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SWAMI VIVEKANANDA SPEAKS

India will be raised – not with the power of the
flesh, but with the power of the Spirit; not with the flag
of destruction, but wi th the flag of peace and lo ve,  not
by the power of wealth.

Say not that y ou are weak. The Spirit is omnipotent.
Look at that handful of young men called into existence
by the divine touch of Ramakrishna’s feet.

They have preached the message from Assam to
Sind, from the Himalayas to Cape Comorin. They have
crossed the Himalayas at a height of twent y thousand
feet over snow and ice on foot and penetrated into the
mysteries of Tibet. They have begged their bread,
covered themselves with r ags; they have been
persecuted, followed by the
police, kept in prison and at last
set free when the Government
was convinced of their
innocence.

They are now twent y.
Make them two thousand to-
morrow. Your country r equires
it. The world r equires it. Call up
the divinity within you, which
will enable you to bear hunger
and thirst, heat and cold.

Sitting in luxurious homes,
surrounded  wi th al l  the
comforts of l ife and doling out
a little amateur religion may be
good for  other lands, but I ndia
has a truer instinct. It intui tively detects the mask.

Be great. No great work can be done wi thout
sacrifice. Lay down your comforts, your pleasures, your
names, fame or position, nay even your lives and make
a bridge of human chains over which millions will cross
this ocean of life. Bring all the f orces of good together.

Do not care under what banner you march. Do not
care what be your colour, green, blue or red, but mix al l
the colours  up and produce that intense glow of whi te,
the colour of love.

Ours is to work. The results wi ll take care of
themselves. If any social institution stands in your way

INDIA WILL BE RAISED WITH THE POWER OF SPIRIT
of becoming God, it wi ll give way before the power of
Spirit.

I do not see into the f uture; nor do I car e to see.
But one vision I see clear is l ife before me. That the
ancient Mother has awakened once more, sitting on Her
throne, rejuvenated, more glorious than ever.

Proclaim Her to all the world wi th the v oice of peace
and benediction.

Come up, O lions and shake off the delusion that
you are sheep; you are souls immortal, spirits free and
eternal; ye are not mat ter, ye are not bodies; mat ter is
your servant, not y ou the servant of mat ter.

*****

The history of the world is the
history of a f ew men who had faith in
themselves. That faith calls out the
divinity within. You can do anything.
You fail only when you do not striv e
sufficiently to mani fest infinite power.
…..All win in the end be made perf ect.
Say, day and night, “Come up, my
brothers! You are the infini te ocean of
purity! Be God! Manifest as God!”

*****

Renunciation, that is a flag, the
banner of I ndia, floating over the world,
the one undying thought which I ndia
sends again and again as a warning to

dying races, as a warning to al l tyranny, as a warning to
wickedness in the world. Aye, Hindus, let not your hold
of that banner go . Hold it aloft.

*****

Be not afraid of anything. You will do marvelous
work. The moment you fear, you are nobody. It is f ear
that is the gr eat cause of misery in the world. It is f ear
that is the gr eatest of all superstitions. It is f ear that is
the cause of our woes and it is fearlessness that brings
heaven even in a moment. Therefore, Arise, Awake and
Stop not ti ll the goal is reached.

*****
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Desperate Calls

Hearing/speech impaired
lady needs sewing machine

Ms.P.Ayyammal is a poor and
hearing and speech impaired lady.
She has undergone tailoring course.

Ms.P.Ayyammal requests for
donation of sewing machine to self
employ herself

Contact address:
Ms.P.Ayyammal, D/o.Sri.Ponnusami

Ellapatti, Reddyarchathiram (PO)
Dindigul Dist.,Tamil Nadu

*****
Disabled man needs sewing

machine

Sri.R.Sakthivel is a poor disabled
man. He is having two daughters.

He has  undergone Diploma in
Tailoring course

Sri.R.Sakthivel requests for donation
of sewing machine to earn for his family.

Contact address:
Sri.R.Sakthivel,

S/o.Sri.Rajamanickam
Kamarajar Street, Kuladeepamangalam (Post)
Thirukoviloor (Tk),Villupuram Dist. Tamil Nadu

*****
Kidney patient needs support

Mr.K.A.Balasubramaniam is suffering from CKD 5th

stage (Renal failure) for the last 2 years.

The doctors advised him to undergo dialysis twice
a week. The expenditure for the dialysis treatment is
approximately Rs.19,200/- per month.

Mr.K.A.Balasubramaniam is working in a private firm.
His wife is also suffering f rom Hepatitis C (Lever
problem).

Mr.K.A.Balasubramaniam requests kind hearted
persons for financial help for his treatment

Cheque may be drawn in f avour of Apex Kidney
Care Pvt Ltd, Mumbai and sent to the f ollowing address:

Mr.K.A.Balasubramaniam
Flat No.25, Ary Krupa,4th Floor,

Mahatma Phule Road,
Near Swami Vivekananda School,
Dimbivli West 421 202,Thane Dist.

*****
Heart patients need support

Mr.Sudha Roy , age 20 years is
suffering f rom rheumatic heart
disease. He requires  open heart
surgery at  Wockhardt Hospitals,
Bangalore. Estimated cost of the
surgery is Rs.1,50,000/-

Md.Karimul S.R., age 16 years is
suffering f rom Congenital heart
disease. He requires  open heart surgery
at  Wockhardt Hospitals, Bangalore.
Estimated cost of the surgery is
Rs.1,20,000/-

Baby Mirja Shahid, 3 months old
is suffering from congential heart
disease. The baby requires  open
heart surgery at  Wockhardt
Hospitals ,Bangalore. Estimated cost
of the surgery is Rs.1,25,000/-

The cheque may be drawn in
favour of concerned hospital and sent to the f ollowing
address:

Secretary,
Save Poor Lives

No.22, Perumal Koil Street,
Aminjikarai,

Chennai-600 029
*****
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Child suffering from
leukaemia

Mr.Agnik Halder, age 6 years
is suffering f rom acute
lymphoblastic leukaemia  The
doctors advised him to undergo
chemotherapy tr eatment f or 3
years. The cost of chemotherapy
treatment at Apol lo Speciality
Hospital, Chennai is Rs.5,00,000/-

Patient’s father Mr.Amitava Halder requests kind
hearted persons for financial help for his son’s medical
treatment.

