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Thiruvannamalai in T amil Nadu.

Thoughts of Bhagavama&raRMaharist

Note by the Recorder

In a very critical and distressing period of his life, a humble devotee sought the guidance
) of Bhagavan Sri Ramana Maharshi for his own peace of mind and lived in the Asramam in

The seeker took it upon himself to note down, as occasions arose, the sweet, refreshing and enlightening
words of Bhagavan Sri Ramana Maharishi. This self-imposed task was undertaken for the purification of his
own mind and better understanding of the subtle and profound words of Sri Bhagavan.

These notes cover the period 1935-39.

The first , second and third part of this article was published in the August, September and October 2006

issue s.

Courtesy : Recorder, Sri Ramanasramam 1st January, 1955

25th December , 1935

Mr. Rangachari, a Telugu Pandit working in Voorhees’
College at Vellore, asked about nishkama karma.

There was no reply. After a time, Sri Bhagavan went
up the hill and a few followed him, including the pandit.
There was a thorny stick lying on the way which Sri
Bhagavan picked up; he sat down and began leisurely to
work at it. The thorns were cut off, the knots were made
smooth, the whole stick made of a spiky material. A
shepherd boy put in his appearance on the way as the
group moved off. He had lost his stick and was at a loss.
Sri Bhagavan immediately gave the new one in his hand to
the boy and passed on.

The pandit said that this was the matter-of-fact answer
to his question.

15th October , 1938

Once ‘A’ asked: How can one be worshipful while
engaged in daily work?

Sri Bhagavan did not reply. Ten minutes passed. A few
girls came for darsan of Sri Bhagavan. They began to sing
and dance. Their song was to the effect: “We will churn
the milk without losing thought of Krishna.”

Sri Bhagavan turned to the Swami and said that there
was the reply to his question. This state is called Bhakti,
Yoga and Karma.

22nd March, 1939

An Andhra gentleman of middle age asked
Sri Bhagavan how he should make his japa.

Maharishi.: The japa contains the word namah. It
means that state in which the mind does not manifest
apart from the Self. When the state is accomplished, there
will be an end of the japa. For the doer disappears and so

also the action. The Eternal Being is alone left. Japa should
be made until that state is reached. There is no escape
from the Self. The doer will be automatically drawn into it.
When once it is done, the man cannot do anything else
but remain merged in the Self.

Devotee : Will bhakti lead to mukti?

Maharishi : Bhakti is not different from mukti. Bhakti
is being as the Self (Swarupa).

One is always that. He realises it by the means he
adopts. What is bhakti? To think of God. That means:
only one thought prevails to the exclusion of all other
thoughts. That thought is of God which is the Self or it is
the Self surrendered into God. When He has taken you
up, nothing will assail you. The absence of thoughts is
bhakti. It is also mukti.

The jnana method is said to be vichara (enquiry). That
is nothing but ‘supreme devotion (parabhakti). The
difference is in words only.

You think that bhakti is meditation on the Supreme
Being. So long as there is vibhakti (the sense of
separateness), bhakti (reunion) is sought. The process
will lead to the ultimate goal as is said in Srimad Bhagavad
Gita.

Any kind of meditation is good. But if the sense of
separateness is lost and the object of meditation or the
subject who meditates is alone left behind without anything
else to know, it is jnana.

Jnanais said to be ekabhakti (single-minded devotion).
The jnaniis the finality because he has become the Self
and there is nothing more to do. He is also perfect and so
fearless, dwitiyat val bhayam bhavati - only the existence
of a second gives rise to fear. That is mukti. It is also
bhakti.
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Desperate Calls

Limitless is the scope offered by nature and conditions in an impoverished society to attain immortality by
means of one’s own philanthropic actions and charitable disposition .

In simple terms, to help those in distress is a glorious opportunity to make one’s own existence meaningful.

Disabled Athlete needs encouragement

Sri.J.Ranjitkumar, a
disabled athlete, had won
gold, silver, broze medals
*] in International meets in
| recent years.

| Now Sri.J.Ranjitkumar,
has been selected to
h | participate in the 9th
" FESPIC Games, being
held at Malaysia from 25th November to 1st December 2006.

For the participation of 9th FESPIC Games,he has to
bear the expenses of Rs.40,150/-

Sri.J.Ranjitkumar, requests kind hearted persons for
financial help to participate in the 9th FESPIC Games.

Contact address: Sri.J.Ranjitkumar,
Plot No.48, 148, First Floor
Pandian Nagar, Tirunagar, Madurai-625 006
VvV
Elderly person needs support

Sri.E.V.Ramanuja lyengar,age 81 years, is suffering
from heart disease and urinal problems. He has to change
catheter tube with the uro bag every month.

Sri.E.V.Ramanuja lyengar requests kind hearted
persons for financial help for medical treatment.

Contact address: Sri.E.V.Ramanuja lyengar,
Flat No.D.l. Appanest, Door No.13, Appu Street,
Mylapore, Chennai-600 004
\AAY
Suffering from Heart Ailment

== Sri.P.Ayyappan, age 41 years, is
i suffering from Coronory artery disease
| and mild to moderate L V dysfunction.

The surgery will be performed at
the International Centre for Cardio
Thoracic and Vascular Disease,
Chennai. Estimated cost of the surgery
is Rs.1,80,000/-.

