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SWAMI VIVEKANANDA SPEAKS

Clear the w ay, The Lord does the rest

T
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Education is the manifestation of the perfection
already in man. Religion is the manifestation of the
Divinity already in man.

Therefore, the only duty of the teacher in both cases
is to remove all obstructions from the way. Our duty is
to clear the way. The Lord does the rest.
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Gtta is laid open for all caste and colour

Read the Gita and the Sutras of Wasa or get some
one to read them to you. In the Gita, the way is laid
open to all men and women, to all caste and colour.
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Let fame and money go

Hold your money merely as custodian for what is
Gods. Have no attachment for it. Let name and fame
and money go; they are a terrible bondage.

Feel the wonderful atmosphere of freedom. You
are free, free, free! Oh, blessed am I! Freedom am !
| am the I nfinite! In my soul, | can find no beginning
and no end. All is my Self. Say this unceasingly.
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Why so much difference made
between men and women
Itis v ery difficult to understand why in this country
so much difference is made between men and women,
whereas the Vedanta declares that one and the same
conscious Zlf is present in all beings.

You always criticize the women, but say what have
you done for their uplift? Binding them by hard rules,
the men have turned the women into mere
manufacturing machines! If y ou do not rise the women,
don't think that y ou have any other way to rise.

In what scriptures do you find statements that
women are not competent for knowledge and devotion?

In the period of degr adation, when the priests made
the other castes incompetent for the study of the V edas,
they deprived the women also of all their rights. You
will find that in the V edic or Upanishadic age, Maitreyi,
Gargi and other ladies of revered memory have taken
the places of Rishis through their skill in discussing about
Brahman. When such ideal women were entitled to
spiritual knowledge, then why shall not the women ha ve
the same privilege now?

The principal reason why your race has so much
degenerated is that you had no respect for these living
images of Shakti.

Manu says, “where women are respected, there
the Gods delight; and where they are not, there all
works and efforts come to naught.” There is no hope of
rise for that f amily or country wher e there is no esteem
for women, wher e they live in sadness. For this reason,
they have to be raised first and an ideal Math has to be
started for them.

K*kkkk

India is to be saved by Indians themselves

| am convinced, as | wrote to you and had spoken
to you, that I ndia is to be saved by the Indians
themselves.

So you, young men of the motherland, can dozens
of you become almost fanatics over this new ideal? Take
thought, get materials, write a sketch of the life of
Ramakrishna, studiously avoiding all miracles.

K*kkkk

Preach against nobody

Think that the whole work is upon y our shoulders.
Think that you, young men of our motherland, wer e
destined to do this. Puty ourself to the task. Lor d bless
you. Preach the new ideal, the new doctrine, the new
life. Preach against nobody, against no custom. Preach
neither for nor against caste.
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Desperate Calls
You can enjo/ your ppsperity
only if you sha your hcome

with the depived and thus discueer

the satsfaction that it provides.

J

Student suffering from cancer

Raja Sri Harsha , age 16 years studying 11™ std is
suffering from cancer. He is undergoing chemotherapy
treatment in Apollo Speciality Hospital, Chennai for the
last 3 months.

Patient’s father Mr. Raja Ganesh got big fracture on
his left hip and he is in bed rest.

Mr. Raja Ganesh requests kind hearted persons for
financial help for a sum of Rs.10 lakhs for his son’s further
treatment

Cheque may be drawn in favour of Apollo Speciality
Hospital, Chennai and sent to the following address

Raja Sri Harsha, 156767
Apollo Speciality Hospital, Padma Complex, 320,
Anna Salai,Chennai-600 035. Cell N0.9884617270

2%
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Disabled student needs support
for education

{ Sri.M.Ayyappan, disabled boy is
& studying B.Ed.course in Meenakshi
B.Ed College, Dindigul

His is mother is an unskilled
labourer

Sri.M.Ayyappan has already paid
Rs.8,000/- to the college and joined the course.

Sri.M.Ayyappan requests kind hearted persons for
financial help for a sum of Rs.42,000/- for the balance
amount to be paid to the college.

Cheque may drawn in favour of Meenakshi B.Ed
College, Dindigul and sent to the following address:

Sri.M.Ayyappan, S/o.Sri.K.Muthusami
Kheezhathippampatti (Colony), Kasavanampatty
(Post), Kannivadi (Via), Dindigul District — 624705,

Tamil Nadu
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Association of visually imp aired persons
need support

Vanavil Blind Trust is rendering services to visually
impaired senior citizens and is run by visually impaired
persons.

At present, 25 persons have been accommodated
in the facility run by the Trust

Vanavil Blind Trust needs your kind support
Contact address

Mr.K.Kannan,
Managing Trustee, Vanavil Blind Trust
2/331, Kheezhathippampatti (Colony)
Kasavanampatty (Post), Athoor (Tk)
Kannivadi (Via), Dindigul District — 624705
Cell:9962656471

*kkkk

Disabled person needs wheel chair

Sri.N.Kalaiarasan is a poor
disabled person.