The cheque may be drawn in f avour of . Apol lo
Speciality Hospital, Chennai (Mr.Agnik Halder, 160225)
and sent to the f ollowing address

Mr.Amitava Halder
C/o.APAN

S-1, 109A, A.P. Nagar,
P.O.+P.S.-Sonarpur

Dist-South 24 Parganas,
Kolkata-700150,West Bengal

Phone No.9231883910

*****
Braille publication for visually impaired students

To help the visually impaired persons to score good
marks in 10th std and 12 th std  examinations, IAB Trust is
compiling  thr ee years question  papers with answers in
braille language.

For further detai ls, please contact:
The General Secretary, IAB Trust

150/2, Sundararajanpatty,
Alagar Koil Main Road,

Arumbanoor P.O.
Madurai-625 104,Tamil Nadu

Phone:0452-3291576.
Mobile:09244446669

*****
Poor student needs support for education

Mr.M.Denis Jagadish is studying 1st year Bachelor
of Business Administration (BBA) course in Loyola
College, Tiruvannamalai.

The first year college fee for the BBA course is
Rs.15,000/-

His mother Mrs.T.Siriapushpam is a poor disabled lady.

Desperate Calls

She requests kind hearted persons for financial help
for his son’s education.

The cheque may be drawn in f avour of Loyola
College, Tiruvannamalai and sent to the f ollowing
address.

Mr.M.Denis Jagadish
S/o.Mrs.T.Siriapushpam

Oriathoor & Post,
Kandachipuram (Via)

Thirukoviloor Tk,
Villupuram District,

Tamil Nadu

*****
Needs hearing aid

Ms.Suganya is suffering from hearing loss. The
doctors advised her to use hearing aid.

The cost of the hearing aid is Rs.25,280/-

Ms.Suganya’s father Mr.Anandan requests for
financial help to purchase hearing aid for his daughter.

The cheque may be drawn in f avour of  Mylai
Hearing Aid Centre, Chennai and sent to the following
address.

Ms.Suganya,
D/o. Mr.Anandan,

2644, Gandhi Road,
Jaganatha Nagar,

Arumbakkam,
Chennai-106

*****
Needs support for education

Mr.M.Dineshkumar, age 18 years  is a poor boy and
he is studying 1st year B.Sc., (Maths) (Evening college)
in The Madura College, Madurai.

Mr.M.Dineshkumar requests kind hearted persons
for financial help for his studies.

The cheque may be drawn in f avour of  The Madura
College, Madurai and sent to the f ollowing address:

Mr.M.Dineshkumar
S/o. Sri.M.Muthukumar,

1/148, Middle Street,
Thachampathu,

Thiruvadagam (PO)
Cholavandhan (Via),

Madurai-625 234
*****
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Readers’ forum
Readers’ forum provides space for the enlightened readers to give expression to their

views on a variety of socio economic issues that is of relevance to the society.
Further enrichment of the journal with your thoughtful inputs would certainly go a long

way in promoting the cause that the journal seeks to espouse.

Vandemataram – Let us remember
Dear Sir,

It is the National song of I ndia. It w as written in
1876 by Bankim Chandra Chatterjee in Bengali. This
song found a place in Anandmath, the I mmortal novel
of Chatterjee. It became the bat tle cry for f reedom
fighters. This song became a symbol of freedom struggle.

Vande Mataram means “Hail To The Mother Land”
This song was banned by the British. Tagore set this
song to music and he sang it at the Calcutta Congress
in 1896.

Lala Lajpat Rai, the Lion of the Punjab, started a
journal Vande Mataram in 1906.

Subash Chandra Bose made it the song of his I.N.S .
Gandhiji said that this song hold up before one’s

mind the f act that Bharat is one and indivisible.
The song became the cry of the awakened and

resurgent I ndia. A sixteen year old Khudiram Bosh sang
this song when he was hanged in 1908.
Chennai P.Jagadeesan

*****

Double standard
Dear Sir,

Shivsena of Maharashtra has warned that under
any circumstances, it wi ll not al low and accept the
bifurcation of Maharashtra by creating separate Vidarbha
state.

At the same time, i t has been pressing hard for
division of neighbouring Karnataka to grab Belgaum,
Karwar in i ts fold.

See the double standard.
Kalyan (West) Sridhar V Kulkarni

*****

Legalise Euthanasia
Dear Sir,

As an octogenarian aged 85, I appreciate the
euthanasia policy prevalent in Netherlands and I keenly
desire that I ndia should emulate such a scheme for the
benefit of senior ci tizens who are sunk in a sea of
sufferings.

Some of us rendered yeoman service to society
during our of ficial career and younger days  silently and
selflessly. Those who benefited only because of us do

not recognize us. Our children brought up wel l, now
well off, close their eyes at us. Our affection to them is
such, we do not curse them nor we r esort to reverse
Mortgage Act.

Our neighbours whom we helped in the past hurt
us. The commercialized media, the government, the
judiciary are deaf, dumb and bl ind to us.

 We are affected with deadly disease such as
dementia and unable to move out , depriv ed of physical
and fiscal support. The eternal panacea for us is
euthanasia to die with digni ty.
Chennai K.N.Narayana Pillai

*****

Should political fasts decide the nation’s
destiny?

