men,but still the report has not seen the
light of the day.Numerous are such reports submitted by
experts in this country most of which remain in cold
storage.This is a classic demonstration of the lack of
willingness  on the part of the politician to act upon
recommendations  purely based on merit and experience.

India is in dire need of administrative reforms and the
police machinery in this country is even in greater need of
such reforms.If anarchy is not to set in, in this country,it
is of crucial importance that police force is not seen as
one more oppressive organ of the STATE,but as truly a
friend of the common man.But  the age old wise
management dictum, ‘The management is always
responsible for productivity’ whose tacit suggestion is that
the administration or the management should have the
imagination to assess the situation at the ground level
and take corrective measures as the situation warrants,
is most relevant in the case of the current police
administration not just in one state but all over the country.
The reason is not far to seek and are all too well known
and have all been clearly documented in the Rustomjee
report submitted as early as about three decades back.
But we are still waiting for its recommendations to be given
effect as in the case of numerous other reports confined
to the Government archives.

It is high time that the various state Governments
without waiting for the Centre to give directions,take their
own measures to reform the police administration keeping
the Rustomjee report recommendations as their guidelines.
For example,in Tamilnadu the State administration seems
willing to try out the system of open prison which is an
important component  of the Prison reforms process.But
in doing so,the Government should realize that half hearted
measures would do more harm than good.Hence,any
steps towards reform should be a wholehearted attempt
by the Government done after due deliberations. It would
be in the interest of the  politician,particularly those
belonging to the ruling party to realize that it is bound to
reap them rich harvest in the form of popular support to
any such measures in the long run.
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‘Nandini’ has raised the question
in the context of the stand taken by
the Hon’ble President on the legislation
‘Office of Profit’ in the event of the bill
being passed a second time without
material alterations. The only
unequivocal answer is, ‘He should not’.

This answer flows out as naturally
as water gushes out of the brimful
reservoir when sluice gates are opened.

To quit the august office in the event
of the Parliament sending back the
legislation in entirely a second time is
neither Constitutional need nor will it
be in the interest of good governance
and the interest of nation.

The President has constitutional
right and need to advise, instruct and
even warn. So long as he does it to the
full gaze and admiration of the nation,
when time needs it, when situation
warrants it, when questionable political
action demands it, he escapes from the
honour of being a ‘rubber stamp’. When
he fulfills his constitutional role, his
duty ends whether the Parliament
takes his advice in earnest or not,
whether political segments react and
respond to his well-intentioned advice,

To resign in the event of the
Parliament not responding well shall,
incidentally, be surrender to the unjust.The
image of the President stands raised to
dizzy heights of political morality. He
receives copious praise, expressed or
inwardly felt honestly by knowledgeable
and sincere citizens, for his considered
act of returning the Legislation, in spite of
the fact that it seems to enjoy 100%
political support. If the Bill is passed again,
it is the Parliament to own the blame in
entirety. Why should the President quit?
His genuine apprehensions are recorded.
There his role ends.

Personally If feel that his spending
his impressionable days of youth in
Rameswaram, which is a Symbol of
the Integration of Bharat’ and his brilliant
life thereafter help him in arriving at
sane decisions in the interest of the
nation. May his good counsels prevail!

In comparison to the President, the
Prime Minister fares poorly. A Prime
Minister should be seen as primus inter
pares. This is visibly absent.Sad, it is.
A good man but a poor image! It is sad
indeed! I see in him, rightly or wrongly,
the replica of a picture of ‘Sita amidst
demonesses’! Can the nation afford to
wait for the arrival of a Hanuman!

SHOULD THE PRESIDENT QUIT ?
[‘Garland’ N.Rajagopalan, IAS Rtd.]

The big threat facing the long term
prospects of India is that most sections
of the country men are not concerned
about the national and social issues and
do not  think beyond the interests of
themselves and their families. So long
as the problems do not reach their home
and their kith and kin would not be
affected by the events, they look at the
issues as subjects of mere curiosity and
without any involvement in any form. The
deplorable conditions do not agitate
them and the angry Indian in the national
scenario is conspicuous by his absence.