He requests kind hearted persons
for donation of folding wheel chair.

Contact address
Sri.N.Kalaiarasan
628, Muthamizh Nagar
K.K.Road, Villupuram,
Tamil Nadu
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Disabled persons need tricycles

Sri.Kannaian and
Sri.A.Guru are poor
disabled persons.

They request kind
hearted persons for
donation of tri cycles to
enable them to move
from one place to the
other.

Contact address:

Sri.A.Guru
S/0.Sri.Arumugham
Pattara pathi (Colony)
Manamedu (PO)
Villupuram Tk

Tamil Nadu
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Sri.R.Kannaian
S/o.Sri.Rangasami
Pattara pathi (Colony)
Manamedu (PO)
Villupuram Tk

Tamil Nadu
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Desperate Calls

Need support for medical treatment

v Master Praveen Mathew, age 6
years, is suffering from heart disease.
He requires open heart surgery.
Estimated cost of the surgery at Sri
Ramachandra Hospital, Chennai is
Rs.1,50,000/-

v Baby Tharun Kumar,4 months
old is suffering from heart disease. He
requires closed heart surgery.
Estimated cost of the surgery at Sri
d Ramachandra
Hospital, Chennai is
Rs.90,000/-

v Ms.Panchi
Goswami, age 6 years is suffering from
cancer. She requires chemotherapy
treatment. Estimated cost of the
chemotherapy treatment at Apollo
Speciality Hospital, Chennai is
Rs.5,00,000/-

v Ms.Nirishaa, age 7 years is
suffering from deep burns. Estimated
cost of the treatment at Kanchi
Kamakoti Childs Trust Hospital,
Chennai is Rs.5,00,000/-

v Baby Varshiya, age 2 years is suffering from
Myelitis.Estimated cost of the treatment at Kanchi
Kamakoti Childs Trust Hospital, Chennai
is Rs.1,70,000/-
: The cheque may be drawn in
| favour of concerned hospital and sent
. to the following address:
e The Secretary,
Women'’s Welfare Syndicae
8/2, Avenue Road, Nungambakkam

Chennai-600 034
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Disabled lady needs support
Mrs.M.R atnais a poor disabled lady . She and
her daughter are living with her mother
Mrs.M.R atna requests kind
hearted persons for financial help
to self emplo y herself b y setting
up pett y shop .
Contact address:
Mrs.M.R atha, C/o .M.Vairavel,
151, P eriy akadai V eethi,
Ganapathi Qil Store,
Dindigul-624 001,T amil Nadu
*kkkk
Needs sewing machine
Mrs.K.Manjula is a poor widow . She has to look
after her daughter (15y  ears) and son (7y ears). She
knows tailoring job
Mrs.K.Manjula requests kind hearted persons
for donation of sewing machine.
Contact address: Editor
Nandini V oice For The Depriv ed

The country needs people like Aurobindo of top
integrity and patriotism and commitment to duty to
deliver goods and to safeguard our society.

During the end of 19" century and the beginning
of 20™ century just | ike today’s India, abuse of power
became a routine curse in Bengal. Bengalees were
tainted as veritable cowards consequent to the
misdeeds of the colonial rule. A fire of disgust was
burning there.

Aurobindo Ghose ose upto the occasion to restore the
pristine glory of Bengal. He was jailed for seduction, but
acquitted for want of evidence. When released, he was
received at Calcutta with thunder ous reception. To remove
cowardice, he preached courage and practiced it.

WE NEED LEADERS LIKE SRI AUROBINDO

Contributed b y: K.N.Nar ayana Pillai, Chennai.

Aurobindo became the principal of Baroda college
on a salary of Rs.750/- per month plus | iberal amenities.
He switched over to Calcutta as a lecturer in Bengal
National Colege on a salary of Rs.150/- per month,
sacrificing his personal comforts and inter ests. Thereafter,
he became the editor of Bande Mataram, a Calcutta
Weekly highlighting his sublime thoughts. His genius shot
up like a meteor. He flooded Bengal and the country with
the effulgence of his revolutionary thoughts. He was
considered as a forerunner of national movement.

“Awake O Indians take to Dharma, place the image
of The Mother on the thr one of your hearts, take to the
supreme path of deliverance” was his clarion cal in 1908.

Ultimately, he embraced total spirituality and joined
The Mother in Pondicherry.
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Readers’ forum

Readers’ forum provides space for the enlightened readers to give expression to their views
of socio economic issues that is of relevance to the society

the cause that the journal seeks to espouse.