Dear Sir,
Scientific proof exists that f asting is a good means

for purifying physical and mental faculties. Such actions
have been prescribed for auspicious days like somavara,
shashti, ekadasi, shavaratri etc f or undertaking f asts.
Thousands of Hindu devotees still regularly observe
them.

But fasting is nowadays also resorted for achieving
personal and political objectives.

On the cover of January issue of Nandini Voice
appears the question “Should political fasts decide
nation’s destiny? To which simply, the answer should be
that i t should never be so.

In the later 1930s, Mr.Stalin Jegadisan of Salem
undertook a fast unto death against imposition  of
compulsory Hindi. He died but nothing happened. I n
the year 1950, Pothi Sriramulu undertook a fast unto
death demanding Madras city to be in Andhra under
separation. He expired and his objective was not realized.

Now, Telengana leader wants the land to be
separated from Andhra and he resorted  to fast. He has
thus opened a pandora box.

If such pr otests are encouraged, the country wi ll
be balkanized . No single person’s life is more important
than the nation’s  solidarity. Fasts unto death should be
banned.
Coimbatore M.R.Pillai

*****
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Annadhanams
Contributed by KVS Krishna

The Anjaneya Temple, Nanganallur, Chennai is reported to f eed 5000 people daily. That is a great act
of charity. Annadhanams are good, provided it is given to the v ery poor. All and sundry should not seek this
free bite.

The Hindu Religious and Charitable Endowments (HR & CE) states “we hold more landed assets than
State Revenue Department”. The temples and mutts in the State of Tamilnadu own 4.79 lakh acres of
agricultural lands, possessed by 1.23 lakh lessees.

Tamilnadu has 38,452 temples. The lessees hardly pay any rent or lease.

The wealth of these or ganizations, if i t is properly administered by the HR & CE, could help educate all
the poor, feed them, cloth them, house them and nurse them to sel f sufficiency and prosperity. That
should be the goal of the go vernment.

In I ndia, there are more than 2.1 mi llion places of worship. Most may not have assets, but it could be
an astronomical figure.

KAYAMKULAM KOCHUNNI AND OUR CORRUPT POLITICIANS
Contributed by K.N.Narayana Pillai

Centuries ago, a thief cal led Kochunni lived in old Travancore at a place called Kayamkulam. He was
so smart and social service oriented. He indulged in stealing cash, crops, clothes and all essential
commodities including coconuts.

The wealth he acquired from the rich by stealing at every time, he distributed to the poor irr espective
of caste, creed and religion.

His outlook was secular. He amassed wealth not to enrich himsel f or his dynasty, but to serv e the
poor entirely. Even today when a child plays mischief, the parent endearingly call the pet chi ld Kayamkulam
Kochunni. He thus got endeared himself among the masses for centuries together.

Will our politicians, who also steal,  learn a lesson from him to serve our poor masses so silently and
selflessly.

75, Nagadevi Cross Lane, 1st Floor, P.B.No.3137, Mumbai-400 003.
Tele:Off:23438879 / 23401280, Fax:91-22-2341 0655 E-Mail: newagebearings08@yahoo.com

UP TO 500 MM BORE
BALL BERINGS

TAPER ROLLER BERINGS

NEEDLE ROLLER BERINGS

SPHERICAL ROLLER BERINGS FOR ROLLING MILLS
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The year 2010 has been welcomed  and the New
Year Day has been celebrated as usual by some people
drinking, dancing  and blowing bugle in the midnight.
Of course, all churches and even some Hindu temples
were kept open for the people to pr ay. The celebrations
on the New Year’s Day reflect people’s hopes and
aspirations.

In retrospect, do we have anything to f eel happy
about 2009 ?  I s there any hope that 2010 wi ll be better
than 2009 ? 

Some good things did happen in 2009 l ike India’s
achievements in space technology but, certainly the
demerits  of 2009 would hang heavily in the mind  of
every Indian, since  the demerits far outweigh the meri ts
of 2009. 

Many  atrocities have happened in the country but
the incident of corruption has r eached a new high level. 

While several crores of rupees of  scandal indulged
in by Madhu Koda who was Chief Minister of a state
was very disturbing,  the widely r eported spectrum
scandal  created deep doubts  in the country about the
honesty and credibility of the pol iticians who are in charge
of the nation.  The al legation that the Chief Justice of
Karnataka High Court acquired thousands of acres of
land by illegal methods cast serious doubts about the
judiciary itself, which the ci tizens until now  view as the 
best  protector of  the def enceless people and the
democratic values.  It is a gr ave issue that Chief Justice
who has to judge the issues is himself caught in such
allegations.  Then we have a Director General of Police
in Haryana  who is alleged to have molested an innocent
girl forcing her to commit suicide.  Above all,  we have a
Governor in Andhra Pradesh who is accused of misusing
Raj Bhavan to indulge in immor al activities.

Then, we have the serious allegations of the
politicians bribing the voters to get v otes in the elections
without any regard for ethical values and public opinion. 
While politicians indulge in these sort of corrupt pr actices,
the poor and innocent ci tizens  succumb to the

temptations of accepting money and voting in the
elections. The sad fact is that the election  commission
which is supposed to regulate the electoral process has
expressed helplessness, without r ealizing the level of
damage that its self confessed helplessness  would do
in the mind of the ci tizens about their faith in the elector al
democracy. Obviously, the election commission lack the
will to discharge its responsibilities.

We now see that year 2009  has thrown open a
situation where the  pol iticians are becoming bolder and
putting their personal inter ests and family interests, to
force political events,   as is evident f rom the demand
for smaller states and the sons, daughters , nephews
and niece of politicians in power getting into parl iament
and assemblies, giving a feudal character to I ndian
democracy.

