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Individuality is my motto. I have no ambition beyond
training individuals up. I know very little; that little I
teach  without reserve; where I am ignorant, I confess it
as such and never am I so glad as when I find people
being helped by theosophists, christians, mohammedans,
or anybody in the world.

I am a sannyasin; as such I consider myself as a
servant, not as a master in the world�.
Truth will preach itself, it will not die for
the want of helping hands of me!

VVVVV

In the world, take always the position
of the giver. Give everything and look for
no return. Give love, give help, give
service, give any little thing you can, but
keep out barter. Make no conditions and
none will be imposed. Let us give out of
our own bounty, just as God gives to us.

Give as the rose gives perfume,
because it is its own nature, utterly
unconscious of giving.

VVVVV

Good and evil are in our own mind.

When the mind is self poised, neither
good nor bad affects it. Be perfectly free; then neither
can affect it and we enjoy freedom and bliss.

Evil is the iron chain, good is the gold one; both are
chains. Be free and know once for all that there is no
chain for you. Lay hold of the golden chain to loosen the
hold of the iron one, then throw both away.

VVVVV

The end of all religion is the realizing of God in the
soul. That is the one universal religion.

If there is one universal truth in all religions, I place
it here � in realizing God.

Ideals and methods may differ, but that is the central
point �. There is that beyond all books, beyond all creeds,
beyond the vanities of this world and it is the realization
of God within yourself.

SWAMI VIVEKANANDA SPEAKS
Swami Vivekananda in his short life span revealed  his thoughts on various subjects with extraordinary depth

and understanding.

Thoughts of Swami Vivekananda will stay to enlighten the humanity for long long time to come.

Some of the golden thoughts of Swami Vivekananda revealed on various occasions are provided in this article.

�Making happiness and misery the same, making
success and failure the same, fight thou on � (Gita).

It is that eternal love, unruffled equanimity under all
circumstances and perfect freedom from jealousy or
animosity that will tell. That will tell, nothing else.

VVVVV

Does renunciation demand that we all become
ascetics? Who then is to help the
others?

Renunciation is not asceticism.
Poverty is not a synonym for
hol iness; often the reverse.
Renunciation is of the mind. How
does it come?

In a desert, when I was thirsty,
I saw a lake. It was in the midst of
a beautiful landscape. There were
trees surrounding it and their
reflections could be seen in the
water, upside down. But the whole
thing proved to be a mirage. Then
I knew that every day for a month I
had seen this; and only that day,
being thirsty, I had learnt it to be

unreal. Every day for a month I should see it again. But
I should never take it to be real.

So, when we reach God, the idea of the universe,
the body and so on will vanish. It will return afterwards.
But next time we shall know it to be unreal.

VVVVV

We must plunge heart and soul and body into the
work. And until we be ready to sacrifice everything else
to one idea and to one alone, we never, never, will see
the light.

Those that want to help mankind must take their
own pleasure and pain, name and fame and all sorts of
interests and make a bundle of them and throw them
into the sea and then come to the Lord. This is what all
Masters said and did.
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You can enjoy your prosperity
only if you share your income with the deprived

and thus discover the satisfaction that it provides.

Desperate Calls

Poor man needs support for heart surgery
Sri.Gnanasigamani, age 33 years is suffering from

severe mitral regurgitation. He requires double valve
replacement. The total expenditure for this  surgery in
general ward is Rs.2,50,000/-

Sri.Gnanasigamani is a daily wage earner. His family
consist of two children and his wife.

The cheque may be drawn in favour of MIOT
Hospitals, Chennai and sent to the following address

Sri.Gnanasigamani
No.4, 3rd Street, Kannan Nagar, Maduraivoil, Chennai-600 095

Children suffering from heart disease

Cheque may be drawn in favour of Pallavan Pharmacy
College, Kancheepuram and sent to the following address:

Sri.A.Chandran S/o. Sri.Ayyavu
Vadakottipakkam (Village), Tindivannam (Tk)

Villupuram-604 303. Tamil Nadu

Elderly person needs hearing aid

Mrs.S.Seetha Lakshmi, age 67
years is a poor hearing impaired lady.

She requests for donation of
hearing aid.

Contact address
Mrs.S.Seetha Lakshmi
W/o.Sri.B.R.Srinivasan

226/2-H, (1st Floor), “V.V.S. House”, Opp.Sri Anjaneya
Kalyana Mandapam, K.K.Road, Villupuram-605 602

Disabled person needs tricycle
Sri.M.Arumugham is a poor disabled man.
Sri.M.Arumugham requests kind hearted persons for

donation of tri cycle with motor to move from one place
to another place.

Contact address:
Sri.M.Arumugham S/o.Sri.Muthukalai

Puthukulam,Narayanaswami Koil Street
Sathankulam (Via), Tuticorin (Dt),Tamil Nadu

Needs support for self employment
Mrs.G.Thamaraiselvi is a poor disabled lady. Her

husband is also a disabled man.
Mrs.G.Thamaraiselvi requests kind hearted persons

for financial help for setting up petty shop.
Contact address:

Mrs.G.Thamaraiselvi W/o.Sri.Guruswami
10A, Ramu Street, Vasudeva Nallur

Sivagiri(Tk), Tirunelveli (Dt)

Disabled girl needs support for education

Ms. Umasanthakumari is a poor disabled girl. She is
studying Diploma in Medical Lab Technician Course.