“Maintenance of Outside Terrorist Act”
Dear Sir

During the emergency period of 1975, we had
“Maintenance of Internal Security Act (MISA)”".

Now that many terrorists sentenced to death by
Supreme Court are comfortably lodged in cells, the
Government can have “Maintenance of Outside Terrorists
Act (MOTA)".

Chennai K.R.Krishnan
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Remembering the Mahatma in strange ways

Dear Sir

We are destroying the memory of the f ather of
nation by doing things in his memory which he would
disapprove, especialy acts like erecting temples in his
memory. There was also a news tem and a photograph
with his statue being doused with milk which is atrocious.
Gandhiji would insist that milk should have gone to the
poor and hungry.He had specffically disapproved of
people worshipping him as God and during his life time
it was never done!!

Today, there is a temple in Tuticorin, one in Orissa
and one in Uttar Pradesh. True gandhians and the
government should put a stop to i t. If he wer e alive, he
would have personally gone and destroyed it.

Montblanc coming out with 241 expensive pens in
Gandbhiji's name is ridiculous. These pens should be
sold and the proceeds should go to the poor and needy
in I ndia.

We should honour Gandhiji by going out and helping
the needy. Now, the days of spinning are over and Khadi
has become a fashion statement.

His philosophy of truth and non violence is
something to be practiced and they can not be mere
lecture subjects.

Chennai Anna Vargis

*kkkk
Punish the corrupt persons
Dear Sir

The Department of Vigilance and Anti Corruption
is making noise these days and it is a welcome

development. Its sleuths have raided the offices and
residences of various corrupt politicians in power and
bureaucrats and have unearthed several misdeeds
corruption and crores of rupees of black money. The
recent instance of action on a former Chief Minister of
Jharkhand will strengthen the anti corruption mo vement
in the country

A big section of legislators, ministers, chief ministers
and even governors and judges who have amassed
wealth by unfair and immoral means are still remaining
scot free. They have benamis among relatives and
friends. By discreet enquiry, these benamis can be found.
They must be caught and punished .

Coimbatore M.R.Pllai

*kkkk

States becoming colonies of single family
Dear Sir,

Several states are now becoming colonies of a single
family, establishing colonial rule, replacing true
democracy.

Now, the agents of the f amily are scattered all over
the stage, addicted to drinks and arr ogance, rule their
areas with hydraheaded hypocracy in conspiracy with
government officials, their sycophants.

Earlier, the I.A.S. officers displayed brilliance. Now
they have become mere accomplices of ruling family
members.

Thanks to Sardar Vallabai Patel, an integrated | ndia
was created, doing away with hundreds of kingdoms.
Now, his efforts have been undone.

In the family rule, several lakhs of rupees are wasted
on providing freebies and gifts to buy the lo yalty of the
poor citizens . Money spent on such freebies should be
invested to open schools, heatth centres, power stations,
roads, communications surrounded by small scale
industries.

The rich are becoming richer and the poor are
becoming poorer. What a shame!

Chennai K.N.Narayana Pilai
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Is population pressure an impediment for hunger elimination?

Contributed by Dr.V.Rajagopal, Retired Director, CPCRI

T h e
reduction of
poverty level
and elimination
of hunger
among over 230
million people is
the national
necessty.

Generally, there is a tendency to thr ow the blame
for non performance or failure to deliver the goods to
the citizens and population explosion.

The government provides funds, though
inadequate, for the projects on poverty alleviation but
they are not fully utilized.

A comparison between two highly populated
nations in the world namely China and | ndia on Global
Hunger Index (GHI) indicate the impending pr oblems
in India.

The report from the International Food Policy
Research Institute (IFPRI), Washington on GHI

between 1990-1991 and 2007-2008 revealed that
India’s performance on hunger elimination was
‘lackluster’.

With 15™ rank in 2008, China fared much better
than India placed in dismal 66" position among 88
countries.

The prevalence of population of under nourished
(PUN), underweight of children below five years (CUW)
and mortality of children below five years (CM), the
factors used for GHI were significantly, higher in | ndia
both during 1990-91 and 2007-08 than in China as
given below The above figures reflect on the inadequacy
in implementing the policy decisions on poverty and
hunger in | ndia.

Corversely, China was able to control hunger
effectively through factors associated with children.

Evenin 1990-92, | ndia had the highest percentage
of underweight children (60.9) and though impr oved
by 2001-06, it was still the highest (43.5) in the world,
as against only 14.3 and 6.8% in China.

To sum up, China proved that population pr essure
need not be an impediment for hunger elimination.

Global Hunger Index (in percentage)
Performance of two highly populated nations

PUN Cuw CM GHI RANK
Year 1990-92 2002-04 1988-92 2001-06 1990 2006 1990 2008 2008
India 25.0 20.0 60.9 43.5 1.5 7.6 32.5 23.7 66
China 16.0 1.0 14.3 6.8 4.5 2.4 11.6 7.1 15
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HOW TO FACE THE MAOIST THREAT?