 I n the year 2009, the country seem to have got
into a lethar gic mood with sort of car eless atti tude
towards the tasks.  We saw I ndian I nstitutes of
Management (IIMs) who ar e supposed to turn out best
of managers for the country, not being able to conduct
even their entr ance examinations  properly .  As the year
was coming to a close, it was a climax that the One day
international cricket match in the national capi tal has to
be abandoned , as the pitch was not prepared to the
standards

Certainly, in the y ear 2009, the citizens have been
forced to feel that they ar e left high and dry b y the
politicians and bureaucracy, for whom the wel fare of
the citizens do not anymore appear to be a matter of
utmost priori ty.

Many think that i t is the consequence of such
situations that the Maoists are gaining upper hand and
emerging as a strong threat  to the I ndian democratic
system.

Can anyone recall an year worse than 2009 ?  Now,
will 2010 be different ?  If 2010 wer e to be the same as
2009 , I ndia would further slide down and certainly this
glorious country  do not deserve this.

WILL THE YEAR 2010 BE A REPEAT OF 2009 ?
Wondering whether the y ear 2010 would be a repeat of 2009 for I ndia. Nandini Voice For The Deprived

spoke to a few concerned citizens and prepared a note on the subject. This w as circulated to a number of
citizens and their views were sought.

The text of the note and the views of the concerned ci tizens are provided here
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Need for positive thinking

Yes, a lot of bad things happened. Good things too
happened, but what set us thinking w as how much more
of such terrible things we need to see in the near f uture.

If one wer e to be more like a historian and less
emotionally involved, it is more or less clear that this is
typically how a path to dev elopment is.

Take any developed nation and analyse its past,
they too would ha ve gone thro’ more or less similar
pangs before graduating to comparative stability and
peace. So ,may be, we have a few more years to reach
more educated levels where people aspire less to covet
riches for themselves depriving their society of i ts rightf ul
common property.

We are chronologically in a semi ‘savage’ state in
our development and savages behave typically in a crude
and selfish manner. Education and economic progress
makes us more civilised and more altruistic in out look.

And one more thing whi le commenting on
Governments and people at the top . Electing a
government is our basic responsibility and we have
socially a lot of col lective role to play beyond what
governments do. So any society that elects a set of
people to govern and then sits back only to judge what
they do or don’ t do, wi ll essentially suffer our fate.

State Governments. need to take initiatives too
within their r ole definition. If y ou see why Gujarat is
way ahead of other states in development. you’ll see
the point.

So, apart f rom being a social analyst, one may need
to go beyond apparent lines of duty. So let’s get cracking
on action plans instead of turning negative by making futile
comparisons between years past and now, as if we are
totally helpless regarding what’s cooking out ther e.

VIEWS OF THE CONCERNED CITIZENS
 Only such positive thinking wi ll hold out bet ter New

Years for us in future.
D.Krishnan

*****
Let us demand uprightness

 Yes, the world is turning ar ound the corner—While
Bush asked Americans to consume, Obama has asked
for virtuousness of the Americans and the Indian Prime
Minister is just a bookish scholar —Yet as citizens it is
our duty to demand uprightness and stand on the side
of uprightness by him.

Ravi
*****

Keep working

I w as happy to r ead this. You have summed up the
situation wel l. Keep working , otherwise things wi ll be
worse that they ar e even now !!!

Chennai D.K.Oza I.A.S (Retd)
 *****

I congratulate you on your intiative

Chennai Prof. M S Swaminathan
*****

There are still good people  

As for your question my reply is positive.  2010 and
every year thereafter wi ll be good for our country. The
reason is obvious….because there are still people like
you!

Chennai N.Vittal I.A.S. (Retd.)
*****

Let us not find fault always

You have mentioned a number of things that ar e
wrong with 2009.  They wer e all true.  

At the same time, ther e are a number of things that
are good as well.  We still stand as a nation and have the

While the concerned citizens do feel sad and should
certainly do whatever it is possible for them wi thin their
capacity and means,  the ball  is  clearly   in the court
of the Prime Minister of I ndia.  He has the authori ty and
powers and responsibility to set right things and r etrieve
the situation.  It is certainly the expectation of the country
men that the Prime Minister would emer ge more
forthright and determined  to pla y the role expected of
him.  I n today’s conditions, if the Prime Minister of I ndia
would not play the corrective role, no one else can.

WILL THE YEAR 2010 BE A REPEAT OF 2009 ?

Fortunately,the country toda y has a cultured, scholarly 
and well intentioned Prime Minister enjoying reasonable
level of approval  in the country.  At the same time, many
citizens do think that he should be mor e forthright and
aggressive in putting down the corrupt elements , dishonest
dealings and every one would hope that the Prime Minister
would not  toler ate the  negative situations.

To what extent the y ear 2010 would be better than
the year 2009 would  entir ely depend upon the Prime
Minister of I ndia fulfilling  the country ’s expectations.
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courage to change a government. We have a stable
government which many other nations do not enjo y.  

Corruption is a major problem, I agr ee.  At the same
time, ther e are thousands of people who have sacrificed
even their l ives for a cause and for the nation.  W e
should be proud of such persons.  

Let us hopefully look forward to the y ear 2010 and
do our best for the country instead of alw ays finding
fault wi th our country.

Joseph xavier SJ
*****

       Let God give us strength  

Thank you very much for your wonderful and useful
message to us.  I pray my Mighty and marvelous Lord
Jesus Christ to give new vision, health, gr eat social
thoughts and strength to you and your Nandini Voice
Team.
Chennai P. Selvaraj.

*****
Strengthen the family system

I am of opinion that we ha ve to go back, concentrating
on strenthening our family system.The modern education
system is not value based. Instead, it is  motiv ating
for neglecting seniors  and children.
Madurai M.Jeyakumar 

*****

It is a million $ question!