Sri.S.Asokan, age 13 years and Sri.S.Sathya, age 10
years are suffering from heart disease for which they
require open heart surgery and closed heart surgery. The
cost of the surgery is Rs.1,50,000/- and  Rs.95,000/-
respectively

The cheque may be drawn in favour Sri Ramachandra
Hospital, Chennai and sent to the following address.

Women�s Welfare Syndicate
8/2, Avenue Road, Nungambakkam, Chennai-600 034

Student needs financial support for education
Sri.A.Chandran, age 23 years is studying IInd year

B.Pharm in Pallavan Pharmacy College, Kancheepuram.
He has not been successful in getting educational loan
from the nationalized bank.

Sri.A.Chandran requests kind hearted persons for
financial help for a sum of Rs.37,000/- towards his 2nd

year college fees.
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Fees for this course is
Rs.20,000/- She has paid part of the
fees. She has to pay the balance
amount before examination date
(April 2009).

Ms. Umasanthakumari requests
kind hearted persons for support for
her studies.

Contact address:
Ms. Umasanthakumari D/o.Sri.P.Mumusami

Orathur (Post), Mundiyampakkam (Via)
Villupuram, Tamil Nadu

Visually impaired ladies  need job
Ms.Sujaya S Iyer. Age 36 years is a visually impaired

lady. She has obtained B.A. (Eng. Lit) degree from Gujarat
University. She has also passed typewriting and shorthand
examinations  conducted by Gujarat Technical Board.
She also completed Diploma in computer course (Voice
support).

Ms.Sujaya S Iyer is also having previous experience
as steno/secretary

Ms.Sujaya S Iyer requests for a suitable job
*****

Ms.V.R.Malathi, age 27 years is a visually impaired
lady. She is studying 2nd year B.A. English Literature in
Madras University.

She has passed English typewriting and  English
shorthand lower grade. She also knows computer
operations.

Ms.V.R.Malathi  requests for a suitable job

For further details, please contact
The Editor, Nandini Voice For The Deprived.

Visually impaired person needs job

Sri.R.Nagaraj. age 26 years is a poor visually impaired
person. He has studied upto 12th std.

Sri.R.Nagaraj knows book binding  work. He requests
for a job.

Contact address:   Sri.R.Nagaraj S/o.D.Ravi
Old No.348, New No.519

B.V.Colony, Vyasarpadi, Chennai-600 039

Poor boy needs support for medical treatment

Master S.Boopathi, age 4
years is suffering from heart
disease. National Rural Health
Mission�s  Ilam Sirar Irudaya
Padukappu Thittam diagnosed
and advised him to undergo heart
surgery.

The child�s  father Mr.K.
Shanmugapandi is unskil led
labourer. Due to financial
difficulties. the child�s heart

surgery is being delayed.

For further details, please contact:
Mr.K. Shanmugapandi S/o.Sri.Kandhaiah

1-160, West Street, Maruthangkinaru (PO)
Sankarankoil-627 953 (Tk), Tirunelveli, Tamil Nadu

DESPERATE CALLS

In earlier days, when strong criticisms and adverse
comments would appear in the press, the politicians in
power and bureaucrats used to take note of them  and
react directly or indirectly.  However, these days, we
often do not see any sort of reactions to such criticisms
in the media and one wonders as to whether those
occupying positions in the government read the media
reports at all!

Ultimately, it only appears that the helpless writers
in the media express their views  and helpless citizens
(readers)  read them, discuss between themselves and
nothing happens thereafter.  It is a tragedy that  public
opinion appears to be becoming an impotent tool in

IMPOTENT  PUBLIC  OPINION
today�s democratic set up. This was not the situation a
few decades back in the country.

This is not a healthy condition since an
unresponsive  government  can lead to the loss of faith
in the systems amongst the people.

Unfortunately, in today�s conditions in India, nothing
worthwhile can take place without the government
being involved and playing a positive role.  The citizen�s
initiative have great limitations and  this often does
not go beyond  expressing some views and perhaps
making some demonstrative protests.

The question today   is how to get a government
that would be  interested in fair governance and would
be responsive  to the people�s needs.
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Readers’ forum
Readers’ forum provides space for the enlightened readers to give expression to their views

on a variety of socio economic issues that is of relevance to the society.

Further enrichment of the journal with your thoughtful inputs would certainly go a long way
in promoting the cause that the journal seeks to espouse.

Nobel peace prize
A prize instituted by �a merchant of death�

Dear Sir,

Alfred Nobel�s name is associated with betterment
of mankind. But he has also been called �a merchant of
death� because Nobel invented dynamite and during his
life, he amassed great wealth manufacturing and selling
lethal explosives.

In his will, he stipulated that 9 million dollars be set
aside and that each year the interest accrued be awarded
to individuals who make remarkable achievements in
Physics, Chemistry, Medicine, Literature and Peace.

Is it not a paradox that a man with his invention
killing millions of people be so eager to award benevolent
and even peaceful attainments? His contention was that
as weapons become more deadly, war would become
less likely.