AN APPEAL
TO THE HONOURABLE PRIME MINISTER & CHIEF MINISTERS

Nandini Voice For The Deprived organized a group meeting of concerned citizens to discuss about the
alarming maoist problem confronting the country.

It was unanimously concluded at the end of the discussion that widespread political and administrative
corruption is the r oot cause for the maoist issues. Therefore, it was proposed to send an appeal to Prime Minister
and Chief Ministers of all the states in the country to curb the corruption at an y cost.

Before sending the appeal, it was decided that the text of the appeal should be f orwarded to large number
of country men to elicit their views. Accordingly, the text of the appeal w as sent to more than 5000 citizens by
e-mail across the country .Large number of citizens responded to the appeal in a positive manner.

It w as said by the some of the r espondents that there would be no point in sending the appeal to the Prime
Minister and Chief Ministers, as they must already be aware of the issues. It w as said that such appeal may not
even be acknowledged or may be acknowledged after a period of 6 months or so and the appeal may ultimately
go to the dusthin.

In view of such opinion, the decision was taken to publish the appeal in the public domain.
Accordingly, the appeal is published here.
The highlights of the views from some of the citizens who responded are provided in this article.

TEXT OF THE APPEAL

Naxalites or maoists (one would not know what is the di fference between them)appear to have driven home
the point that ther e is widespread hatred and mistrust about the politicians and government officials amongst
the people, particularly those belonging to the lower income gr oup.

The whole nation recognizes that the corrupt pol iticians and corrupt government officials at all levels are the
prime cause for all the social problems and inequalities in the country. Otherwise, the atr ocities committed by
these so caled maoist revolutionaries would have generated widespread
condemnation and revulsion in the country.

The Prime Minister and the Chief Ministers should see the giound
realities and the writing on the w all and echo the mood of the people by
strongly condemning the corrupt politicians and officials and taking rigorous
steps to identify them at all levels and suspend them from the government
immediately. A fast track court should be set up in all the states in the
country exclusively to hear the cases and punish the guilty without delay
and in transparent manner. Considering the urgency, it should not tak e
beyond one month to tak e these meaningful and reformist steps..

We appeal to the Hon’ble Prime Minister & Chief Ministers to do so
immediately, so that the confidence of the people in the pol itical system
and government would be restored and the Maoists would be isolated,
preventing them from providing the spark to ignite social unrest.
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AN APPEAL TO THE HONOURABLE PRIME MINISTER & CHIEF MINISTERS

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE VIEWS OF THE CITIZENS ON THE APPEAL

V.Rajagopal

| agree with you on all the points raised in the
appeal to Honourable Prime Minister and Chief Ministers
on the emerging problem of Naxalites and Maoists taking
heavy toll in the country.

It is true that the toler ance level of poor and the
downtrodden has crossed al limits due to the rampant
corruption at all level with poverty and hunger at high
level.

With over 230 million people going to bed without
food, the anger cannot be expected to be suppressed
for long. They have waited for long and
all the schemes and projects meant for
poverty alleviation, health and
environment did not reach them to
desired extent, but the funds were
swindled by the politicians and officials,
who are leading most comfortable life
at the cost of poor people.

It should be borne in mind that no
one was a born naxalite, a terr orist, a
maoist, but was created by situations
like deprivation in all fronts, particularly
chronic hunger.

So the present upsurge of attacks
by these elements is nothing but a long f elt agony, distress
and disgust with those responsible playing with their | ives.
The problem is going to spread to many areas in the country
with poverty level increasing with the natural and man
made calamiies and the aggrieved taking revenge as
‘hunger’ and ‘anger’ cannot be ignored for long.

Unless the Prime Minister and his coleagues and
the Chief Ministers take drastic steps to curb corruption,
take proven rescue measures and make essential food
items accessible to al affected, it looks the country would
be heading for a sort of French Revolution, an impending

danger that the country cannot af ford.
*kkkk

Surendran Pillai

| am in complete agreement with your views to
deal with this pr oblem. History has evidently proved time
and again that use of force to quell a movement can
never eradicate the problem from an issue that has any
link to social, religious and cultural aspects.

Our appeal to the authorities is to provide justice
to the deprived and to one and all irrespective of how
rich and poor they are.

Your appeal for action is the right way that can
pave the way in future to mitigate the untold suf ferings
of the poor people, especially in rural areas of our country,
who are still living under the mer cy of rowdies and thugs
who enjoy connections to the politicians and bureaucrats
holding power and authority and with their blessings
they undo anything and everything in our society.

| hereby endorse and give our fullest support for
the appeal by Nandini Voice For The Deprived and pray
that the High Offices take notice of this and act
accordingly sooner.