Chennai N.Dharmeshwaran
*****

Result of historical blunders

A lot of the pr oblems are obviously the carry forward
of historical blunders made by many political parties and
they are carried forward without seeking any solution
and they are increased by non issues being made as a
issue, say like the bifurcation of States.

We used to accuse the British for “Divide and Rule”
policy. Now our pol iticians are doing the same.

With Babri masjid dividing the major r eligions and
sowing the seeds of distrust, escalating terrorism, dividing
the States on linguistic basis and further dividing to smal ler
states, the energy and investments in the country gets
eroded and the policy that “Uni ted We Stand, Divided We
Fall” which won us the f reedom has now been destroyed.

There are a number of incompetent, sel fish and
corrupt pol iticians, government of ficials and village
officers.

 Every year we have more hungry people, angry
people and people who would rather commit suicide than
live in this l iving hell.

All this negative thoughts need to be addressed by
the Prime Minister. He needs to have a set of clean
administrators, competant ministers and wi ll our
democracy deliver that to him?

If al l this can happen,surely 2010 can be a better
year. But then we can never say that things wi ll not
change for the bet ter.Let us hope for the best.
Chennai K V S Krishna

*****
Our Prime Minister

Our Prime Minister, appear to be l ike a Dr.Jakyl and
Mr.Hyde.

You and I ar e aware that the bal l has been in the
Prime minister’s court ever since 2004. Unfortunately
for the nation, Sri. Manmohan Singh does not share this
view. He feels he is responsible only to the power that
put him in this place and he has no dir ect responsibility
to the I ndian parliament or nation.

Democracy and dynastic politics are poles apart.
There is no use blaming him or the oc cupant of
10 Janpath. The persons to be blamed and reformed
are the electorate.

Do you feel that the pr esent system of secrecy of
ballots is really protecting the voters especially in the
back ground of complaints against E V M ? I for myself
am not af raid of disclosing to whom I v ote for - I w ant
to be sure that my ballot has not been misappropriated
fraudulently!

In the electronic era, it would be easy to give option
to the voter about whether he w ants secrecy of ballot
or not - addi tion of a but ton would f acilitate this. Voter
who wants to keep his vote a secret can opt f or secret
ballot!  Please think over the suggestion.
Navalpakkam, Chennai Srinivasaan

*****
We have miles to go

While all of us are concerned and have been involved
in doing our best possible efforts for the benefi t of
humanity, we have miles to go in impacting positive
changes in the lives of the poor, needy and economically
weaker sections.

Chennai A.L.Rangarajan
*****

VIEWS OF THE CONCERNED CITIZENS
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God ha s to help us

In my opinion, every year is worst year because
the corruption, atr ocities, violence, counterfeit notes, non
implementation of court or ders even by the Govt.,
encroachments, loosing faith on the judges etc.. ar e
increasing every year.

 Let the Mighty God take the responsibility to take
out devils and evils leaving the good ones.

Chennai N.V.Ranganayakalu,

*****

Year 2010 will be worse

I f ear that  the y ear 2010 will be worse. Day by day
morality of pol iticians are getting worse. Separatist
movements are gaining momentum and votes are just
purchased. TV and liquor shop are continuously
destroying the minds of common people. Under such
circumstances,  only miracle can save the situation.

A stage has now come that one Mahatma Gandhi
will not be suf ficient for  this country.

I wi ll redeem myself to do the maximum and do
the work f or betterment of the societ y. Hoping that
miracle will occur.

Chennai Mani Janarthanan

*****

The root cause is public’s immorality

Most of the people are immoral and even partially
immoral people tend to become more immoral looking
at the success of most immoral people. And most
immoral people become successful mainly due to the
support of partial ly immoral people. Hence it is a vicious
circle.

Then how to get rid of abo ve vicious circle? What
appears to me is that people like us who really want to
serve India and in turn humani ty need to raise further
our efforts to sacrifice more and set an example for the
public. In America or many European countries, there
are immoral people but majori ty is moral and abide by
ethics and that is why they are better of f.

In time of perplexi ty to look f or an answer, Gandhiji’s
life and his messages are excellent references for us
like Shrimad Bhagwad Geeta was to him. He understood
Geeta correctly and lived to i ts message.

Indonesia Jawahar B.Goradia
*****

Only mass voice will galvasnise action

It is obvious to me that y ou have the integri ty and
the caring to ensure that I ndia be freed from the lack of
ethics and honesty that plagues the country at so man y
levels, the worst being f rom politicians and bureaucrats.

 Though I am a U.S. Citizen of I ndian origin, I am
more than happy to learn that ther e are so many people
like you who do care about the society and what we are
leaving for the children.

When I only r ead the about the pr oblem but find
that I cannot activ ely do something, however small, it
tends to make me an effect of the pr oblem rather than
being cause over it.

 I r ecommend that you draft a peti tion that an yone
on your email list can sign on-line and find a way to get
it to the Prime Minister ’s office. Only the mass voice of
caring people like you will galvanize the Prime Minister
into action. It also mak es the recipient of the email feel
that he did something to f urther the cause, which wi ll
increase his commitment level, rather than just being a
spectator to a national pr oblem.

The recipient then feels that he has done something
proactive rather than just get depr essed by the detai led
description of the pr oblem but then w ait and pray for
someone else to solve it (I n this case the Prime Minister).

Kailash
*****

CITIZENS SHOULD WAKE UP

You have said that the f ate of the y ear 2010,
entirely depends on the Prime Minister. This is correct
to a certain extent, but is i t not the perf ormance of the
country men that ul timately makes or mars things?. So,
the citizens should wake up and shape their thoughts
and actions in the best inter est of the country. That
would result in mor e of MM Singhs getting to posi tions
of responsibility in the Government.