Many deplorable incidents are taking
place all over the country everyday and
the media and the news papers find it
difficult to accommodate all of them due
to the time and space constraints. The
incidents of rape, which represent the
worst form of crime do not seem to shock
the nation any more and the people read
the headlines on the incidents of rape
and then pass on to read another
headlines of similar incident.

national shame , the hope for the future
can certainly not be bright. It is tragic to
find a situation where the biggest
offenders remain unchallenged and the
common men live like inert masses.

It is often said  that the country gets
the type of government that it deserves
and this seems to be what is happening
in India today.

Angry people have to emerge out of
this chaotic national scenario and such
angry people would inevitably be
intolerant to immoral and dishonest
practices and would be willing to fight for
the cause making personal  sacrifices.
The protestors are bound to suffer
physically and mentally, as the negative
forces would challenge them. If there
would be quality in the country , such
angry men would emerge all by
themselves. One tends to suspect that
in the present situation where angry men
are not coming out into the open in the
manner  in which it is required , is it a
reflection on the overall quality of a
decaying  society ?

Alas !  Where is the ‘Angry Indian’ ?
Newspapers and media freely report
about the increasing drug abuses in the
country without anybody bothering to
curtail them. News about monumental
corruption are being told, without causing
any semblance of anger amongst the
public. The worst thing is that the rapists,
the murderers and the corrupt persons
walk merrily holding their head high as if
they are heroes and not offenders.

The recent incident relating to the
Rahul  Mahajan taking drugs is a case in
point where instead of deploring and
condemning the incident, the people
were fed with the news as if it is a national
event. The former Prime Minister went to
the extent of sympathizing with the
offender with the mind revolting theory
that ‘youngsters do go astray, but have to
be reformed’. Well,it could certainly be
appreciated better if he ever said the
same thing about somebody like for
example ‘the Late Sanjay Gandhi’.

With a mass of docile and lethargic
public not reacting to the events of

instruction and warning favourably or
not. The ball of righteous governance
is then in their respective courts.

Once the President had discharged
his duty, it is for the other ‘Estates of
the Realm’, viz., the Parliament and the
Government to react and discharge their
duties in the interest of the nation.. The
President need not continue to sit in
judgment over the reaction of the
Parliament once his role had been
performed with righteous dignity. If the
Parliament passes the bill in conformity
with the advice of the President with
such deviations as may be needed,
‘again in the interest of good
governance’, it behoves well. If not, its
tainted role shall stand highlighted
before the people. The government with
inside and outside supports may do
anything and one need not be surprised
if it does not act righteously. On various
issues, the supporting parties allow it
to be implemented in and outside the
Parliaments and threaten to stage
opposition in front of government
offices.That is the acid test of the
governance of the day. Perhaps it is the
joke of the era!
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The act of starting NGOs is  certainly noble, since it
is motivated by the inclination of people to think beyond
themselves and feel concerned about the sufferings of fellow
human beings and the adverse factors haunting the society.
Such persons represent the ray of hope for  the poor and
downtrodden and  enrich the quality of life of the people
belonging to lower segments of the society.

But in the recent past,complaints have been aired
regarding the fact that a  number of NGOs  have nothing
but selfish motives for pursuing activities which are not
necessarily in the interest of the society nor are they  done
with any great altruistic motives.Several of such NGOs
have also been blacklisted by the Government.The other
trend that has been observed is that starting an NGO for
some stated purpose is found to be a convenient method
to remain in the limelight .The promoters of such NGOs
are not so much interested in the cause as such,but only
in gaining popularity for themselves and garnering personal
wealth as well,if possible, in the process. Running an NGO,
coming as it does, without any great accountability to any
significant formal authority or the society is an added
attraction.

While one cannot be faulted for trying to gain popularity
and establish good image for oneself,what is not acceptable
is to take the convenient NGO route for  attaining other
goals such as to become a prominent public figure or to
become a force to reckon with in the society. The
bottomline is that NGOs should not have materialistic
considerations as their primary objective.Unfortunately,for
most of the NGOs this is not the case and the fact remains
that they all manage to secure great financial comfort for
themselves with the help of  liberal funding from donors
both domestic and foreign.The huge funding from abroad
totally disproportionate to the amount of work done in most
of the cases, eventually goes to the coffers of the NGOs
essentially enabling the promoters or the trustees to have
an unfettered right over access to such funds.