Did Nobel�s prediction prove true? Less than 20 years
after Nobel�s death ,World War I broke out in which nearly
10 million soldiers were killed and more than twice the
number were wounded, disabled and deprived of their
livelihood. The barbarity of World War I caused renewed
interest in peace that led to the formation of the League
of Nations. U.S. President Woodrow Wilson a prominent
figure in this cause, won the Nobel Peace Prize in 1919.

Did war end once and for all? World War II again
happened. Ironically, the bombs that were dropped were
developed on the line of Nobel�s own invention.

Thus far, history has taught us that the invention of
terrible explosives and deadly weapons has not brought
this world any closer to peace.

No sane man should accept the prize instituted by
Alfred Nobel because it is literally tainted with mercilessly
and profusely shed human blood.

Coimbatore G.E.M.Manoharan

Encouragement to students
to think and introspect

Dear Sir,

There was a weekly magazine called FORUM,  edited
and published by Joachin Alva from Bombay in 1948.

The magazine encouraged the college students  to
contribute articles by offering prizes for the best articles.

At that time, I was in Final B.A. in Loyola College,
Chennai and I was inspired  to write an article. It
appeared in the edition on August 1, 1948, capturing
the prize. Our then Principal Rev.Father Jerome Disouza
D Souza patted me for bringing credit to the college..

Students who ought to stand out as the shining lights
of our country�s future should introspect about the
national problems.

It is heartening to note that Nandini Voice For The
Deprived has chosen the covetous path of encouraging
the students to think and participate in the essay
competitions on subjects of national interest and priority.
Chennai K.N.Narayana Pillai

Border disputes within the country
Dear Sir,

The border dispute generally arises between two
neighbouring countries and not within the states of one
nation.

But unfortunately  India has been facing internal
border disputes between the states, which has become
a big head ache for the entire nation.

Border row between Maharashtra and Karnataka (on
Belgaum affair) has become a  burning issue and is looked
upon as much more important than Indo Pak, Indo-China
and Indo Bangladesh border issues.

At the same time, thousands of square miles of Indian
territory has been occupied by China. Nobody appears
to be concerned about it.
Mumbai Sridhar V. Kulkarni

Dynastic government rules
Dear Sir,

It is unfortunate that in our democratic country where
dynastic rules in princely states were put an end to after
independence, we see that the phenomenon of dynastic
and family rules are rearing their ugly heads once again

At the national level, members of three generation
of the Nehru family have tasted the Prime Minister status
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already. Now, a fourth generation member is aspiring
for the Prime Minister�s chair.

In Kashmir, two generation of same family have
already enjoyed power. The third generation member
has now become Chief Minister after the recent polls.
Similar is the case in several other states

Do we have dynastic government or democratic
government?

Coimbatore M.R.Pillai

Ban Jallikkattu

Dear Sir,

In Spain famous for Bull fighting, the exhibitions are
arranged in stadiums where the spectators are seated in
the galleries far away from the scene of action on the
ground. The fighters do not physically fight with the bulls
but hold a red flag. When waves, the bulls come to charge
the red flag. But the fighter move away at the nick of
time. This kind of baulking  goes under the name bull
fight and very rarely the people  get hurt.

But in Tamil Nadu�s jallikattu shows, the participants
actually fight with the running bulls to bring them under
control. The bulls in rage often gets into the crowd and
wound the spectators.

Whenever and wherever jallikattu exhibitions take
place, news of wounded and killed men appear in the
newspapers. It is high time that the lethal jallikattu is
banned once for all.

Coimbatore M.R.Pillai

HIB visa policy in USA

Dear Sir,

US senate has approved a bill which temporarily bars
companies that have received the economic bailout
money under the Trouble Assets Relief Program (TARP)
from hiring H1B employees.

While it will be extremely tough on the foreign
nationals who have offers from these companies, I think
it also makes a lot of sense at a time when unemployment
is at a 30 year high in USA.  This is a pragmatic policy
based on enlightened self interest.

Tucson, Arizona, USA   Nandini Venkataraman

Insensible pay revision by government

 Dear Sir,

Kudos to your thought provoking article under the
caption  �Insensitive pay revision by government�.

When the whole country is reeling under recession
and  the poor and lower middle class are unable to meet
their both ends  meet, the Central government has
increased the salary and  emoluments of the President
on one side and the Tamil Nadu Government is  engaged
in building a beach resort for the Governor.

When Revered Rajaji took over from Lord Mount
Batten as the Governor- General, he asked the
government to reduce his salary  from          Rs. 2 Lakhs
per month to a mere Rs. 5000 per month.

Rajaji lead a pure and simple life as advocated by
Mahatma Gandhi. But now we find that everyone in top
post in government is vying with each other for increasing
their emoluments and allowances  at the cost of the
exchequer.

Further, it is reported that Mukesh Ambani is building
a  luxurious 14 storeyed bungalow in Mumbai at a cost
of over Rs 450  Crores ; and another industrialist in the
south has announced to  follow suit.

India in the eyes of the world is a poor country but
the government and a few privileged wealthy persons
do not seem to  care for the plight of the poor and
downtrodden in the country.

Chennai K.R. Krishnan

Bottoms up approach to fight corruption

Dear Sir,

While speaking on the occasion of Rajaji Birthday
celebrations under the auspices of Senior Citizens Forum
Nanganallur recently, Sri B.S.Raghavan IAS (Retd) said
that each one in the family has a responsibility to ponder
and find out whether any new luxury item in the family
is bought by fair or unfair means.