Chennai SM Arasu
*****

LET US BE HOPEFUL

I f ully endose the concerns you have expressed. I
feel the first solution l ies in not losing hope. Oscar wilde
said “I may be living in gut ter, but sti ll I am able to see
the stars”. I str ongly believe that i t is these stars of hope,
that wi ll be silently contributing wi thout the world being
able to see and recognise its glitter.

Chennai  Suresh
*****

VIEWS OF THE CONCERNED CITIZENS
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The Congress has mounted a tiger inadvertently. It
can neither continue to si t nor dismount. Obviously, the
Congress panicked.

There should be a way of getting things done wi thout
making it into a chaotic pr ocess. After all not long ago,
the thr ee small states of Uttarkhand, Jharkhand and
Chhattisgarh too came out of a people’s movement
running to decades and clearly represented cultural and
social variation. I n fact they were the developed sections
of the parent state which f elt choked but final ly when
they were carved out, i t w as a smooth, peaceful,
democratic affair. The constitutional process was adhered
to and the government displayed much maturity and
leadership. Obviously, the gr oundwork was good and
people and parties well prepared. One misses this bold
and statesman like leadership in the current affair.

Is it the f ault of pr esent democratic system or is it
the f ault of the leadership not understanding the
democratic system and its processes of consultation and
patient handling? Why can’t the I ndians settle their
disputes peacefully and constitutional ly?

Why should they always resort to demonstrations,
protests, gheraos, burning of publ ic properties, fasts and

deaths before getting any response from the authori ties?
Why should the political parties, who swear by the
constitution and democracy, to “pr eserve and protect”,
become the greatest destroyers and criminals?

These are the questions which haunt the common
woman and man of I ndia.

The children look aghast at the burning bui ldings,
buses and trains. They may think that i f they burn al l
what do they leave for us.

India is a strange nation; the f amilies, privately, by
hook or crook amass wealth and property for their sons
and grandsons, but publicly destroy the community
structures and services.

Why? Partly this has been our inheri tance. The
Freedom Movement taught us al l these methodologies
of protests, against a tough and irr esponsible colonial
rule. So the same forms are being resorted to against a
non-responsive “responsible” government.

The absence of a mechanism and political mindset
to l isten and respond and to use the Parliament as a
forum for representing the people’s woes and demands,
rather than the str eets, has led to the present way of
settling personal scores and interests.

CONGRESS MOUNTS THE TIGER IN TELENGANA
WHY NOT WE SETTLE OUR DISPUTES PEACEFULLY?

Contributed b y Dr .Susheela K aushik Former Professor (P olitical Science), Delhi Univ ersit y

WHITHER GANDHIAN MORALS?
Contributed by M.R.Pillai, Coimbatore

Recently, the Governor of Andhra Pradesh, 86 year old .N.D.Tiwari was involved in a sex scandal and had
to resign his post. Just like Nero fiddling when Rome was burning, Tiwari was enjoying the company of
women, when Hyderabad was in turmoil due to agi tation f or Telengana.

Observance of rectitude on mat ters of money and sex represent the quality of a great person .But
sections of politicians in power, bureaucratics and even religious heads have greed for money and lust for sex.
To fulfill  their desires, they indulge in mean acts.

Before proceeding to England for studying law, Gandhiji gave word to his mother that he would not touch
liquor and woman. He kept up the wor d ti ll his last day. Acharya Kripalini and Jayaprakash Narain though
married practiced abstinence because their ideals, efforts and goal were to get Swaraj first. Vajpayee and
Kamaraj remained as bachelor for serving the nation.

Where are we now? Whither Gandhian morals?.

One sure outcome of the curr ent political stir in Andhra Pradesh is the loss of power of the congress
party. The general elections may be very far. But the next ma y be sooner, if the pr ospects of the Congress
party splitting brightens up . The rebel Congress leaders of Andhra Pradesh have no national leader to be
loyal to. There is no Andhra Congress man of national stature right now, who can save the situation.



12 Nandini Voice for the Deprived February 2010

Millions of words have been
written and spoken all over the world
as to whether the means adopted to
end the conflict in Sri Lanka were
appropriate.  While some would argue
that every act   is fair in a war like
situation, ther e could also be
arguments that suf ferings of the
innocents should not happen even in
the event of a war. History will judge
the role of many players in the ethnic
conflict that tormented Sri Lanka f or
such a long period.

Whatever may be the views,
one cannot mistake the fact that
there is an air of r elief amongst
every section of Sri Lankan citizens
that the confl ict have finally ended. 

In such situation, i t is very important that the
Government of Sri Lanka should show great quality of
statesmanship to win the confidence of everyone in the
country and build hope that whoever may form the
government in Sri Lanka, they would be f air and far
sighted.  Obviously, those in charge of the Sri Lankan
government face challenges and opportunities and it is
now the right time to pr ove themselves to the world
community that they ha ve the vision and wisdom to win
an era of peace after winding up an er a of conflict. 

In developing countries,
particularly in Asia, people
generally look f or the
leaders in  the Government
to  la y the path f or the
future and generally look for
inspiration f rom the
government.  Therefore, the
quality of governance and
the sense of responsibility
and devotion to the cause
that the go vernment would
exhibit would go a long w ay
in setting the mood in the

country.  The question is whether the
politicians and bureaucrats in Sri
Lankan government can rise upto the
occasion.  

Sri Lanka has enormous strength
in the f orm of natur al resources, a
beautiful landscape and people who
would work and sweat wi llingly for
forging ahead. They need  a proper
action plan and strategy and guidance
from a well meaning government in
tune with the pr evalent global trends
in technology and practices.