 Hence,it will not be a surprise to know that there is
stiff competition among some of the NGOs engaged in
similar activities to act one up  upon another.For
instance,there is  a case of an NGO trying to  intimidate
one of its employees, a social worker himself,when he
after learning ‘the tricks of the trade’sought to float one
himself.However,nothing effective could be done to prevent
the successful ‘venture’ of the formal employee who
eventually managed to float one and establish it remarkably
well within a short span of time. The approach is

simple,organize a  few functions,calling celebrities from
the tinsel world ,manage  to get it covered by the leading
newspapers and well he truly arrives on the scene.
Compromise totally bereft of principles,psychophancy and
being prepared to stoop to any level is a sure recipe for
success over a period of time for such ‘entrepreneurs’.

The other development in the recent years has been
the emergence of NGOs floated by senior retired
bureaucrats after enjoying several years of power and
prestige in the government. The ostensible reason is
obviously social service,but in reality the motive is to
somehow remain in the limelight unable to reconcile
oneself to go into oblivion after being in positions of
importance and power for a number of  years.Again,nothing
bars or prevents a  retired senior bureaucrat to be engaged
in such activities,but what is important is the sincerity of
purpose behind such activities.The motives in such cases
appear to be to exploit the contacts cultivated over years
with the Government and other agencies to get grant and
donations without any great accountability.

Such developments ,undesirable as they are,make it
difficult for committed social service activists and spoil
the  image of  several well meaning NGOs, as those without
knowledge about the realities on ground are tempted to
paint everyone with the same brush.  As a result raising
resources for noble causes become extremely difficult for
the genuine social activists as the society itself becomes
skeptical of their activities.

It is necessary that the NGOs should develop a code
of conduct for themselves and function with transparency.
Social service without motives would considerably enhance
the quality  of the service and create confidence amongst
the donors as well as the needy .

NGOs should also be careful in spending resources
raised through donations and avoid lavish and unnecessary
expenditures. Simple life style should be the hallmark of
NGO’s activity. One often comes across instances when
NGOs go for fund raising campaign to construct massive
buildings , where the expenses could be substantially
reduced by constructing simple structures or even availing
the facilities of rental buildings.  Obviously, the money
spent on such luxurious outfits  could be better spent in
helping the cause of the downtrodden.

In today’s conditions in India where the poverty is
enormous and acute and the government machinery
suffers from indiscipline and characterlessness,  NGOs
perhaps are as a beacon of light by the poor and the

CHASING REWARDS AND RECOGNITION
- WHAT THE NGOS  SHOULD NOT DO

A person who has done a meritorious deed will lose the resulting merit if he listens to praise of others
or himself boasts of his deeds.                                                                                Kanchi  Paramacharya
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disadvantaged.  As there is no entry barrier for NGOs,
there is no way of ensuring that people with lofty motives
alone would start  NGO activities.

By being transparent  and focusing entirely on their
work, quality NGOs should distinguish themselves from
others.

It would always be better if NGOs would not excessively
focus on fund raising but concentrate on the work in the
best way possible for them in the particular circumstances.
It is wrong to think that the resources are  the be all and
end all of an NGO activity  and hence resorting to  fund
raising all the time is of absolute importance. It is
unfortunate that several NGOs are reported to have
employed people to raise funds for their activities which is
against the spirit of social service.

The kind hearted persons are looking for good NGOs
to share their income. Those doing good service are bound
to be recognized sooner or later and funds would arrive on
its own from known and unknown sources. The NGO
activity is essentially spiritual in nature and  their
management  should not be carried out like a corporate
activity with commercial motives.

Unfortunately, in India unlike in developed countries ,
there are a host of activities totally unregulated by the

Government where there is no accountability at all or any
meaningful supervision by the Government.It is high time
NGO activities should be brought under the category of
regulated occupations and it should be made mandatory
to seek Government’s sanction to start an NGO.