*kkkk

George Pulikuthiyil

You are perfectly right in saying that
the root cause of the emerging violent
groups in the country, you call them any
name, is corruption — corruption by those
in authority, name them judges, ministers,
politicians, business magnets, land mafia,
government, religious heads, medical
practitioners.....

No force — military or police — will be
enough to control such menace of violence,
unless corruption is wiped out once for all.
No new legislation will help.

Prime Minister appear to be not

knowing the mind of the people.

Many of ministers are either hard core criminals or
mere puppets in the hand of criminal network in the
country.

*kkkk

Dr.S.Varadharajan

As you said, politicians are exploiting the ignorance
of the innocent people. Unfortunately, such politicians
share the profit thus swindled thr ough corruption and
other dishonest methods.

To elevate a political family in all aspects, the people
vote for them after getting a meager amount as bribe
during the elections.

No change will take place unless these people
change their attitude.

But one thing is very clear that honest and decent
people can not lead a peaceful life in this period. Only
indecent, cunning people doing corruption alone can lead
a prosperous life.

*kkkk

V.R.Vasudevan

| am 82 y ears of age and have served in the central
government for 34 years in various capacties.
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AN APPEAL TO THE HONOURABLE PRIME MINISTER & CHIEF MINISTERS

| had to fight corruption at v arious levels and
ultimately | r esigned from my postignoring the extension
of service.

The malice is with the public who want their access
to government to achieve their ends through any means.
A firm attitude by public and access to media to expose
the areas where corruption is dominating would have
some effect.

The situation is improving now but much mor e has
to be done to knock out corruption.

K*kkkk

Derek Fraser, World Goodwill

As you may know, World Goodwill
is a non political movement working to
establish the relations through the power
and goodwill. There are many complex
problems. The world at this time r equire
resolution and it would seem that it is
only through the application of the
principle of goodwill that solutions will
begin to emerge.

Clearly a solution to the future of
Democracy in India can only develop
over time through the application of
enlightened goodwill — goodwill based
upon those eternal spiritual values and principles
expressed by wise souls such as Viekananda.

*kkkk

R.Gangi

When a poor man applies for house site or farm
land, response of the low level officials are slow and
lethargic. When a corporate would just r egister, it will
be granted large extent of land.

The judiciary is in corruption, the pol ice are doing
real estate and settlement of land issues and financial
matters unlawfully to earn income. The corruption
appears to have been nearly legalized by the society.

Insecurity, injustice, goondaism, all contribute to the
movement of extremists.
*kkkk

Murali Krishnan.

It mak es me think that the once peace loving people
are turning tow ards militarism across the entire world
and not specially in I ndia. In my opinion, naxals, taliban,
maoist etc are similar group and those driving them
from behind need not be an affected person.

What happened to Veerapan, every one of us know?
| am sur e that quite a number of politicians were behind
him . Unfortunately he was killed in an encounter before
he could disclose the names of corrupts persons
supporting him. Otherwise, wher e do they get arms and
ammunition, etc.

Good governance should provide security, protection,
food, education, healthcare need of the hour. Everyone
of us deserve that including the af fected people who
have taken to violence.

*kkkk

S.Krishna

Naxal type movements take place when people get
into a suicide mode.

We in India have the highest suicide
rate among the farmers and low income
group. When a person has come to such
an extreme step in his life, nothing
prevents him to think of giving a fight
before giving up their life. For such people,
actual death is better than living death.
They become the seeds of the naxal
movement, as there are nefarious people
willing to misguide them.

World over, one percent of the people

own 40% of the world’ s wealth and

another 9% of the people own 45% of the weal th. In

the case of India, it may be much worse than the world’ s
data.

Important issues like family planning is always
shoved below the carpet. No politician or newspaper
want to talk about it, leave aloe implementing. The
world’s population is going up by 70 million people every
year and I ndia contributes 25% of this. Only China have
come to a “zero growth” of population, wher eas India is
still to add 400 million people to its 2010 figure of
1200 million.

All these extra mouths will be added to the BPL
group and naxalism or whatever we may call them will
increase and not go down.

*kkkhk

Raghul Rajan

Actually this situation would have never came up, if
the politicians had done their duty to atleast a small
level.

Most importantly, it appears that the government
deliberately want the people to beilliterate by not opening
adequate number of schools (if we look at the extent of
illiteracy and number of schools).
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AN APPEAL TO THE HONOURABLE PRIME MINISTER & CHIEF MINISTERS

The population of the af fected states consist of more
tribals and the governments have always ignored
developmental projects and the welfare measures never
reached the people and the money is gobbled by officers
and politicians.

The above said facts are taken advantage by naxal
leaders to convince poor people to go for the right cause
in a wrong way.

*kkkk

T.Kalyanaraman

| see it as beginning of second war of independence.
This time, the nation has to be f reed from greedy, corrupt
unscrupulous politicians.