This is to ensure that the bread winner in the family,
father, son or anyone else do not accept anything other
than by means of his or her sweat, honest and hard
work.

Now our former President Dr A.P.J.Abdul Kalam has
appealed to the youth in the country to stop their elders
at home from bribing the Government officials so as to
eradicate the corruption in the country.

Every youth in the country should take a pledge not
to seek or obtain any seats and / or jobs by any means
other than by merit.

Chennai K.R.Krishnan

READERS� FORUM
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Text of the appeal to the Chief Election
Commissioner

With yet another Parliamentary election
coming, there is one more opportunity for the
nation to give itself a good government. It is
for the citizens of India and the Chief Election
Commissioner to ensure that this would
happen.

The biggest issue in Indian
Parliamentary democracy is the hard fact that
it has not been possible to prevent people
with criminal background to get themselves
elected to parliament all the time.  A number
of reports brought out in recent times
highlight the fact that quite a number of
persons who get elected to parliament have
criminal background, with some of them
facing even murder charges. Such persons
with money power hoodwink the voters to get
themselves elected, since considerable
percentage of electorates are illiterate and
are not well informed. When people with
corrupt and dishonest background sit in
parliament, how can the country get quality
governance?

Necessarily, some method should be
immediately and urgently found out to ensure
that the people with criminal background  and
those facing charges of corruption and
murder would not be permitted to contest for
parliamentary elections.

Citizens can only voice their concerns
but Chief Election Commissioner has the
authority, powers and responsibility to act and
respond to the concern of the citizens.

The Chief Election Commissioner
should immediately rise up to the occasion
and meet the expectations of the concerned
people by examining as to how the existing
rules and regulations can be more effectively
put to use to prevent the criminals from
contesting in the forthcoming parliamentary
elections. There is certainly scope for
progressive and forward looking
interpretation of existing rules and regulations
in this regard and the ball is clearly in the
court of Chief  Election Commissioner.

If necessary, the Chief Election
Commissioner should invite suggestions and

guidance from the citizens as to how to
effectively prevent the criminals from
contesting parliamentary elections within the
ambit of the existing rules and regulations.
Perhaps, he may get number of original and
fruitful ideas that can be implemented
successfully within the next few months.

This forthcoming parliamentary election
would not serve any purpose, if the criminal

AN APPEAL TO CHIEF ELECTION COMMISSIONER
“PREVENT CRIMINALS FROM ENTERING PARLIAMENT”

Nandini Voice For The Deprived sent an appeal to the Chief Election
Commissioner requesting him to ensure that criminals would be prevented
from entering the parliament. Copy of the appeal was also sent to a few
eminent thinkers.

Chief Election Commissioner Sri. V. Gopalaswamy replied to the appeal
immediately. A few eminent thinkers also responded. The text of the
appeal, reply from the Chief Election Commissioner and the views of the
thinkers are provided.

elements can not be prevented from
contesting polls.

One would be extremely concerned as
to what would happen to this country and its
governance, if the present conditions would
continue, where parliament becomes a
sanctuary for large number of criminals  that
would make Indian parliament a mock
exercise.

Text of reply from the Chief Election Commissioner
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Mr.D.K.Oza, IAS (Retd)

Government of India is thinking of a law to the effect
that �anyone against whom a court has already framed a
charge� will not be allowed to contest the poll. I do not
think this law will be passed. Anyway, I agree with you
completely.

b b b b b

Mr.Syed ali Mijitaba, Journalist

You have raised a very valid concern. However as
per the rule of the game now, only a convicted person
can be debarred from contesting elections. All the charge-
sheeted persons are assumed to be innocent, even if
they are criminal, rapist, murderer or have amassed huge
amount of money.

Take the case of ministers who are facing innumerable
cases of  disproportionate assets. Some how, they have
been able to dodge the judiciary for long time. Some
cases are going on about ten years old. How long can it
go on?

I can see only 3 ways to overcome this problem

1. The people who are charge sheeted should be
debarred from contesting polls.I know this will
be resisted tooth and nail by the politicians. I
really doubt whether the citizens can put
pressure on this issue. I wonder if they have
any power to do so and even if they got  one,
whom they will put pressure on- same old
politician - will they sign their death warrant?

2. The other way this can happen is  by speedy
trial of such charge sheeted cases and fast
judgment. Again, we know this is not deliverable.
We have seen that inspite of special courts being
created,  there is no justice forthcoming. The

�PREVENT CRIMINALS FROM ENTERING PARLIAMENT�
VIEWS OF THE THINKERS

political class have so much clout over judiciary
that this arrangement has been stymed.

3. Other way could be that political parties should
stop issuing tickets to the tainted politician. But
I wonder which political party would do so. They
will all harp that a person is innocent till
convicted.  I wonder if election commission can
do anything about it. So how we get rid of this
problem?

Well, we need some kind of JP movement once again
to handle this problem.  I am not very optimistic that
anything can be done very easily.

b b b b b

Mr.N.L.Rajah, Senior Advocate
I appreciate the anguish of good people that the

country is hijacked by persons with criminal background.
However, people with criminal background entering

the electoral fray is the effect that a bad system has
produced and is not the cause. The reasons for the
systems going bad are complex and we need to address
them comprehensively before any solution emerges.