Unfortunately,NGOs are considered to be holy cows
in our country,so much so it has become the easiest
approach to make it big in public life. One is reminded of
the complaint with derision, voiced by an American donor
a few years ago, about which there was  an elaborate
write up in one of the national newspapers. The American
was reported to have remarked  that whenever he had an
opportunity to discuss the social conditions of the poor in
India with a social activist, he  always expected to be
asked for financial assistance during the  course of the
conversation.

Hence,it is high time the Government enacts fresh and
clear policy guidelines to regulate the affairs of NGOs and,
on regulatory aspects that are already in force,ensure that
they are enforced without any compromise.Only then the
spirit of NGO would be able to survive and  would they be
able to make a meaningful change and transformation to
the conditions of the downtrodden and the disadvantaged
sections of the society.

It is news which might just might put a smile
on the face of those who think they are underpaid.
Scientists have found that having a high salary
does not necessarily make you much happier. In
fact, big earners spend less time just enjoying
themselves than their colleagues with smaller pay
packets.

Those who seek higher salaries end up
spending a disproportionate amount of their day
on unpleasant activities such as commuting and
not enough on simply having fun, said the
researchers from Princeton University in the US.

For their study, the results of which are
published in the journal Science, the team
surveyed 900 women on varying incomes. Each
was asked to record her activities the previous day
and how she felt at the time. This allowed scientists
to work out how much of the time each woman
spent in a bad mood.

Affluent People Can Make Money
But At The Cost Of Happiness Only

- FINDINGS OF THE STUDY
The women were also asked to predict the

grumpiness levels of people in certain income
brackets. Most expected those earnings less than
Pound 11,000 a year to spend more than half of
their time in a bad mood. In fact, such women felt
grumpy for only a third of the time. The researchers
say this shows that most of us vastly exaggerate
the effect that income has on happiness levels.

The researchers then surveyed another 810
women, asking them to record their experiences,
their income and how satisfied they were with life.
This study showed that those who earned more
tended to rate themselves as being more satisfied
but this was not borne out by their day to day
fluctuations of good and bad moods.

Researchers Alan Krueger said: “if people have
high income they think they should be satisfied
and reflect that in their answers. Income, however,
matters very little for moment to moment
experience.
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One of the basic needs of man is what is known as
Social need,said Abraham Maslow. Man has a compulsive
Psychological need to socialize with other men according
to Maslow,though this is  a need at a lower level . Socrates
described man as a social animal. Somebody else quipped
that if a man is not sociable,what is left of him is only
animal instincts. The  fact remains that man cannot live
apart from society which means that there has to be an
emotional integration for every man with his society.Can
there be any emotional integration without matching
obligations ? While every individual has some kind of natural
expectations from the society, seldom does the individual
realizes that he himself has his own obligations to the
society for its overall well being.Without the society being
in a healthy state,the well being of an individual could not
be sustained in the long run. The failure of the individual
man to identify himself with the overall causes of the society
has indeed been the reason for numerous bloody
revolutions to erupt in different parts of the world over a
period of time in history.

Religious tenets say that the interests of the family of
an individual should take precedence over the interests of
the individual himself.But the interests of the society in
which a man lives should take precedence over the
interests of one’s own family ,but going still further the
interests of one’s own nation should be accorded higher
consideration over the interests of the society of which an
individual is a part. Oh,What a noble thought where the
emphasis is the overall glory and robust health of the entire
nation without any scope for any petty bickerings and
narrow chauvinism.

But the common thread in all this is that the
individualistic streaks of Man is pushed to the background
and treated as something not desirable. Perhaps
debatable. Debatable, if one takes  into account the fact
that the nature of this world is determined by men who do
not compromise,who are all nonconformist,who are all
people with high self esteem (distinctly different from vanity,
arrogance and an overbearing attitude)about
themselves,who all would know as to what they want and
where they are headed for and where their actions would
lead them to.