The cheque may be drawn in favour
of The Frontier LifeLine Pvt Ltd, A/c.Sri.P.Ayyappan

‘A"

Sri.A.R.Soma, age 20 years, is
suffering from rheumatic heart disease.
He has to undergo open heart surgery.
Estimated cost of the surgery is
Rs.1,18,000/-

The cheque may be drawn in favour
of Bhagwan Mahaveer Jain Heart

Centre, Bangalore A/c.Sri.A.R.Soma.

The cheques for the above two persons may be sent
to The Women’s Welfare Syndicate,8/2 Avenue Road,
Nungambakkam, Chennai-600 034.

A"
Disabled Lady needs support for Self Employment

Ms.Devi Priya, age 29 years is
disabled due to polio attack. She has
obtained B.Com degree from Madras
University and she has also undergone
one year computer course.

At present Ms.Devi Priya is teaching
computer education to small children
with her two computers.

Ms.Devi Priya requests kind g
hearted persons for donation of colour | /|
printer and scaner for doing DTP work | =

Contact address: Ms.Devi Priya,
No.31, Kamarajar Salai, Kodungaiyur, Chennai-118
A"
Students need support for education

Sri.R.Dharani Kumar is studying Xl std (Computer Science
Group) in T.S.P.Matriculation Hr.Sec. School, Salem.

R.Dharani Kumar’s father Sri.A.P.Ravi is running a
petty shop.

Sri.R.Dharani Kumar has to pay a sum of Rs.5000/-
towards school fees. He has already paid a sum of
Rs.1500/- to the school with the help of friends and
relatives.He requests kind hearted persons for financial
help for a sum of Rs.3,500/- to continue his education.

The cheque may be drawn in favour of T.S.P.
Matriculation Hr.Sec.School,Salem

VvV

Sri.Thanga Balu is a poor boy and he is studying in
Il year B.Com in a college near Chennai.

Sri.Thanga Balu requests kind hearted person for a
sum of Rs.1,000/- towards text books and badge.

A"

Sri.Vinod Kumar is studying 7th std in St.Johns
School, Ponneri near Chennai.He has to pay a sum of
Rs.2,240/- towards school fees.

Sri.Vinod Kumar's mother Ms. Eswari is working as
domestic maid.

Ms.Eswari requests financial help for her son’s education

The cheque may be drawn in favour of St.Johns School,
Ponneri

The cheques in support of the above three students
should be sent to the following address:

Mr.Priyesh C., C4, Sai Ayush Ramesh Apartments,
Golden Avenue,Devi Karumari Amman Nagar ,
Velachery, Chennai 600 042.
E-Mail:Helptolive@Yahoo.Com
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PRESIDEMIPPLAUDS THE DISABLED RO SHE REMAINS HELPLESS

Ms. G. Valarmathi with President of India

Ms. G. Valarmathi is a severely disabled girl who is
presently studying 4" year engineering course in Kanchi
Pallava Engineering college in Tamil Nadu.
Ms. G.Valarmathi belongs to a very poor family and has
been adopted by a kind hearted couple who themselves
are poor. Ms. G. Valarmathi cannot walk and can move
only in a sitting posture.

The kind hearted President of India Dr. A.P.J.Abdul
Kalam called Ms. G. Valarmathi to Rashtrapathi Bhavan
in New Delhi and applauded the girl for her efforts.

With support from several kind hearted persons and
some support from Nandini voice For Deprived, she has
so far managed to pay her college tuition fees till now.
But, she is yet to pay the fees for the sixth semester but
so far she has received donation of only Rs.5000/ -this
year which she has utilized for purchase of books etc.
The college authorities are repeatedly asking her to pay
the fees, failing which she would not be allowed to sit for
the examination. The poor disabled girl is feeling desperate
and how can a student concentrate on her studies in such
conditions?

So far, Ms, G. Valarmathi has passed all her exams
and she deserves the support. Please help her by meeting
the college expenses

Cheque should be drawn in favour of Kanchi Pallava
Engineering college, payable at Kancheepuram, Tamil
Nadu ad sent to the following address.

Ms. G. Valarmathi
34, Thaamalvar Cross Street,
Kancheepuram — 631502, Tamil Nadu

Visually impaired person needs help

Sri.Ravikumar, age 30 years has become blind due to
congenital glaucoma and he is also suffering from mental
disorder.

To look after Sri.Ravikumar, Ravikumar's father
Sri.P.S.Narayan admitted his son Ravikumar in
Manasvardhan - a centre for De-addiction, Rehabilitation
and Metal Health in Pune. Manasvardhan charges
Rs.8,000/- per month which includes indoor treatment and
medicines and to train the patient to become self-reliant.

Sri.P.S.Narayan, age 71 years is still working in private
company for a salary of Rs.3,000/- per month.

Sri.Narayan requests kind hearted persons for financial
help for his son.

The cheque may be drawn in favour of Manasvardhan,
Pune and sent to the following address:

Sri.P.S.Narayan C/o0.Mrs.Jyoti Narayan,
A-7,Kanishka Society, Opp.Mamta Hospital, MIDC Res.Zone,
Dombivli (East)-421 203C, Thane District, Maharashtra
VAAY)

Disabled lady needs Sewing machine

Ms.T.Maheswari is a disabled lady
and she hails from poor family. She has
undergone 6 months training course in
tailoring in Government Institute of
Rehabilitation Medicine, Chennai.

Ms.T.Maheswari requests for
donation of sewing machine to earn for
her living.