To my mind, the first and foremost reason for the
system going topsy turvy is the enormous amount that
a candidate has to spend to contest for elections. The
ceiling of Rs.15 lakhs provided by the Representation of
the People�s Act has become a farce, since that sum does
not apply to the amount that a candidates� supporters
spend for him.

Therefore, the first thing that a candidate who wins
a Lok Sabha election does is to concentrate on retrieving
that sum ( which would well run to a few crores) as also
provide a cushion to contest the next election. Therefore,
even if you elect a clean candidate, the compulsions of
the system are such that by the time he completes his
term, he would have broken laws and become a criminal.

Therefore, what is that we achieve? In my opinion,
it is better to demand stringent rules and regulations be
applied to expenses during elections than other issues,
which may follow later.

On the question of banning people with criminal
records, we need clarity on our demands.  Even if such a
bar were to apply,it should only apply to candidates who
are charge sheeted for heinous crimes like murder,
treason, dacoity, rape etc., Even here, given the dismal
state of our judicial system where the ruling party has
come to have a definite control over the lower judiciary,
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it is a moot point as to whether  such a control can be
expected to produce a satisfactory result.

Again, there are politicians who for just causes may
have been involved in dharnas and other forms of �illegal�
agitations and have been charge sheeted. Is it fair to
debar them from elections? Remember that even the
British did not apply such rules; for if they had, many of
our freedom fighters would not have been able to contest
elections that happened before 1947.

Prof. M S Swaminathan

I agree with you that the elections should lead to a
good and honest government. We are grateful to you for
your efforts.

b b b b b

Mr.K V S Krishna, Social Activist

The points are very important. I hope, one day the
government will put a minimum educational qualification
for contesting elections and also restrict any one standing
for more than two terms. Will it happen, I wonder.

b b b b b

Mr. Viswnathan, Social Activist

I totally share your concerns on this issue.

With  most of the political parties, especially the front
runners displaying no qualms about the induction of
criminals of all shades into their fold, the scenario is
pretty intimidating.

Where and how to confront this is a daunting task.
I have no clue.

You could probably set up a platform for debate and
invite personalities and professionals, well ground in
these areas. Such an initiative may throw up a blue print/
charter for atleast a campaign, if not action.

b b b b b

Mr.N.Vittal

One sure method is to ban candidates against whom
criminal charges have been framed in a court of law from
contesting elections till the final court verdict is received.

No politician will agree to this as it means harakiri
for him. I think that the Chief Election Commissioner
invoking his inherent powers, should ensure fair and free
elections by amending  appropriate rules under the
Representation of Peoples Act. Let the validity of this
action be decided by the Supreme Court.

�PREVENT CRIMINALS FROM ENTERING POLITICS� - VIEWS OF THE THINKERS

FEES HIKE BY DOCTORS
Like the house owners who hike the house rent at

every opportunity, the medical practitioners in the
country also appear to have started fleecing the patients
who approach them for any treatment.

In recent times, the doctors who used to charge
Rs.50/- for consultation for a few minutes now demand
Rs.100 and those who used to charge Rs.100/- now
demand Rs.200/- or more. In places like Delhi and
Mumbai, some doctors demand even Rs.1000/- for a
consultation of a few minutes even for simple ailments.
One wonders as to whether the doctors have formed a
cartel to hike the fees all over the country. Should there
not be a norm for collection of fees by doctors and is
there not any responsibility for the Medical Council in
the matter?

Further,  it is very rare that the doctors give proper
receipts for the consultation fees collected, which can
become unaccounted money. Obviously, crores of
rupees of consultation fees paid to the doctors could
be becoming source of massive unaccounted money in
the country. On many occasions, some hospitals insist
that payment of even more than Rs. 10,000/- should
be paid in cash. They would not even accept demand

draft. One wonders as to what is the income tax
authorities do on such matters and why they ignore
such practices.

Sometime back, while delivering the budge speech
in Parliament, the Finance Minister said that any
transaction above Rs.10,000/- should be made only by
way of cheque. Such announcement in Parliament seem
to have gone with the wind.

One would be particularly concerned about the
plight of the people in the lower income group who are
asked to pay high consultant fees by most of these
doctors without any consideration for their economic
background. While there are many government
hospitals, they are still far from adequate in number
and they are not well spread everywhere. Quality and
commitment of services provided by such government
owned hospitals are much below the desirable level,
forcing the poor people to seek the services of private
doctors.

Medical profession is supposed to be a noble one
and the doctors should have consideration atleast for
the poor patients. They also certainly should give proper
receipts and duly pay their tax dues honestly.
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Mr. R. Desikan, Chennai

Objectivity is being sacrificed for personal emotions.
News is merged with opinions and attempt to make
opinion appear as news is highly condemnable.

When media talks about corruption, do they close
their eyes to their reporters expecting money for news
coverage? It happens in most news papers and
magazines. Is it not shameful?

Are we consciously accepting corruption as a way of
life? Media can he powerful. Germany used it to spread
falsehood about the second world war.

Sensational news about while color crime is never
followed up to the end. News is once; not for follow up.
How nice it would be if  fol low up action
gets a predetermined space in every media?