Thirukkural,the universally respected work of the much revered  sage poet
Thiruvalluvar consists of 1330 verses and are divided into 133 chapters.
Sri N.S.Sankararaman has been writing a series of articles on the essence of Thirukkural
commencing from the Feb.2003 issue.The topic for the current issue titled ‘
SOCIETY AND THE INDIVIDUAL’ is the last  essay written by the author on the
subject.Sri.N.S.Sankararaman could be contacted at paramhams03@vsnl.netThirukkural

Society and the Individual

It is no irony that the actions and thoughts of the men
as described above, are not generally approved by the
society or looked upon with admiration, unless and until,
of course,the society is forced to eat a humble pie over  a
period of time and follow in the footsteps of  ‘their leader’.
Hence,the ideal answer to the seemingly contrary
positions is that the strengths of the individual,where they
exist, should be made use of by the society for which the
society must have the ability to identify and recognize the
individual strengths of its members..Well, but then,if an
individual member is  stubbornly individualistic which is
as a result of an unconscious need only to pander to his
inflated Ego,he is readily rejected by the society as a
man of no consequence and not one who is to be
encouraged. Thus man indeed has his social obligations
to the society and a need to be socially conscious. There
cannot be a  brighter illustration of such social
consciousness than what used to be said about Deendayal
Upadhyay,one of the erstwhile leaders of Jansangh who,it
is said, would lose his peace over the conditions of the
impoverished masses languishing in the extreme vagaries
of climatic conditions of UP, even as he would  try to grab
sleep in his comfortable bedroom.

In treating the subject of man as an individual and his
duties towards the society,Thiruvalluvar says, though , not
in so many words, about the kind of attitude that one
should adopt towards the society in which he lives. The
benevolent man should not seek  anything in return from
the society.Just like the clouds do not get anything in
return from Mother earth for the rainfall that it showers on
the latter.. Service to the society is to be considered as
one’s own natural obligation to the society and nothing
extraordinary,implies Valluvar in his own words in the
chapter titled ‘OPPURAVARIDHAL’   meaning ‘ THE
KNOWLEDGE OF WHAT BEFITS A MAN’S POSITION
IN THE SOCIETY

KAIMARU VENDAAKKADAPPARU MARIMATTU
ENNATRU KOLLONGUALGU

Thiruvalluvar suggests a very good reason for one to be
motivated to acquire wealth. Wealth acquisition itself should be
only for the purpose of serving the society, as otherwise,wealth
would have no worthwhile reason to be pursued.
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OTHARIVAAN OIRVAZHAVAN MATRIAAN

SETHARUL VEIKKAPPADUM

By the above verse,Thiruvalluvar advises that only the
one who knows his natural duties which oblige him to be
benevolent and kind hearted to the needy members of the
society would be treated as the living .All the others without
social consciousness would be treated as the dead by the
society.Well,it is not difficult to agree more on what is said
as above.Only those who have concern for other members
of the society would get reciprocal treatment from the other
members of the society. The presence of all the others is
not taken cognizance of by the society as a whole,though
they may get individual consideration and recognition.

CONCLUSION:  Valluvar’s emphasis on many a
verse are wonderful and thoughtprovoking treatises
on the manner in which an individual should relate
himself to the world and the society he lives in. All the
morals and words of wisdom are directly related to
the desirable  manner of interaction of an individual
with the society .The ultimate objective is of course
the smooth, harmonious and peaceful existence of
man within himself and with the world around him,in
order that the society has an orderly existence and so
that chaos would not reign supreme.Individualism is
not discouraged but a perspective from the society’s
viewpoint for its own benefit is given prirority over
individualistic aspirations.

The variety of perspectives in the manner in which
Thirukkural could be interpreted is infinite,perhaps

as many as the human mind could and would be
able to conceive depending upon the nature of
individual mental make up and other vagaries of
one’s personality.But the realistic truth about  the
impossibilities of misinterpreting a variety of
messages to serve questionable motives and to justify
illintentioned actions cannot be lost sight of.