 The problem for Sri Lankan
government is that i t almost has to start
from a scratch  as considerable portion
of the country which w as the area of

conflict unti l recently, remains devastated. It needs huge
resources for rebuilding the economy of the erstwhi le
war zone and this cannot be done without a dose of
great efficiency combined with an understanding of the
mood, capability  and expectations of the population. 
These jobs would largely become easy in an atmosphere
of goodwill and compassion.

 Obviously, the compassion has to come from those
who are in authori ty. A government machinery by itself
cannot be compassionate unless a human touch would
be brought in  the deal ings of the government, which
would be possible only by involving the scholars,
intellectuals and religious personalities in the task. 

 The year 2010 would prove to be a rewarding and
fruitful happy year for Sri Lanka , if the national leadership
would successful ly energise the country in an
atmosphere of good wi ll for everybody from every one. 
If the  country would be f ortunate to ha ve the leadership
that would combine compassion  with ef ficiency and 
appropriate programme for progress,  Sri Lanka would
emerge stronger and can even become a role model for
the developing countries. 

The beginning of the year 2010 has set the right
stage to leap forward .

 Let the year 2010 be a year of glory f or Sri Lanka.

LET 2010 BE A YEAR OF COMPASSION 
AND  GROWTH  FOR  SRI  LANKA

 The year 2009 has proved to be decisive for Sri Lanka, giving hope particularly  to the  depriv ed 
and disheartened minorities, that an er a of peace and tranquility will ultimately begin f or them.
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India is identified as a country wi th ‘lack luster
performance in hunger elimination during the last 18
years’. Out of 930 mi llion ‘hungry’ people in the world,
India hosts nearly 250 million, almost 25 to 28% of I ndian
population. The country has the dubious distinction of
being categorized under ‘serious to alarming to extr emely
alarming Nation’, where many states have the worst
affected ‘hungry’ people with Madhya Pradesh topping
the list.

Many of the af fected people go to bed without f ood
for days together, leading to unr egistered starvation
deaths. The fact that malnutri tion and mortal ity of
children under five years of age contributed to ‘hunger
index’ speaks about the insensitivity, in spite of death of
thousands of poor children per day. Abject poverty,
hunger, starvation deaths are prevalent in the country
to deplorable level, but many people are ignorant and
indifferent about the serious human problem, as social
consciousness is much lower among the citizens.

Contrasting scenario

While the poorest of the poor struggle har d to f etch
a quarter of a square meal per day, but denied even
that much f or days together, leading to extr eme
weakness and starvation deaths, the middle class to
upper class to the richest people, enjoy over and above
their requirement of f ood, exemplified by extravaganza
in functions like marriages, birth day parties, religious
and cultural festivals.

How much of food items are carelessly wasted on
such occasions is known to everyone, but the at titude
is one of indifference to the fact that such wasted food
is equivalent to f eeding hundreds and thousands of most
needy people with prolonged ‘hunger’.

It seldom occurs to one’s mind that starvation death
is the cruelest punishment  to human beings, unf ortunate
lot in the I ndian society. The poorest people are resigned
to their f ate, whereas the ‘haves’ feel they are blessed
to enjoy life.

Current position

Although i t is the dut y of the Government of I ndia
and States to help the hungry people to pul l out f rom

distress by providing adequate food, it is not possible
for the governments alone to address the magnitude of
the problem of hunger 250 of mi llion people.

Even if funds are allocated for poverty alleviation,
hunger, shelter, health of af fected people, it does not
serve the purpose to the desired level, as revealed by
the GHI remaining at high level for years together and
the critical comments of the IFPRL.

So, elimination of hunger should be people’s
programme with agenda that tak es care of all the
affected people.

Divine duty

All that is r equired by many of us,  who ar e well
placed and can afford to show much needed compassion
and concern to the poorest hungry people, is to act wi th
firm commitment to el iminate ‘hunger’ altogether. So it
is nothing but a ‘divine dut y’ to rescue such people who
experience prolonged ‘hunger’ and on the verge of losing
life.

Compassionate appeal

In this context, the Nobel Laureate for Peace Mother
Teresa once said “if you cannot feed 100 people, feed at
least one per day”. This compassionate appeal should
stir the heart of ev ery individual, the spiri t to serve the
most ‘hungry’ by initiating action to f eed the poorest of
the poor. Hunger elimination wi ll be the noblest cause
in human society for everyone to get involved whole
heartedly.

Genesis of HEY (Hungry Elimination and You

A visit to the IFPRI  by the author and discussion
with the scientists who work on Global Hunger I ndex
(GHI) around the world, wi th special reference to the
situation in I ndia, where the GHI was high due to
malnutri tion and mortal ity of children below five years
prompted the author to find a solution to the National
problem.

The firm belief that man y Indians would agree to
understand the problem and come forward to r ender
helping hand, made the author to v enture into the HEY
movement.

HEY MOVEMENT
HUNGER ELIMINATION AND YOU

Contributed by Dr.V.Rajagopal

The report that I ndia is placed in the 66th position out of 88 countries f or Global Hunger Index (GHI),
along with poorest Nations like Ethiopia is the saddest news (International Food Policy Research Institute,
IFPRI Washington).
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Action plan

There are two ways to eliminate ‘hunger’, depending
on one’s own convenience and situations.

1)  To donate money to registered/ recognized trusts,
organizations, temples etc. involved in ‘f ree food’
schemes for poor people on various occasions. In this,
you are not directly involved but depend on the or ganizers
to serve the cause.

2)  To provide ‘food’ with your own (and f amily
members) hands to persons plagued with ‘hunger ’ on
occasions like birthdays, wedding anniversary, marriages,
festivals etc. In this you get the experience of l iterally
serving the most hungry persons as a commitment to
divine duty.