Our first war of independence also
started by violent means only until a
human being like Mahatma Gandhi took
charge and fortunately succeeded in what
he was doing. I's it not too much to expect
that Gandhiji like leaders would be reborn
at such short frequencies?

Unless we have a whole new
generation of law abiding politicians and
impartial law enforcement agencies, this
problem would continue.

*kkkk

S.Kannan

Simple living, belilef in non violence and concern
for fellow human beings should start at home. Such
practices, rather than preaching will enable to shed the
mania for aping the rich life style and glorify the mass
consumption driven economy.

Then only high thinking will occupy minds of those
dispensing justice.

When the rulers / judges become accessible, the
poor / meek will regain confidence in the rule of law.

K*kkkk

K.Shanmugavelayutham

Real problem is the disparity between poor and rich.
How do we bridge the gap is the main question.

With present day bureaucracy and politicians, you
cannot solve the problem. Even judiciary is also culprit.

Our Government is insisting that thr ough army and
para military force , the problem can be solved . It should
admit that in army and para military force, there is
widespread corruption.

Through sincere people based movement ,we can
solve the problem to some extent.

Srinivasaan Navalpakkam

Certainly | and possibly we all, endorse your appeal.
What do we do after tel ling you we are endorsing your
appeal and forwarding to friends (as bee).

Please educate me!

*kkkk

S.Krishnamurthy

| endorse fully your views. This problem needs to
be tackled from the grassroot level.

How do the terr orists get arms and ammunitions?

Obviously, the law is not enforced strictly due to
whatever reasons

*kkkk

O S Balaji

| completely endorse your view on
the naxals issue.

In the brutal acts of terr orism and
naxalism, the affected are the innocent
civilians and the deprived people.

Itis high time that go vernment gets
into the act and tak e some concrete action
by targeting the root causes rather than
patching up the loopholes.

It is time f or some concrete action to ensure we
live a decent life free of threats.

K*kkkk

Subhash Mendhapurkar

The Prime Minister and Chief Ministers ar
custodians of the Government machinery. What use it
has to appeal to these custodians?

The issues that you have raised requires different
approach and we need to condemn all forms of violence
(be it by Non-state Actors or by the State actors)

K*kkkk

Mani Sundarrajan

This is really atrocious.

The difference between rich and poor in our country
is so much, which leads to lot of disgrunt led young people
who do not know how to expr ess their opinion. They
take up to violent methods

K*kkkk

Gopalaratnam

As you have mentioned, the naxal problem is
spreading fast to the states one after another and we
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AN APPEAL TO THE HONOURABLE PRIME MINISTER & CHIEF MINISTERS

are moving to dangerous levels and unless this is tackled
in appropriate manner, we may move to uncontrollable
stage.

I wish y our efforts gain strength in the coming days
and we succeed.
*kkkk

N.Vittal

It is corruption and bad go vernance that sustain
the naxal problem. The best solution is for government
to improve governance and remove corruption or at least
reduce it

K*kkkk

Suresh

There can be drawn a line of
comparison to a certain extent
between the naxal issue and the Sri
Lankan Tamil crisis. If people are not
treated equally and discriminated
above a certain limit, the outburst wi Il
be a natural process.

The government should force
naxals to lay down arms and
immediately start working on the

development of the r egions. Atleast, if the basic amenities
like drinking water, schools, hospitals come up, people
will be happy and support the government. Otherwise,
there willbe no end for these problems.

*kkkk

N.Sugalchand Jain

The legal remedies are not available in time as well
as at affordable cost , which turns in many more law
abiding citizens to law breaking citizens.

If the legal system del ivers within areasonable time,
crime rates will come down and it will forbid
criminals to become our political leaders.

K*kkkk

P.Venkatesh

On a related note, arising out of economic
liberalization and the resultant high inequality,
the country may very soon face a civil war
like situation unless upliftment of the
downtrodden is ensured.

Primary education, healthcare and rural
infrastructure are the crying needs of the hour.

which was waiting to happen.

HIJACKING OF RAJDHANI EXPRESS

The hijacking of Rajdhani Express by Maoists causes concern, as such acts cannot
be done without some sort of popular support f rom section of the poor people. The
Government of I ndia should not view this pr oblem as a mere law and order issue.

The fact is that while the methods of Maoists and Naxals are wrong, many seem to
think thati tis an inevitable revolt against the corrupt pol iticians and government officials,

The insecurity and harassment often faced by common men inrural areas and smal
towns due to harassment by local politicians and rowdies should be seen to be
believed.The law abiding people are living under the mercy of local rowdies and thugs
who enjoy connections with the politicians and bureaucrats holding power and authority.
Whether one would like to admit it or not , the f act is that the distinction between the
politicians and law breakers are becoming thin.