 Hence,it is not humanly possible to provide
exhaustive interpretations of the entire work of
Tirukkural as the scope for such interpretation could
stretch as much as man’s ingenuity itself and this
would be comparable in complexity to an exhaustive
study of our religious scriptures themselves. Hence,let
me conclude with this brief note,my modest attempt
at interpreting verses from some select chapters
which I thought have  practical relevance and
meaning in the contemporary times , to the best of
my ability.I am indeed conscious of the fact that some
of my interpretations and ideas might not be
considered accurate in popular perception, might be
considered as deviating from the essential message
of KURAL and so on,but taking into   account the fact
that  the limitations of  human intelligence also makes
various perspectives on issues interesting and
debatable,so much so that every conclusion is
subjective and that nothing could be considered
correct or accurate from every viewpoint,I seek the
indulgence of the readers to the limitations of this
series of essays over a period of time.

The large number of poor people in India due to the
growing disparity in income and opportunities is a ticking
time bomb that governments dare not ignore. The United
Nations said recently that the world will pass a critical
point in 2007 when the majority of its 6 billion people will
be urbanised. One-third of them will be slum dwellers
overlooked by governments and with no prospects of
improvement.

When a critical mass of people live in extremely difficult
and unhygienic conditions and if they would not be
empowered, then they will empower themselves through
revolution.

To avoid the consequent chaos, violence and
uncertainty, it is necessary to empower the poor people.

The poor people, living below the poverty line, face
multiple disadvantages and feel increasingly frustrated
being near to services, durable housing and the seat of

Poor People - A ‘Living Time Bomb’
political power but having no access to any of them. This
is leading to rising divisions and tensions between the
“haves” and “have nots” in burgeoning towns and cities
and rural areas.

The number of people living below the poverty line (BPL)
in the country continues to remain in the range of 22 to 23
crore or more.

This suggests that the series of poverty alleviation
programmes undertaken by the Government between
1993-94 and 2004-05 have had only a minimal impact on
the real economic situation of a larger section of the
population.

The preliminary estimates of the 2004-05 NSS thick
sample survey shows that while the percentage of Below
Poverty Line population has come down between 1993-
94 and 2004-05, in terms of net number of people the
situation remains alarming.
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Readers’ forum

CAMPAIGN FOR PROHIBITION
Dear Sir,

Government as well as traders are
earning money largely by selling
alcohol to the people. Now a days
alcoholism has become a fashion in the
society.Thus, Government is producing
hundreds and thousands of liquor
addict parents, men and women.

In olden days, toddy shops used
to be out of the village or town. The
arrack shops too used to be located in
a dirty corner of towns.The customers
used to clad their head and face while
going to toddy shop in shame.

Today many streets and roads are
having not less 2 or 3 shops.Even very
stylish market halls are having
separate stalls to sell alcohol. It is
shame that women customers too are
coming in their four wheelers dressed
in their best.

What is the remedy?
D.Vedamuthu, Chennai-600 020

KARUNANIDHI SHOULD MAKE
HIMSELF A ROLE MODEL

Dear Sir,
Our current Chief Minister is one

of the oldest of the Chief Ministers in
our country. He rules a mammoth state
for the sixth time, flooded with
experiences and expertise. He can be
a role model to all other Chief Ministers
all over India.

The cursed tradition of mud slinging
and mutual accusations should cease.

The Tamil Nadu Chief Minister should
systematically expand and improve the
training of his ministers to respond to
people’s quality requirements even more
promptly with a clean vision to provide
faster service to people.Focussing on our
people in his thoughts and actions, he
should aim at making them more
successful and prosperous.More
industries in rural areas and special
requirements of our peasants should shift
government attention to higher gear with

CASE FOR A PARADIGM SHIFT IN
AGRICULTURE

Dear Sir,
Our country essentially is heavily

reliant on Agriculture and its influence
over the health of the economy is
significant. About 71.4% of our
population is engaged in this vocation
for a living. Yet most of the
agriculturists are in abject poverty.

With abysmal state of affairs of the
farmers, how can Agricultural develop
to add muscle to fuel the economic
growth?

Growth in Agriculture cannot come
the way it is     structured to day.

 Agriculture will need to be thought
as an Industry. Just as steel making
or cloth making was initially started by
nomads, and later improved by the
businessmen in the organized sector.
The suggested model revolves around
the life of the farmer instead of just
assisting him to market his produce
or contract farming and buying back
the produce. The magnitude of problem
he faces revolves around in just
utilizing his land. This is the central
issue that needs attention with deep
understanding. Let us examine the
proposition of corporate taking to
farming as a business model.