Contact address: Ms.T.Maheswari,

No.12, “Y Block” R.V.Nagatr,
Jaffarkhanpet, Chennai-600 083
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Readers’ forum

Readers’ forum provides space for the enlightened readers to give expression to their views on a
variety of socio economic issues that is of relevance to the society.

Further enrichment of the journal with your thoughtful inputs would certainly go a long way in promoting

the cause that the journal seeks to espouse.

Fill vacancies for the Disabled
Dear Sir,

One wonders why all the political parties while vying
with each other in claiming credit for the introduction of
quota bills for women and backward communities have
not turned their attention to the non filling of even the merely
3% of posts reserved for the disabled. It is not as though
gualified persons in the category of disabled and
handicapped are not available or forthcoming. There are
thousands of them waiting for opportunities.

| earnestly appeal to the Central and State governments
to issue mandatory orders to their subordinate officers to
recruit disabled candidates and fill up existing vacancies
within 6 months.The public and private sector companies
should also follow the system. At least desk work like
indexing and dispatching of letter, attending phones etc
can be ably handled by these poor souls.

M. R.Pillai, Chennai
A"ATAY
Concern for Senior Citizens
Dear Sir,

| ask the following questions to those, who do not feel
concerned about the senior citizens.

Did you ever see in the world a man or woman, eighty,
ninety or a hundred years old frail, crooked ,bent down,
resting on crutches with tottering steps, with broken teeth,
grey and scanty hair or bald headed wrinkled with blotched
limbs? And did the thought never come to you that you
would also be subject to decay one day which you cannot
escape?

Did you ever see in the world, a man or a woman who
being sick, afflicted and grievously ill was lifted up by some
people and put to bed by others? And did the thought
never come to you that you would also be subject to
disease one day which you cannot escape?

Did not you ever see in the world the corpse of a man
or a woman one or two or three days after death swollen
up blue-black in colour and decomposed and did the
thought never occur to you that you also would be subject
to death one day which you cannot escape?

K.N.Narayanapillai, Chennai
VvV
Tooth to succour the Eye

Dear Sir,

An epoch-breaking remedy for loss of eyesight has
been achieved by Chennai based Shankara Nethralaya!

The canine tooth provides the basic material for the
wonder remedy for loss of eyesight. It is taken out and
subjected to shaping and conditioning. It [prosthesis] is
inserted temporarily in the other eye of the patient. Later,
itis taken out and inserted in the affected eye. The cure is
provided in two stages. It is mentioned that this therapy
was invented in Italy in 1960.

For authoritative details on the wonder remedy,
institutions and patients may contact Shankara Nethralaya,
the reputed home for ophthalmology. Before contacting, one
should make sure that he/she has a canine tooth. If not,
whether borrowed canine tooth secured from others could
be taken is additional point for clarification.

N.Rajagopalan, I.A.S.Rtd, Chennai

4 . . N
With best Compliments from
Address : 75, Nagdevi Cross Lane, 1st Floor, P.B.No. 3137. Mumbai - 400 003.
Tele. Off. 2343 8879/2340 1280, Fax : 91-22-2341 0655,
E-mail : newagebearings@yahoo.co.in
HOUSE OF GENUINE BEARINGS [UIzafeXe[ol VIV z{elx=
V BALL BEARINGS SKF/F AG
V TAPER ROLLER BEARINGS ZKL
V NEEDLE ROLLER BEARINGS URB
L V SPHERICAL ROLLER BEARINGS FOR ROLLING MILLS GPZ/MPZ
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R. Udhaikumar
A disabled and great artist
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R. Udhaikumar with Governor of T amilNadu

e

Sri. R. Udhaikumar is a young man of 30 years and is
suffering from muscular dystrophy, a debilitating disease.
But, when one meets him and speaks to him, the
extraordinary quality of maturity and wisdom of the young
man would become readily evident.

Sri. R. Udhaikumar is not in normal health but he
makes paintings of high imaginative standards that even
persons with normal health cannot match easily. All the
time, he is in the bed and makes his paintings sitting in
slanting position with great difficulty. Sri. R. Udhaikumar
brings out all his ideas, thoughts and vision in his paintings
and communicate with the world through his creations.

Sometime back, an exhibition was organized in
Chennai when Sri. Udhaikumar’s paintings were exhibited
in a hotel and the exhibition was sponsored by Nandini
Voice For The Deprived. The few persons who visited the
exhibition were struck with admiration for the quality of his
paintings and the feelings and stories that it conveys.

It is unfortunate that the talent of Sri. Udhaikumar is
still to be recognized at national level, perhaps because

he lacks the resources to advertise his merits and this
society rarely goes to recognize such talent when it
comes from persons like Sri. Udhaikumar who does not
belong to an affluent family. While a few interviews have
been published about him in the media and even the
governor of Tamil Nadu , who himself is an artist making
paintings , spoke to him in Raj Bhavan a few months back,
Sri. R. Udhaikumar is yet to get his dues.

The state and central government should devise some
methods to identify, encourage and award such disabled
artists as a part of its duty. But, this does not seem to be
happening as awards are often given to the artists who
have the contacts and who know as to how to propel
themselves.

Contact address :

Sri. R. Udhaikumar
63/4,Elumalai Avenue,
Nehru Nagar,
Ramapuram,Chennai-600089
Tel:- 55323974
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SNISTICS ON DISABLED FRREQIRBINAND THARE WEL

N.S.Venkataraman, Trustee, Nandini Voice for the Deprived, sent communication to Government of Tamil Nadu
under the “Rights to Information Act” seeking information on disabled persons in Tamil Nadu and their Welfare. The
Tamil Nadu Government sent the details, which are reproduced.