The Maoists problem cannot be solved by the government without fighting the corrupt
elements within the go vernment and the politicians.

Nandini Voice for the Deprived December 2009
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How much a Member of Parliament Earn in India ?

Getting such huge p ay and perks
at the cost of the poor and downtrodden

Monthly Salary: Rs. 12,000/-

Expense for Constituency per month: Rs. 10,000/-

Office expenditure per month: Rs. 14,000/-

Traveling concession (Rs. 8 per km): Rs. 48,000/-

(eg. For a visit from South India to Delhi & return: 6000 km)

Daily DA TA during parliament meets: Rs. 500 per day

Charge for 1 class (A/C) in train: Free (For any number of times) (All over India )
Charge for Business Class in flights: Free for 40 trip s per year (With wife or P .A.)
Rent for MP hostel at Delhi: Free

Electricity costs at home: Free up to 50,000 unit s.

Local phone call charge: Free up to 1, 70,000 calls...

TOTAL expense for a MP per year: Rs.32, 00,000/- [i.e. 2.66 lakh per month]
TOTAL expense for 5 years: Rs. 1, 60, 00,000/-

Foib34 M@ the rpenstor 5 yearfs8,54,40,00,00(%early Rs. 855 crores)

School students consume liquor and die in Tamil Ndu

One of the four students who consumed liquor on the school premises died at the government Rajaji
Hospital in Madurai in Tamil Nadu

Police said Selvam, Nagarajan, Raja and Chinaa Nagamjan, all aged 16 studying plus one at the government
boys’ higher secondary school in Thethoor near Vadipatti in Madurai district had consumed IMFL liquor, which
they snatched from one of their classmates, during the interv al time.

Their classmate Kumar claimed that he picked up the brandy bottle from a tank adjacent to the school.
The boys shared the drink.

Subsequenty, all the four developed nausea and vomiting. They were rushed to the hospital where
Nagarajan died.
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FAIR DEAL FOR SLUM DWELLERS
CONCERN OF RAJAJI

poor and homeless slum dwellers.

There is a wrong view amongst some people that Rajaji only supported the industrial ists and rich people.

The article written by Rajaji about fifty years ago in “The Mail” shows his great concern and care for the

Alas, the condition of the poor slum dwel lers today is more or less the same and nothing much seems to
have been done to ameliorate the pitiable conditions.

Article forwarded for publication by K.R.Krishnan, Chennai.

Itis a sad sight to see these huts built on the slopes
of drains and other water logged low lying areas
untouched by the big house building movement now on
foot in Madras to cater to the needs of
the more fortunate classes. Itis a heart
rending sight these huts present when
inundated by the rains that come now
and then, as if to point out with
emphasis the misery of the women
and children that cook and sleep in
such huts.

But a sadder sight still is when
we see these huts pulled down and
the mud walls heartlessly razed to the
ground by municipal or government
officials, with police van standing by,
to prevent the protests of the victims
assuming the shape of ariot. One need
not command much imagination to
realize the lot of the women and
children who live from hour to hour
on the brink of starv ation in these huts,
displaced by the Authority and left as
destitute with no one to go to f or help
or charity.

The idea of dealing with these

slums by way of ‘clearance’ as we must do with
mosquitoes and rats and vermin, that is, to get rid of
them because they are not wanted, is totally wrong.
These people who have somehow or other managed to
find a site whereon a low mud wall and a coconut leaf
roof put over it provide them a place to cook some food
and where they could bundle them selves to sleep during
nights, deserve better consideration than they get now
from the authorities.

These slum dwelers do not deserve to be hunted
down like rats or mosquitoes or stray dogs, as is now

being done. They are an essental element in city life. They

are as necessary as ary other section of the population,

say the police or the hawkers or the drain cleaners. These
work hard as domestic and other
servants and are absolutely
essential for the life of the city.

The industrial workers and
the government officials are able
to take care of themselves,
relatively speaking. But these
miserable people living in the
slums, whose services too are
essential, are helpless victims of
laws and regulations that are
enforced without reference to
humanity or human rights.

‘Clearance’ is an absurd word
to deal with the housing of these
people and a more unwise or
inhumane policy than this cannot
be conceived.

Here are people who are
essential for the life of the city-
dwellers. The men and the

women and the children too do work in the city in the
homes and the shops of the middle and upper classes,
work which others will not do. Should not their housing
be a concern of the people who employ them? How can
we expect men and women to attend to daily duties
without a lodging place to sleep in during nights and a
place to cook in and keep their food?

The programme should be changed from ‘clearance’
to a real and adequate housing plan. There are

Nandini Voice for the Deprived December 2009
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FAIR DEAL FOR SLUM DWELLERS CONCERN OF RAJAJI

difficulties, | am aware, in recognizing the duty and in
fulfilling it. But it has to be done.