There is a lot to be said. But the redeeming factor is
atleast in India we can speak out openly. Thank God for
that. If such a freedom is used to propagate truth, won�t

COMMENTS ON INDIAN MEDIA
corruption come down? Commercial consideration seem
to over power media freedom and its objectivity.

b b b b b

Mr. D. V. Venkatagiri, Chennai
In the last twenty years or so the two greatest blows

to our country has been
1) Tyranny of big money in  education ( Professional

Courses)
2) Crass commercialisation of Media.
I have no clue on how we are going to come out of

this morass.
b b b b b

Mr. D.K.Oza, Chennai
Most of the media (meaning TV Channels, Radio

stations, Newspapers and journals) are owned by the
Government  or by the rich and NOW openly politicians
own TV channels. I do not need to give examples. This
means there is very little independent journalism or media
coverage. The subject needs careful study and strong action.

Media used to be hailed as fourth estate  and one of
the pillars of democracy.

However, in recent times, there are enough reasons
to think that the standards of media in India is not what
it should be.

The essence of the media is that it should be patriotic,
straight forward and should not have any motives, apart
from the motives of national good. Business promotion
and money making cannot be  the central theme of media
activity.  Unfortunately  today, the media houses give an
impression that they are as much business conscious as
the business houses are. As a matter of fact, there are
several business houses which have entered into media
business,  that  have contributed to distorting the goals
and objectives of the media itself.

 It is very important that those in charge of the media
houses  and serving in the media like reporters and
editors should be characterized by simple living and high
thinking , that would ensure  that  they would discharge
their duties in the national interest alone  at any cost.

It is no more a secret that atleast some section of
the media and the reporters can be influenced by one
way or the other  to carry out motivated writings.
Sponsored columns in journals and newspapers and
sponsored programmes in TV media have been

 FADING DIFFERENCE
BETWEEN MEDIA HOUSES AND BUSINESS HOUSES

happening too frequently ,where the sponsors would be
able to have their views and ideas publicized , making it
look as if it is a genuine news.   It is also widely suspected
that several newspapers and TV media have partisan
approach to political parties  and they highlight or ignore
news depending upon their leanings.  This is not a healthy
trend at all. Certainly, the editors and reporters can have
independent views but while publishing , the actual news
and their views should have clear distinction.

 In today�s India where politicians, administrators,
police officials and even judiciary face corruption charges,
if the media also would get distorted,  who would debate
the national issues  dispassionately?

 The basic need  is that the reporters and editors
should function with commitment only to the national
cause and in the process if they would lose  business
prospects or settle for lower salaries and wages , they
should be prepared for the same.  This is the price that
those venturing into media activity who are supposed to
come into the media jobs for the love of it and the
satisfaction  that it would provide them, should be willing
to pay.

A  situation should not exist where fighting for the
national cause would involve fighting against media also.
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For the last sixty years, not a single day has passed
without India and Pakistan accusing each other for one
reason or other. Even today, after more than six decades
of both the countries getting freedom from foreign rule,
it appears that the conflict between them would be
eternal.  The history may judge that  this condition has
been due to the lack of statesmanship of the leadership
of both the countries, which have not been able to
appreciate the need for harmony in relationship between
the neighbours, to forge ahead.

This conflict have cost both the countries dearly and
have been one single important reason for  both these
countries being unable to realize their economic
potentials, with the wealth of both the regions being
wasted  to substantial extent in avoidable military conflicts
and building up arms and ammunitions. The net gainers
of this conflict have  been the arm merchants and military
hardware producers across the world.

What is particularly striking is that even when the
governments in both the regions, whatever may be the
form of government or the political party in power, have
not been seeing eye to eye, there is fundamental warmth
in relationship between the individual citizens of India
and Pakistan.  Whenever even semblance of opportunities
for contacts existed, the citizens of both the countries
have been responding to each other with great mutual
appreciation.  The Hindi cinemas are popular in Pakistan
and there are many admirers of cricketers of Pakistan in
India. Many citizens of Pakistan have come with their
families to India for medical treatment and they have
been treated with great care by the Indian hospitals.
Many other instances of such relationships can be readily

HOW LONG  SHOULD INDIA AND PAKISTAN LIVE IN CONFLICT ?
pointed out, obviously indicating  that there is basically
no need for strain in the relationship at all.

In the last several months,  the Pakistani government
appears to be realizing that it is also a victim of terrorism.

Mr. C. Rajagopalachari , the great Indian statesman
and the first Governor General of independent India who
could think beyond his time repeatedly said earlier that
the best way of promoting harmony between India and
Pakistan is to lay stress on the points of agreement rather
than the points of disagreement. When the amity and
understanding between the individual citizens of India
and Pakistan would be systematically cultivated and
encouraged, a right climate would emerge when the
issues that are apparently unsolvable can be solved in
one stroke.  The attitude of give and take in  approaching
the issues can do wonders.

What is very important now is to encourage people
to people contacts between both the countries. Certainly
there are sane elements in Pakistan as we have in India.
The governments of both the countries should decide
that cultural exchange programmes , cooperation in the
fields of education and sports etc. should be fostered.
Only two hands can clap and therefore wisdom should
prevail amongst the leadership in both the countries.