SL.NO PARTICULARS REQUESTED REPLY
1 How many disabled persons are there in As per the Census of India 2001 Report, the population of
Tamil Nadu with split up details as the Disabled Persons in Tamil Nadu is as follows:
Orthopaedically Disabled, Visually Impaired, 1. Ortho 3,53,798
Hearing Impaired, Speech Impaired and 2. Visual (Blind) 9,64,063
mentally ill persons? 3. Hearing/Speech 1,97,115
4. Mentally Retarded 1,27,521
Total 16,42,497
2. Of the above, how many of them have been a)MAINTENANCE ALLOW ANCE TO SEVERELY
provided Disability Allowance? HANDICAPPED

Rs.200/-p.m. is given as Maintenance Allowance to the
severely handicapped persons.

Maintenance Allowance is sent to the residence of disabled
persons through Money Order every month.

& 8400 severely disabled persons get this benefit. It has been
: announced on 22.7.2006 in the Budget Speech of the Hon’ble
Minister for Finance that this amount will be enhanced from
Rs.200/- to Rs.500/- per month. Orders were issued in this
regard vide G.0.Ms.No0.160, Social Welfare and Nutritious
&S Meal Programme Department, dated 11.9.2006, enhancing

T the maintenance allowance from Rs.200 to 500 with effect
from 1.9.2006

b) DESTITUE PHYSICALLY HANDICAPPED PENSION
SCHEME (SINCE 01.11.1974)

Physically Handicapped Destitute Persons aged 45 years
- and above whose permanent disability is 50 percent or more
are eligible for the pension.

District Level Committee constituted by the Governmentin
all the Districts functioning under the Chairmanship of the
- District Collectors and the District Medical Officers as
R i 4 Members, examine the applications received from physically
handicapped persons and sanction pension to them
| considering the individual hardship without reference to age
oY g limits prescribed by the Scheme.

Other conditions applicable to Old Age pensions (Normal)
i Scheme are also covered by this scheme..

Entire expenditure under this Scheme is borne by the State
Government.

As on 31.3.2006, 65,384 destitute physically handicapped
persons are benefited under this Scheme

Nandini Voice for the Deprived November 2006 7
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STATISTICS ON DISABLED PERSONS IN TAMIL NADU AND THEIR WELF ARE

What are the procedures followed for
sanctioning the disability allowance to the
individual disabled persons?

¢) MAINTENANCE ALLOW ANCE
District Level Committee under the Chairmanship of District
Collector is selecting the beneficiaries.

d) DESTITUTE PHYSICALLY HANDICAPPED PENSION
Revenue Authorities are selecting the beneficiaries based
on the applications received from the disabled persons.

What are the rules in-force for
sanctioning Disability Allowance to the
disabled persons?

(2)MAINTENANCE ALLOW ANCE

Annual Income Rs.12,000
Extent of Disability More than 80%
Disability

(b) DESTITUTE PHYSICALLY HANDICAPPED PENSION
Should be a Destitute Person

POPULATION OF THE DISABLED IN TAMIL NADU
AS PER THE CENSUS 2001 OF GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
SNNO DISTRICTS BLIND DEAF ORTHOPEADICALLY MENTALLY TOTAL
HANDICAPPED RETARDED

1. Chennai 51,392 11,162 21,834 12,032 96,440
2. Kancheepuram 35,221 11,344 18,932 5,754 71,231
3. Tiruvallur 35,004 10,361 18,206 5,474 69,045
4. Cuddalore 39,503 7,742 13,211 3,970 64,426
5 Villupuram 32,700 9,889 18,548 4,934 66,071
6 Vellore 43,250 11,669 22,013 7,644 84,576
7 Tiruvanamalai 21,734 8,799 14,033 4,470 49,036
8 Salem 22,502 7,251 15,038 4,769 49,560
9 Namakkal 15,592 4,071 7,510 2,523 29,696
10 Dharmapuri 55,063 7,848 14,456 4,081 81,448
n Erode 42,924 7,078 12,063 4,630 66,695
12 Coimbatore 77,671 11,019 18,225 8,823 115,738
13 The Nilgiris 13,188 2,287 4,480 1,501 21,456
14 Tiruchirapalli 48,519 9,386 13,836 4,704 76,445
15 Karur 6,024 2,810 4,956 1,552 15,342
16 Perambalur 20,448 4,699 7,152 1,873 34,172
17 Pudukottai 24,802 5,104 7,710 2,673 40,289
18 Thanjavur 32,314 8,507 13,928 4,719 59,468
19 Tiruvarur 24,013 4,228 6,868 2,262 37,371
20 Nagapattinam 33,839 4,872 8,672 3,575 50,958
21 Madurai 44,091 6,809 13,164 6,192 70,256
22 Theni 19,553 3,061 5,791 2,347 30,752
23 Dindigul 44,120 5,678 9,608 4,129 63,535
24 Ramanathapuram 21,074 4,194 7,180 3,076 35,524
25 Virudhunagar 25,297 4,893 9,459 3,628 43,277
26 Sivagangai 25,878 3,838 6,587 2,816 39,119
27 Tirunelveli 42,905 8,730 17,177 5,275 74,087
28 Toothukudi 26,927 4,817 10,175 3,926 45,845
29 Kanniyakumar 38,515 4,969 12,986 4,169 60,639

Total 964,063 197,115 353,798 127,521 1,642,497
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RESULTS OF ESSAY COMPETITION FOR COLLEGE STUDENTS
IN T AMIL NADU ON “SOCIAL IMPLICA TION OF F AST
SPREADING LIQUOR CONSUMPTION IN T AMIL NADU”

Nandini Voice for the Deprived conducted an Essay Competition for college students in Tamil Nadu on Social
Implication of Fast Spreading Liquor Consumption in Tamil Nadu.