* To begin a public limited
company can be registered in the area
with 10000 hectares of land available
for it. Land owners can be allotted
shares after lands are converted into
convenient lots sizes. ‘Usage rent’ can
be paid for the land. This will give him
money for his daily needs.

* A demat type account be
made for the lands and farmers can
be allowed to buy or sell as presently.

* Apply best of technology and
grow most apt produce to maximise
output.

* With these measures the
farmer psyche will turn around for
motivated and happy living. His
productivity will also be at its best
most conducive to the enterprise.

* The corporate is bound to
profit by the operation. It can declare
dividend and this will form the third
source of revenue to the farmer.
S.Raghavan,Chennai

Readers’ forum provides space for the enlightened readers  and well wishers of
NANDINI VOICE FOR THE DEPRIVED to give expression to their views on a variety of
socio economic issues that is of relevance to the society.

Further enrichment of the journal with your thoughtful inputs would certainly
go a long way in promoting the cause that the journal seeks to espouse.

people focus programmes and precisely
defined objectives.

The offer of rice at Rs.2/- per kg or
a TV cannot achieve the infrastructure
for development and growth. On the
other hand, prohibition, primary
schools, public health centre,
sanitation,irrigation facility,public
transport, roads etc in every village and
employment will ultimately make the
state shining for ever.

Our President is showing the
ways.The Prime Minister is not behind
although his hands are tied by vested
interests of fascist tendencies.

We are all for a bright tomorrow.
Once we embellish our country with
primary schools, public health centres,
water, electricity, roads, transportation,
industries etc our people below poverty
line will find better living conditions.

Nandini Voice For The Deprived
should merit the attention of politicians
and all others.The publication is a
wonder of all wonders, Let us wake up
to its clarion call.
K.N.Narayana Pillai, Chennai-600 004

Dear Sir,
‘Voice for the deprived’ is a good

term since the honest voice of millions
stands suffocated and stifled and the
people continue amidst starvation and
beggary.
N.Rajagopalan, IAS Rtd.,   Chennai-20

DISSERTATION ON MARXISM
Dear Sir,

You have given an extraordinary
dissertation on Marxism The article
made delightful reading covering the
entire horizon on Marxist philosophy
and the role of Buddhadeb.

On the whole, it was a feast to go
through the July issue of Nandini.

May you live long to hold the
banner for many many years to come.
V.Kesavalu, Chennai-42
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If undelivered, please return to
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Nandini Institute of Chemical Industries
M-60/1, 4th Cross Street,
Besant Nagar, Chennai - 600 090.

Many well meaning people do not lack  the desire to help fellow citizens who suffer from poverty and
hunger.  But they really do little, perhaps not knowing how to.

Nandini Voice For The Deprived, edited by technocrats and professionals, provide you a meaningful
forum to help the cause of the deprived. Please subscribe for the journal and support the efforts.

DD should be drawn in favour of :

NANDINI VOICE FOR THE DEPRIVED
and sent to:  M60/1,  IV Cross Street,
Besant Nagar, Chennai - 600 090.
Tel : 2496 1346 / 2496 1792,
E-mail : nandini@giasmd01.vsnl.net.in,
nsvenkat@md4.vsnl.net.in
Website : nandinivoice.tripod.com

Thanks

N.S. VENKATARAMAN
Chief Editor

PERIODICALS
We look forward to your support and encouragement.

Discount

40% for twelve consecutive insertions
and  25% for six consecutive insertions

Advertisement tariff
Full Page Half Page Quarter Page
Rs.1500/-  Rs.1000/- Rs.700/-

Annual Subscription -  Rs. 100/- for twelve issues

PLEASE SUPPORT NANDINI VOICE FOR THE DEPRIVED

- The ticking time bomb,
Nation bursting at the seams

- Not just another problem,
But the most serious one ,
crying for immediate attention
from the policy planners

THE BURGEONING POPULATION GROWTH