Citizens of India and Pakistan should  continue to
cooperate in spite of all the present confusion in
relationship and it is extremely necessary that the ray of
hope for peace should be maintained and strengthened
in whatever possible way.

Imagine the benefits of cooperation that can happen
to both the countries which would be both social and
economic.
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The Supreme Court sounded the grim warning that
the criminal justice system had been subverted, with
witnesses being manipulated and trials being hijacked
with judges and lawyers remaining �handicapped
witnesses�.

Making the chilling observation, which to many only
confirmed the widely held perception of the erosion of
the system, a Bench, comprising Justice BN Agrawal,
GS Singhvi and Aftab Alam, also said that lower judiciary
had decayed.

The courts of magistrate and munsif have ceased to
be an option for the common man, the Bench said and
compared the lower courts to ill equipped and ill staffed
public health centers in rural areas.

Only those people go there who have no other option,
said the Bench as an apparent indicator of the low
measure of public faith in these courts, which are the
first points of dispute  settlement for the masses.

The comment is perhaps the sharpest over from the
apex court on the health of the country�s judicial
administration system.

�PUBLIC LOSING FAITH IN US�,
 SUPREME COURT WARNS LOWER COURTS

The growing popular pressure for across-the-board
transparency in public appears to have blown the
judiciary�s resistance to the demand for the declaration
of judges� assets.

Chief Justice of India K G Balakrishnan is learnt to
be mulling a proposal to make it mandatory for judges
of the High Courts and the Supreme Court  to declare
their assets to the President, their appointing authority.

The fresh proposal being deliberated upon by the
Chief Justice of India signals a significant departure from
the earlier stubbornness in the judiciary .

Under the May 7, 1997 resolution passed at the Chief
Justices conference, the voluntary declaration of assets
by Supreme Court judges to the Chief Justice of India
and  similarly, the High Court judges declaring  their
assets to the respective Chief Justice was suggested.

In fact, last year, the Chief Justice of India had written
to High Court Chief Justices, asking them to ensure that
judges would adhere scrupulously to the 1997 resolution
and declare their assets periodically to them.

WHY NOT JUDGES DECLARE THEIR ASSETS?
However, there was strong opposition to making

public the details of their assets, on the old-fashioned
argument that it would impinge upon the independence
of the judiciary. This stand had been under stress since
the enaction of the Right to Information Act in 2005 and
there had been numerous applications seeking details
about the assets of the judges.

The real progress towards bringing down the iron
curtain was taken by the Chief Justice of India recently
when he directed the Supreme Court Registry that it
should at least give information whether or not judges
declared their assets periodically, as was envisaged under
the 1997 resolution.

In recent time, many judges have been accused of
corrupt practices, which has created doubts in the minds
of the citizens. Judiciary has to take some urgent steps
to restore it�s image and credibility amongst the people.
The best way of doing this would be to declare the assets
and properties of the judges from time to time and put
them in the public domain.

Many would have been surprised that so many Padma
awards  have gone to the citizens of one state namely
Tamil Nadu.  This makes one wonder as to what is the
basis  for  selection of Padma awardees.

While this is not to  cause any aspersion on the
winners of the Padma awards, certainly the government
need to explain as to how it   arrives  in the choice of the
awardees.  If there is any established procedure, it is
certainly not known to the  average citizen.  In such

NEED  FOR  TRANSPERANCY  IN   PADMA AWARDS
circumstances, many may think that the choice of
awardees is a political decision or a bureaucratic exercise
with recommendation and influence having a place.

In today�s conditions, where  the credibility of the
politicians and bureaucrats are often  viewed with
suspicion,  the government should observe Mahatma
Gandhi�s dictum  that � a man of  truth  should also be a
man of care�.
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Nandini Voice For The Deprived is organizing an All
India essay competition for college students on the
following subject.

PUB CULTURE IN INDIA - SHOULD IT BE CURBED?

The recent violent incidents in Karnataka, protesting
against the pub culture has generated nationwide debate
on the subject.

Section  of the  media appears to be largely
condemning the violent protest against the pub culture
and deploring it as �moral policing�.

 While the violence is certainly condemnable, there
appears to be considerable concern in the country about
the fast spreading pub culture which could affect the
moral  values amongst the youth.  The opposition to pub
culture not only come from the senior citizens but also
from the section of the youth, as evident from  informal
discussions that Nandini Voice had with cross section of
young men and women in the country.

The young students  are really the stake holders in
this issue  and their views must be ascertained before

ALL INDIA ESSAY COMPETITION
FOR COLLEGE STUDENTS ON

�PUB CULTURE IN INDIA - SHOULD IT BE CURBED?�
arriving at a national consensus on  this controversial
debate.

Nandini Voice For the Deprived desires to provide an
opportunity to the college students all over India to
express their views on the subject and contribute their
thoughts to the national debate. Nandini Voice For the
Deprived invites college students all over India to write
their views on the subject .

The essay should be of maximum one thousand
words  and can be written  in English, Tamil or Hindi.

Ten of the best entries would be short listed for cash
awards.

The essays should be sent on or before 10th March,
2009 to the following address :

Nandini voice for The Deprived
M 60/1, 4th Cross Street, Besant Nagar, Chennai-600090

Tel:- 91-44-24916037
Email:- nsvenkat@md4.vsnl.net.in
Website:- www.nandinivoice.org

Essays can be sent by email or post.