The brief details about Essay Competition was published in the last issue of Nandini Voice for the Deprived .
The names of prize winning students and highlights of the views of the students are provided .

PRIZE WINNERS IN THE ESSAY COMPETITION

Ms. Malini R. Il year B.Tech (Chemical &
Electrochemical Engg.)
Central Electrochemical

Research Institute, Karaikudi

Ms. J. Divya | year B.C.A
Nirmala college for women,

Coimbatore

Ms. M.Arul Mary Il year B.Sc.

Lady Doak College, Madurai

Ms. M. Rajalakshmi Il Year Microbiology
Srimathy Indira Gandhi College

for Women, Tiruchirappalli

Ms.H.A.C.Jameela Beevi | Year M.A. English Literature,
Sarah Tucker Women’s
College, Tirunelveli

Ms. M. Akila Il year B.Com
Cauvery College for women,

Tiruchirappalli

Final Year B.V.Sc.
Madras Veterinary College,
Chennai

Mr.. Sasimohan V.

Ms. Durga Prabhala Dept. of Psychology

Madras University, Chennai

Ms. H. Arifa Begum Il Year English Literature
Thasim Beevi Abdul Khadher

College for women, Kilakarai

Ms. R. Muthu Marieswari Il year B.Sc. Chemistry
G. Venkataswamy Naidu
College, Kovilpatti

HIGHLIGHTS OF VIEWS OF STUDENTS
Background Details :

In order to sensitise the youth about the social
implications of the problems due to fast spreading liquor
habit in Tamil Nadu and to know their views, Nandini VVoice
for The Deprived organized an essay competition for the
college students in Tamil Nadu on the subject.

The essay competition was organized in the context of
the Gandhi Jayanthi Day on 2" October,2006, since the cause
of prohibition was very dear to Mahatma Gandhi's heart.

150 essays were received from the college students
from all over Tamil Nadu, written either in English or Tamil.

Of the 150 entries, 122 were from girl students and 28
were from boy students. Of the entries received, 38 were
from students in Chennai and suburbs and 112 entries
were from other parts of Tamil Nadu.

The best of ten entries were chosen for providing cash
awards. Of the prize winners, 9 were girl students and
one was boy student. All the participants were given the
participation certificate

Views of the judges :

The judges were satisfied about the quality of the
presentation made by the students. Most of the students
have made extensive desk research and a few of them appear
to have carried out some survey themselves before forming
their views . They have quoted extensively from Tamil and
English literature in support of their views.

It was a hard decision for the judges to shortlist ten
students for providing the prizes. The original proposal was
only to provide five prizes which was increased to ten
considering the quality of the entries received.

Observations of the students
v Government gives liquor to the father and mid day meal
to the child

v With the drinking father busy in liquor shops, the inevitable
result would be increase in child labour , to eradicate
which the Government is investing crores of rupees

v Prohibition in the country failed not due to any flaw in
the concept but only due to the corruption in police
and government machinery.
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RESUILTS OF ESSAY COMPETITION FOR COLLEGE STUDENTS IN AMIL NADU ON
“SOCIAL IMPLICA TION OF FAST SPREADING LIQUOR CONSUMPTION INT AMIL NADU”

v No political party in Tamil Nadu made any promises
about imposition of prohibition in their election
manifesto in the recent poll, obviously indicating that
the political parties have no faith in this Gandhian
philosophy.

v Theincreasing liquor habit has directly contributed to
widespread increase in corruption, as the liquor addicts
need more money.

v There are unconfirmed reports that some women are
taking to liquor habit these days. This should cause
tremendous concern amongst those who care for
harmony in society.

v The social and economic cost of alcohol consumption
on GDP should be estimated, so that one can
understand the extent of damage caused by the rapidly
increasing number of liquor addicts in the country.

v A generation of citizens of non drinkers was brought
up due to the great work of leaders like Periyar
E.V.Ramaswamy and Rajaji and the advantage has
been wiped out by present day Governments which
have only short term objectives.

v In effect, Government approves liquor consumption by
the citizens, though the Directive Principles of State
Policy in Constitution Article 47 clearly states

“The State shall endeavour to bring about prohibition
of consumption of intoxicating drinks and of drugs
which are injurious to health”

v A citizen can produce ideas and write essays about
them. But, the thin line between ideas and solutions
can be crossed only by the Government.

Overall views of the students :

None of the students have approved the prevailing
conditions where the practice of liquor consumption is
spreading fast in Tamil Nadu .