There are considerations to be kept in mind in this
connection which are often ignored. The place of work
should not be too far from where they are asked to live.
They cannot be expected to be able to meet conveyance
expenses nor can their services be rendered properly
and in time if they live at some distance place chosen
by an unsympathetic official and allotted with the
command ‘take it or leave it. The problem should be
treated with the same consideration as the housing of
industrial workers has recently attracted.

These slums have grown on sites wholly unfit for
human habitation and without the assistance either of
their employers or any welfare department. We must

be grateful to them for the courage and spirit of self
help displayed by them in finding their own habi tation.
They are all now living in daily and hourly fear of being
displaced and their hearts sink when they see a group
of huts pulled down anywhere. The whole business must
be taken up as an urgent public duty.

It is easy enough and quite legal for a tahsildar to
come with police help and remove the ‘encroachments.
But tahsildars and municipal officials and policemen are
there to help society and citizens to live a happy and
harmonious life, not merely to guard the legalistic rights
of government over unoccupied land.

The Corporation should deal with Government and
together hatch a scheme and work it out as early as
possible. This hunting them from one place to another
must be stopped for the sake of common decency.

WORLD DISABLED DA Y
APPRECIATION FOR THE EFFORTS OF
SELF EMPLOYED DISABLED PERSONS IN TAMIL NADU

In connection with the World Disabled Day on 3™
December2009, Nandini Voice for The Deprived, would
honour the self employed disabled persons in Tamil Nadu
, in appreciation of their efforts.

There are reported to be around 17 lakhs disabled
persons in Tamil Nadu, consisting of orthopaedically
disabled, visually impaired, hearing impaired, speech
impaired and mentally ill persons. There are reported
to be around 5 lakhs visually impaired women in Tamil
Nadu. Over 90% of these persons belong to lower
income group and live in difficult conditions.

While the Government offers some concessions br
education and employment in government owned
institutions for the disabled persons, they are no where
near the requirements.

Most disabled persons , particularly those living in
small towns and rural areas ,suffer due to lack of skill
acquisition opportunities and job opportunities. The
only way out for most of the disabled persons is to self
employ themselves. Again,due to lack of skill,
investment capability , marketing support as well as
mobility problems, self employment has become a very
difficult exercise for them.

In spite of such problems, afew disabled persons
have ventured to self employ themselves.

It is necessary to recognize the efforts of such
persons and appreciate their efforts, so that they wi ll
be encouraged and also will become role model for
other disabled persons to emulate their example. It is
also necessary that the society should be made aware
of the self employment capability of disabled persons,
so that the concerned persons would extend their
support to them.

Nandini Voice For The Deprived would honour twent y
self employed disabled persons in Tamil Nadu on
29" Novermber,2009 at Chennai.

Five disabled persons who have been serving the
cause of the disabled persons would also be honoured.

Swami Gautamananda, Pesident, Sri Ramakrishna
Mutt, Chennai would present the awards.

Please support the efforts.

For more details ,
Please contact Edior,
Nandini Voice for the Deprived

14

Nandini Voice for the Deprived December 2009



GMR ADVT.

Nandini Voice for the Deprived December 2009

15



December 2009

Regd No. TN/CC(S)Dn/205/09-11 LICENCED TO POST WPP NO.TN/CC(S)Dn/123/09-11
REGD. WITH THE REGISTRAR OF NEWSPAPER FOR INDIA UNDER R.N0.63900/96

When you t ake food,
think of those for a moment
who do not have it.

This will improve the quality of your life.

.
Annual Subscription : Rs.100/- for twelve issues
Advertisement tariff :

Full Page Half Page Quarter Page
Rs.1500/- Rs.1000/- Rs.700/-

Discount 40% for twelve consecutive insertions
and 25% for six consecutive insertions

We look forward to your support and encourageinent.

DD should be drawn in favour of :

NANDINI VOICE FOR THE DEPRIVED

and sent to: M60/1, IV Cross Street,
Besant Nagar, Chennai - 600 090.
Tel : 2491 6037 Fax.:(044) 2496 1346
E-mail : nsvenkat@md4.vsnl.net.in
Website : nandinivoice.org

Nandini V oice For The Deprived
If undelivered, please return to
PUBLISHERS
Nandini Institute of Chemical Industries
}M-60/1,4th Cross Street,Besant dgamai-600090.

Edited and Published by N.S. Venkataraman on behalf of Nandini Institute of Chemical Industries, M60/1, IV Cross Street, Besant Nagar, Chennai - 600 090.
Phone : 24916037 and Printed by Mervena Printers, No. 14, (Old 23), T.M.M.Street, Thiruvanmiyur, Chennai-600 041. Editor : N.S. Venkataraman

16 Nandini Voice for the Deprived December 2009