GLOBAL HUNGER INDEX
Contributed by K.V.S.Krishna, Chennai

The global hunger index prepared by International Food Policy Research
Institute classifies India at 66th rank and  only 12 nations are worse off below it.
Classification is done by points with gradation of 1) low hunger 2) moderate
hunger 3) serious hunger 4) alarming hunger 5) extremely alarming hunger.

12 of the 17 states in India fall under the category of �alarming and extremely
alarming� with Madhya Pradesh at 82nd rank in the world on par with Ethiopia.
India�s best state Punjab, stands 34th rank under Global Hunger Index on par
with Ghana.

The hungry persons get only 20% of the 2000 calorie that is required for
normal maintenance.

Eventhough India produces 227 million tonnes of food crops, the limiting
factor is accessibility of the poor. There is no buying power with some 800
million people who earn less than Rs.20 to Rs.25 per day! India loses 20% food
due to lack of storage and pest damage.

One percent of the world�s people control 40% of the global wealth
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There were a number of instances where
Sri Bhagavan assisted creatures, animal and human, in
the last moments of their earthly existence. From his
own loving hands Valli the deer, Laskhmi the Cow and
Jackie the Dog left the body as did Palaniswami and
Bhagavan�s own mother, Alagammal.

As for the monkeys of Arunachala, Bhagavan also
witnessed friends among them come and go, some due
to wounds sustained in the battle for the monkey�s throne.
Like the struggles surrounding human leadership
succession, on occasion male monkeys would band
together and initiate coups to put one of their number in
power. Often two lesser dominant males would form an
alliance in order to oust a ruler. Bhagavan noted this
remarkable behaviour and on occasion was even privy
to coronation ceremonies.

One day, an ashramite discovers an old monkey down
below Skandashram and approaches Sri Bhagavan�.

Ashramite: Bhagavan, a monkey is lying below. He
looks as if he is dying.

Bhagavan comes out to have a closer look. Coming
to the side of the dying monkey, Bhagavan inquires of
him�

Bhagavan: What happened to you, poor fellow?
Bhagavan and the ashramites move the ailing monkey

closer to the Ashram while other monkeys watch nearby.
They lay him near Bhagavan who lifts his head.

Bhagavan: Oh, my goodness, it�s you! The old
monkey king!

Devotee: Which monkey king?
Bhagavan: (Looking intently at its face)Yes, the same

monkey king:
Bhagavan lifts the monkey onto his lap. The latter

looks up at him sadly.
Bhagavan: King of monkeys! Don�t fear anything. Be

brave!
The monkey opens his eyes and in a daze, looks up

at Bhagavan. When Bhagavan moves his leg to adjust
his posture, the monkey gets a fright and in his confused
near death state, suddenly bites Bhagavan�s leg.
Bhagavan winces slightly.

Devotee: My goodness, Bhagavan!

BHAGAVAN SRI RAMANA MAHARISHI
FRIEND OF ANIMALS

Bhagavan Sri Ramana Maharishi�s samathva (treating all alike) was not merely theoretical but extended to
all, including the monkeys. Courtesy : Mountain Path

Bhagavan: (Smiling and seemingly unconcerned) Don�t
worry. It is not serious. There are four scars on this body,
all reminders of the honours done me by monkeys!
(Addressing the monkey) What do you say, King?

Bhagavan looks up to the trees where two other
monkeys sit watching.

Bhagavan: (Indicating the two in the tree) You see
those two there? They are the two chieftains once
banished by this King.

A very faint sound is heard from the throat of the
monkey king, prone in Bhagavan�s lap, labouring for
breath. Bhagavan pours a little water into his mouth from
his kamandala but it does not go down�.

Bhagavan: (Sadly) It�s over.
Bhagavan passes his hand affectionately over the

head of the deceased king. The two up in the nearby
tree express their sorrow with cries and moans. Then
Bhagavan relates the following story�

Bhagavan: (To devotee) We used to call him
Mottaipaiyan.  The two male monkeys sitting in the tree
were once disobedient, so this King banished them. But
the other rose in revolt against him. The King was very
sensitive to the indignity done to him by his subjects, so
he left them and went into the forest. There he acquired
strength and at length returned to the tribe. When he
returned two weeks later, he sat on the bough of a large
papal tree and shook its branches. These two and all the
rest who had previously ill treated him were now quaking
before him. In this way, he subdued the rebels. Where
did he get the strength to overcome the rebels? No doubt
when in the forest, he undertook tapas and having
acquired strong will power, overcame his opponents.

Bhagavan lifts up the corpse of the dead King and
places it carefully on the stone ledge. In due course, the
required preparation are made and last rites for the
monkey are performed. Bhagavan gives the departed
ruler all the honours befitting a sannyasi. The monkey�s
body is anointed with water, then milk and vibbuti. A
new piece of cloth serves as a shroud, leaving the face
uncovered. Camphor is lit, as is done for sannyasis and
the monkey King�s face shines like that of pious hermit.
Then he is entombed and over the gravesite a painted
stone is installed. It reads: EVEN FROM INSULT THESE
BONES PROTECT.
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The thoughts of

great personalities

of India are now

ignored.

This is the tragedy

of the day.
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