While analyzing the consequences and the adverse
impact of the liquor consumption , large number of students
have expressed concern about the attitude and approach
of the Government of Tamil Nadu on the issue. It was
overwhelmingly pointed out that the Government itself
marketing the liguor and making huge money in the
process has contributed to remove the social stigma that
was there on the liquor habit of the individuals. Several
students further said that obviously the Government of Tamil
Nadu is not concerned about the health of the citizens
and economic misery that happen particularly to the poor
families due to widespread sale of liquor in the state. A
few students went to the extent of stating that the

Government of Tamil Nadu is irresponsible as far as its
liquor policy is concerned .

It was also pointed out that the statutory warning
exhibited in the liquor shops that taking liquor will harm
the health and spoil the harmony in the family is a mockery
and fraud, as the liquor addicts would not even notice such
announcements. If the government thinks that liquor taking
is bad, then how can it sell it? The college students are
aghast about such methods of the government and the
politicians and one student asked as to how can such
government machinery command any respect and
credibility at all.

Many of them expressed deep concern that even
school students take to liquor habit, following the examples
set up by the elders.

The suffering of the women, disharmony in the family
and the way that the education of children being affected
and the poor being driven to more desperate conditions
due to the liquor habit have been elaborately discussed
by most of the students. Several of them have said that if
they happen to come to power on any day, they would not
hesitate to impose prohibition whatever may be the
consequences.

Several of them do not buy the argument that
prohibition is unenforceable and illicit liquor will thrive if
prohibition were to be imposed. They said that it is a flimsy
excuse given by those in power, who lack the will to
introduce prohibition and perhaps several of them are drink
addicts themselves.

Number of students have pointed out to the views of
Periyar E.V.Ramaswamy on the need to avoid liquor
consumption and about his destroying several palm trees
from where toddy is tapped. One student said that those
who are in power today claim that they are followers and
admirers of Periyar E.V. Ramaswamy but ignore his
agitation demanding closure of liquor shops. One girl
student said that the followers of Periyar follow his
principles selectively and conveniently.

It was pointed out that several cinemas while depicting
scenes of liguor consumption put a small sub title that
liquor consumption is bad for health. This amounts to only
fooling the public.

The argument that liquor sale by Government is
necessary to boost its income was ridiculed by several
students ,who pointed out that the Government’s primary
job is to promote welfare state and a few students recalled
Gandhiji's saying that means should justify the ends.
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FARMER'S SUICIDE — IS IT A NON ISSUE ?

“National Crime Records Bureau show that there were
1,87000 suicides in India. Of this, only16% were in rural
India. This debunks the current perception that there has
been an unprecedented rise in the number of farmers
suicides in India.” — This statement has been made by
the Secretary to the Government of India, Dept. of
Agriculture and Co-operation.

Such statements make one suspect that the
bureaucrats do not really view the serious problems of the
poverty stricken farmers with any level of seriousness and
appear to think that this is a non issue. The Government
should understand that what is important is not the
number of farmers who have committed suicides due to
indebtedness and poverty conditions (in any case the
number is unacceptably high) but the fact that the farmers
are driven to the extent of committing suicide.

In the earlier days of Nehruvian era, the concerned
minister or even the Prime Minister himself might have
owned the responsibility for such disturbing conditions and
would have resigned and quit the job voluntarily. The
concerned secretary in the department would not be bold
enough to lecture in a so called expert conference about
his view that number of suicides amongst farmers as being
comparatively small figure in the overall number of suicides
made in the country.

Itis shocking that nobody in the Government of India
or the state government think that they should own
responsibility for such turn of events. On the other hand,
the members of the government including the Prime Minister

of India seem to think that a few visits to the site , posing
for photographs with the surviving farmers and throwing
away a few crores of rupees of government funds towards
rehabilitation of the surviving farmers are all that is needed.
Obviously, those in charge of the government do not have
disturbed conscience and may be they are even
unashamed that such things are happening when they
are in charge of this country.

Committing suicide by an individual, particularly due
to indebtedness and poverty is no small matter and cannot
be treated as merely a subject for commentary in media
or for discussions in academic conferences often
conducted in air conditioned rooms in star hotels. The
poor farmers should not be, viewed as dust . Each
individual, however poor and illiterate he may be still has a
mind of his own and is a child of God like anybody else.
Nobody would commit suicide particularly due to poverty
conditions unless the situation would be extraordinarily
bad, distressing and humiliating. Such poor farmers
committing suicide is a reflection on the state of condition
in the so called welfare society.

Our country appears to be becoming increasingly
insensitive to the problems of the deprived as the
Government and media paint a picture of prospering
economy with bulging foreign exchange and sky rise
buildings coming up everywhere. While this is of interest
to some , for more than 30% of the population in this
country, consisting of more than 300 million people the
so called prosperity is unreal and a mirage.

PROMOTIONAL EFFORTS FOR SALE OF PRODUCTS MADE BY

REQUEST FOR YOUR SUPPORT

Nandini VVoice for The Deprived has organised a network
of disabled persons from all parts of Tamil Nadu, who self
employ themselves by making products such as paintings
on wood material, batik paintings and crafts, modern art
paintings, acrylic painting in canvas board, wooden toys,
baskets made of plastic wire, candles, agarbathis,
decorative pieces, snack food items etc.

The problems of the disabled persons, particularly living
in rural areas and more so of women, are very severe. It
appears that the only way out for many of the disabled
persons is to self employ themselves.

The organisations are requested to sponsor the
exhibition of the products made by disabled persons for
which the support would be provided by Nandini VVoice For
The Deprived.