Spread the message

As hunger is a life and death problem being
encountered by millions of people in the country, as patriotic
and compassionate Indians, it is our dut y to rescue the
affected people as far as possible. It is not di fficult to r each
the vast population with the advanced communication
technology with the message on HEY  movement.

HEY MOVEMENT HUNGER ELIMINATION AND YOU

The e-mails can be sent to all the r elatives and
friends with at tachment on HEY movement, wi th a
request to forward the divine message to their gr oup of
people; likewise the information can spread to thousands
of people if one is convinced of the value of human life
in jeopardy for people with acute hunger.

The success of the HEY movement depends on the
sincerity of purpose and the call for divine duty to
eliminate ‘hunger’ throughout the year on some or other
occasions listed. If implemented wi th pride and honesty
few lakhs of people can be saved from ‘hunger’ in
reasonable time.

Is it not possible for you to send the message just
sitting at home spending valuable time for a noble cause?
Act swift ly with prayer.

For further detai ls, please contact
Dr.V.Rajagopal,
Retd.Director,CPCRI Kasaragod, Kerala
Phone:0877-2287083
Mobile: 094412 00217
E-mail: r ajve144@gmail.com

1,500 BILLBOARDS OF MANMOHAN SINGH, SONIA
IS IT NOT WASTE OF PUBLIC MONEY?

In a blatant show of sel f-promotion, the National Highways Authority of I ndia (NHAI) wi ll erect about 1,500
billboards with pictur es of  Prime Minister Manmohan Singh and UPA chairperson Sonia every 25km on the
national highways.

A circular has been issued to all project directors regarding provision of display boards at 25 km interv al on
both sides alternatively in English, Hindi and the local language.

Responding to an RTI query by applicant Subhash Chandra Agrawal, NHAI said out of the total of 1,488 such
billboards, a maximum of 282 wi ll be on national highways in Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Uttarakhand and Jharkhand,
249 in Rajasthan, Gujarat and Haryana and 214 in Tamil Nadu and Puducherry.

A total of 170 display boards are planned in Andhra Pradesh, 126 in Maharashtra and Goa, 120 in Delhi,
Madhya Pradesh and Chhattisgarh, 108 in West Bengal and Orissa and 91 in Karnataka and Kerala. While 70
billboards are proposed to be put in Punjab, Jammu and Kashmir and Himachal Pradesh, 58 will come up in
Assam and other north-eastern states.

The display boards are to be provided at the cost of the contr actor and NHAI will not incur any expenditure
on this account, the RTI reply said. The contractor will also be responsible for the upkeep.

“The original plan was that NHAI will bear the cost of these boards. Each such board could cost approximately
Rs 10 lakh. It seems the plan was pushed to benefit certain players in the bi llboard business. Over 1,000 boards
meant a business of over Rs 100 crore. an NHAI official said.

Realising that the high capi tal investment would cripple NHAI’s financial health, sources said, the plan was
changed. Recently, NHAI asked the project directors to submit the compl iance report.

Courtesy: Times of India, 8/1/2010
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The murder of the pol ice sub inspector on the road in Tirunelveli District in  Tamilnadu in the
month of January has sent shock waves in the country.

Murder appears to have become a matter of r outine in I ndia and nobody seem to bother
about this anymore. Most of the mur ders take place due to political reasons or family quarrels or
just f or burglary. The rapid spread of drinking habit in the country has contributed to the incr eased
number of murders and violence in substantial measure.

The murder of police sub inspector in Tamilnadu caused nationwide  shock not because of
the murder, which appears to have become routine in the country , but because of the way that the
two state ministers, senior IA S officer, district col lector, local police and others simply watched,
when the sub inspector asked for help and then col lapsed, when the help was not provided.
Nobody bothered to of fer help to him.

As the sub inspector sought help and then helplessly collapsed,  one wonders as to  what would
he have thought?  Perhaps, he would have  thought that i t would be bet ter to go a way “f rom such
friends” rather than l iving and giving protection and security to the pol iticians and bureaucrats. He
must also have thought about his wi fe and children who have to survive in this cruel world.

WHAT WOULD HAVE THE DYING
POLICE SUB INSPECTOR THOUGHT?

ENDLESS INCREASE IN PERKS
FOR MINISTERS AND PARLIAMENTARIANS

When it comes to jacking up their own perks and
privileges, our parliamentarians display rare unity and
solidarity.

In the latest instance also, this was evident when
the Rajya Sabha passed the Salaries and Allowances of
Ministers (Amendment) Bill without discussion. The Lok
Sabha had passed it in the same manner on December
18,2009.

The following are some additional benefits accorded
to ministers now

* Free air travel within the country to companions
and relatives of ministers in addition to their f amily
members.

* Ministers can take along any number of
companions or relatives by air subject to a maximum of
48 such fares per year.

* The spouse or legitimate or step chi ldren residing
with and dependent on the minister ma y undertake such
journey alone.

Some of their existing privileges

Salary: Average minister gets an MP’s basic salary
of Rs.1.92 lakh per annum with Rs.24,000 additional.

Travel: Free executive air class travel along with
private secretary or assistant private secretary or a
personal assistant. Can charter a plane, if required.

Accommodation:  A bungalow in Delhi: Costs
upwards of Rs.200 crore at today’s prices and would
mean a rental of Rs.60 lakhs a year.

****

Tamil Nadu MLAs to get salary hike

A bill seeking to amend the Tamil Nadu Payment of
Salaries Act 1951 has been introduced in the Tamil Nadu
State Assembly to hike the monthly w ages of legislators
by Rs.5,000 to Rs.8,000 and the traveling allowance from
Rs.5000 to Rs.20,000.

According to the statement of objects and r easons,
the pension of f ormer members is also hiked from
Rs.2,000 to Rs.10,000.The salary hike would come into
effect from April 1,2009.
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