Nandini Voice for the Deprived is providing marketing
support for the products made by disabled persons from

all over Tamil Nadu. .It has availed services of a few disabled
persons to sell the products, who are paid salary by
Nandini Voice For the Deprived from its own resources.
The entire service for promotional sale of the products made
by disabled persons is provided by Nandini voice for the
Deprived totally free of charge.

The details of some of the products made by disabled
persons are available in the website www.nandinivoice.org

Here is a great opportunity to help the disabled persons
by buying their products and encouraging them in their
self employment endeavour.

The products made by disabled persons are now on
display at the following address:

Nandini Voice For The Deprived,
M-60/1, IV Cross Street,
Besant Nagar, Chennai-600 090
Phone:24916037
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PROTECTING THE LAND RIGHTS OF TRIBAL COMMUNITY
THE LESSONS FROM PAPUA NEW GUINEA

Contributed by:K .V.S.Krishna,
E-mail:kvskrishna@rediffmail.com, kvskrishna@yahoo.com

The New Jacaranda Society and Environments Atlas, a National Curriculum Edition for schools in
Australia, says “Indigenous people make up one tenth of the world population. These 350 million people,
in seventy modern nations, are descendants of the original inhabitants of these lands” and it goes onto
say “There are perhaps 500 cultural groups in the world. War, natural and human disasters and harsh
political conditions have caused much hardship to the people. As a result, many leave their traditional
lands and move to other areas. Those that remain are often deprived of their land and have no say in
the Government of their country... and the claims of the indigenous people are often ignored”.

Within the international community, environmental approach of Papua New Guinea (PNG) deserves
study . On the other face of it, PNG seems a typical enclave economy dominated by foreign interests
ripping the country off its minerals, land resources and increasingly now, forests and fisheries. But the
country’s traditions have an inherent strength that are already playing a key role in taming the international

marketplace.

Papua New Guinea stands out as unique in the modern
community of nations in terms of its property rights.
Whereas modern societies are largely built on concepts
of private property and state property, most of PNG is
community property. The country is largely a federation of
powerful Village Republics. The land and its resources
belong to the people. Therefore, any attempt to set up a
biodiversity reserve or a conservation area must be first
negotiated with the local community.

PNG's tribal clans are deeply attached to their land.
And by tradition, now enshrined in the country’s Constitution
formed in 1975, each clan owns its land as a community.

The erstwhile colonial state tried to expropriate some
of this land, but post-Independent governments failed to
muster enough courage to ‘alienate’, or acquire clan land.
International agencies like the World Bank repeatedly
argued for more modern systems of property ownership
to be introduced to promote multinational investment and
hence, ‘development’. But, the issue of clan lands is too
emotional and contentious for the government to interfere.

Mineral resources

The most contentious issue has been mineral
resources. By law, minerals found underground belong to
the state. Using this statute, the national government tried
to siphon off the revenue earned by the Panguna Mine on
Bougainville island in 1975.

Islanders found out that they would only get a very
small share of the mine’s earnings. They raised the flag of
revolt and agreed to stay on with the country only if a
system of provincial government was written into the
constitution. By 1989, they had still not received much by
way of money while suffering enormous environmental
damage. A rebellion resulted. It resulted in the mine down
permanently. Only in 1993 was the national government
able to send its forces back into the island.

Lessons for the Government

The government of PNG has learnt a major lesson
since then: It understood that it must involve the people in
its mineral projects. A more recent project to mine gold at
Mount Kare was the first in which local clans acquired an
equity share in the mining company. Even that did not
satisfy the local clan leaders. Finally Conzinc Rio Tinto of
Australia, one of the world’s leading mining companies,
had to hand over the entire equity to the local people.

Local empowerment in the country

PNG is thus one country in the world where local
communities are sufficiently empowered to take on even
some of the world’s biggest multinationals. It is a power
that rural communities obtained by the laws of their own
nations, which are not there in most countries.

PNG’s experience confirms the position that a state
in the developing world, highly indebted and desperate to
manage its macroeconomics, tends to neglect the
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PROTECTING THE LAND RIGHTS OF TRIBAL COMMUNITY

THE LESSONS FROM PAPUA NEW GUINEA

macroeconomics of its rural people and sometimes even
promotes activities that adversely affect the rural
communities. Butin PNG, local empowerment provides a
powerful legal framework within which the communities
can protect themselves from environmental harm. As these
communities get more accustomed to dealing with the
market, they will be able to reconcile trade-offs between
environment and development better than anywhere else
in Africa, Asia or South America.

The traditional rights to land and natural resources
extracted from Cooper and Lybrand in Papua New Guinea
are published below:

a. Ownership and the right to use most land and
natural resources is governed by the traditional law of
Papua New Guinea people and not by European - style
laws or customs.

Only two percent of the land area is outside the ancient
system and this is entirely owned by the national
government. Agricultural and resource development
enterprises in particular will have to come to terms with
traditional land owning customs and even holders of
government leases may find that the ‘Customary Owners’
will question their rights to the land.

Land is not a commodity which can be bought and
sold by individuals. Instead it is a permanent and integral
part of a village community. The present “owners” have
usage rights only and hold their land in custody for their
ancestors and their descendents. In many parts of the
country, people are still willing as a last resort to kill and
be killed to protect their land.

b. The formal laws of Papua New Guinea recognises
the rights of traditional owners of land. In order to protect
those rights, it is illegal for an expatriate to purchase or
lease land from local people. The National Government
will acquire the land and then lease it to the business
which requires it. The Government’s role is normally
restricted to ensuring that the traditional rights are properly
respected.

c. Land belongs to the community as a whole and
each community is a thorough going democracy. Any
decision must have been discussed and approved .

d. Land development for joint ventures with the
customary landowners is often made attractive by offering
an equity share in the new business and participation in

the spin-off business activity. Rather than becoming mere
landlords, people prefer the opportunity to be partners in
the enterprises, contributing their land just as the
businessman contributes his capital and expertise.

e. All this suits the people’s values of involvement
and cooperation much better than a passive role. It also
means that the business becomes part of the traditional
system and enjoys all the advantages of the local
community support

f.  This approach has been successful with a
‘Development Forum’ guiding all parties namely national
and provincial governments, land owners and developers
(expatriate Joint Venture Partner) to discuss the effect
that the proposed development will have.

The forum will normally arrive at a package which
outlines the equity and royalty rights, infrastructure and
social improvement, funding for training, employment and
business spin-offs to the land owners.

Indian Scenario

In India, we call the tribal people as Adivasis (Ancient
Settlers, the original people of India, so to say). Gandhiji
gave identity to these people as Harijans (Gods people),
instead of calling them tribal or aborigines or low castes.

The 65 million tribal we have in India represents more
than three times the population of Australia. They have
been made landless and nomadic and penniless. Each
state in India has its own policy to protect them.

One that impressed me most is the Agency area of
Araku Valley and Chintapalliin Andhra Pradesh. In these
tracts, no one from outside the agency area is allowed to
buy any land. Any land based project needs to protect
the tribal population. Infact, the tribal are the real
landowners who have been displaced over the centuries
due to historical reasons. Infact, the Government forest
reserves are land taken away from the tribal by the British
Government.

It may perhaps not be out of place to suggest that the
concerned officials who plan tribal welfare in India pay a
visit to Papua New Guinea, where customary land rights
vested in the villages is a success story which has not
been achieved by any nation in the world; so that our
policies are put on the right track as far as possible.

Nandini Voice for the Deprived November 2006

13

PDF Created with deskPDF PDF Writer - Trial :: http://www.docudesk.com



BAN ON CHILD LABOUR
PUTTING THE CART BEFORE THE HORSE

From October 10, the employment of children below
14 years of age as domestic servants or in the hospitality
sector, including restaurants, dhabas,tea shops, hotels
and resorts,has been banned. This ban has been imposed
under the Child Labour (Prohibition and Regulation) Act,
1986.

Already even before October, the Act prohibited
children from working in bidi-making, carpet-weaving,
cracker making and wool-cleaning units and in factories
using chemical and toxic substances.

No doubt, the Government is doing it's duty by enforcing
ban on child labour. But will this law be implemented and
enforced in strict manner remains to be seen.

There are already a number of laws and regulations in
the country, oriented towards social welfare measures
which are not being implemented. The reasons for non
implementation of such laws are not due to any short
comings in the law itself. But it is only due to the fact that
the law ignores ground realities.

When the government bans the child labour, immediate
result would be that several children and their parents in
the country would become law breakers in one stroke.
What will the Government do with them? Will they put
them in prison or welfare homes indefinitely? At the same
time, if the children and their parents would obey the law,
then they may have to live in extreme poverty condition. In
such case, they may even be driven to more undesirable
form of “profession” for the sake of making a living, which
would be a more severe form of exploitation.

The government has to enact such laws with little more
imagination, keeping the ground realities in view. Perhaps,

when the government is not able to eradicate the poverty
and ensure adequate income and opportunities for the
millions of poor families in the country, then itis necessary
to leave the poor families to live as they desire and as to
how best they should survive in the very difficult condition
faced by them, within the acceptable moral and ethical
standards of the society.

While child labour is an extremely undesirable activity,
banning child labour, not by itself, will lead the poor children
and their families anywhere. Fair distribution of income and
opportunities is essential requirement amongst all section
of the society, which is the only way to avoid such child
labour. On the other hand, economic and industrial policies
are being pursued in such manner that the income and
opportunities are getting increasingly concentrated in the
hands of small percentage of population, thus enlarging the
gulf between the rich and the poor.

Perhaps, in the present sad situation in the country,
the appropriate strategy would be not the imposition of
ban on child labour but impose conditions on the employers
who would engage the child labour for their jobs. Such
employers should be compelled to give minimum wages
for such children and also ensure that the employers would
provide certain specific hours every day for the children’s
education. Their health care should also be taken care by
the employers and they should be forced to deposit some
amount in the long term savings of such child labour. The
employers who harm the children emotionally or physically
should be sent to jail.

Alternative to employment of child labour would be
starvation and misery for the children in the present
conditions.

in a year of his entering mainstream schools.

Pradhesh).

THE GOVERNMENT'S PLANS

Currently, the rescued children are sent to special schools run by NGOs that offer compressed
education up to three years vocational training with a stipend of a Rs.100 per month.

The NGOs have to work in convergence with the Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan project of Ministry of HRD,
as well as other development schemes. The UNICEF is in talks to incorporate a tracking system that
they have been experimenting in a pilot project in Karnataka.

The system comprises the child’s socio-economic profile and continual educational performance,

UNICEF has implemented the system in seven districts (Murshidabad in West Bengal, Bhadohi and
Mirzapur in Uttar Pradesh, Bangalore-rural and urban in Karnataka, Kanur and Medak in Andhra
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