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Even students in the age gup
of thirteen now consume liquor
and become liguor addicts.

But, the Government is only
concerned about
multiplying its liguor income.




SVAMI VIVEKANDSPEAKS

OUR STRENGTH AND VIGOUR IS IN OUR RELIGION

With the giving up of quarr els, all other
improvements will come.

When the life blood is strong and pure no disease
germ can live in that body. Our life blood is spirituality. If
it flows clear, if it flows strong and pure and vigorous,
everything is right; pol itical, social, any other material
defects. Even the poverty of the land wi ll all be cured if
that blood is pure.

If the disease germ be
thrown out, nothing wi Il be able
to enter into the blood.

To take a simile from modern
medicine, we know that there
must be two causes to produce a
disease, some poison germ
outside and the state of the body.
Until the body is in a state of admit
for the germs, until the body is
degraded to a lower vitality so that
the germs may enter and thrive [
and multiply, there is no power in
any germ in the world to pr oduce
a disease in the body.

In fact, millions of germs are
continually passing through
everyone’s body. But so long as

correct or not, whether i t is beneficial or not in the long
run, to have this vitality in religion.

But, for good or evil it is there; you cannot get out
of it, you have it now and for ever and you have to
stand by it, even if you have not the same faith that |
have in our religion.

You are bound by it and if you give it up, you are
smashed to pieces. That is the life of our race and that
must be strengthened.

You have withstood the
shocks of centuries simply
because you took great care of
your religion. You sacrificed
everything else for it. Your
| forefathers underwent
everything boldly, even death
itself, but pr eserved their religion.
Temple after temple was broken
down by the foreign conqueror,
but no sooner had the wave
passed than the spire of the
temple rose up again. Some of
these old temples of Southern
India and those like Somnath of
Guijarat, will teach you volumes
of wisdom, will give you a keener
insight into the history of the r ace

the body is vigorous, it never is
conscious of them. It is only when the body is weak,
that these germs take possession of t and produce
disease. Just so wih the national life.

It is when the national body is weak that al | sorts of
disease germs enter in the political state of the race or
in its social state, in its educational or intellectual state,
crowd into the system and produce disease.

To remedy it, ther efore, we must go to the r oot of
this disease and cleanse the blood of al impurities. The
one solution will be to strengthen the man, to make
the blood pure, the body vigorous, so that it will be able
to resist and throw off all external poisons.

We have seen that our vigour, our strength, nay,
our national life is in our religion. | am not going to
discuss now whether it is right or not, whether it is

than any amount of books.

Mark how these temples bear the marks of a
hundred attacks and a hundred regenerations,
continually destroyed and continually springing up out
of the ruins, r ejuvenated and strong as ever!

That is the national mind, that is the national | ife
current. Follow it and it leads to glory. Give it up and you
die; death will be the only result, annihilation the only
effect, the moment y ou step beyond that life current.

| do not mean to say that political or social
improvements are not necessary, but what | mean is
this and | want you to bear it in mind is that they ar e
secondary here and that religion is primary.

The Indian mind is first r eligious, then anything else.
So this has to be strengthened.
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Desperate Calls

You can enjoy your prosperity only if you share your income
with the deprived and thus discover
the satisfaction that it provides

J

Needs support for surgery

Mrs.U.Krishnaveni,age 34
years is suffering from RHD-mitral
regurgitation with aortic
regurgitation, which needs open
heart surgery.The estimated cost
of the surgery is Rs.1,50,000/-

Mrs.U.Krishnaveni’'s husband
is a tailor. The family is running
with his meagre income.

The cheque may be drawn in
favour of G.Kuppuswamy Naidu
Memorial Hosptal, Coimbatore and sent to the f ollowing
address:

Mrs.U.Krishnaveni, W/o.Mr.Unni,2/56-58, ly er Lay Out,
Singanalur, Coimbatore-641 005

K*kkkk

Needs support for education

Ms.SVaishnavi is a poor disabled girl. She has
obtained Ist class in Diploma in Computer Engineering
in the year April 2009. Now she has got admission for
B.E. Computer Science course in Bharathidasan Institute
of Technology, Trichy

Ms.SVaishnavi requests kind hearted persons for
financial help for a sum of Rs.38,000/- tow ards tuition
fees and hostel fees.

The cheque may be drawn in favour of
Bharathidasan Institute of Technology, Trichy and sent
to the following address:

Ms.SVaishnavi, D/o.Sri.Shanmugham, 18/24N,
Thiruvalluvar Street, Kanampoor-606903,
Pollur Tk, Thiruvannamalai Dist, Tamil Nadu

*kkkk

Baby needs to undergo operation

Baby Ambika, age 2 % years is suffering from
genetic disorder beta thalassemia major. This is a type
of blood disorder. She has to undergo bone marrow
transplantation.

Her sister's HLA is matching and she can sere as a
bone marrow donor.

The estimated cost of the tr eatment is Rs.12,00,000/-

Mr.P.B.Saraswat requests kind hearted persons for
financial help for his daughter’s treatment.

The cheque may be drawn in favour of Treasurer,
CMC Hosptal,Vellore (Please mention in the covering
letter as Ms.Ambika Sarmswat, Patient Hospital
No0.486153D) and send to the following address:

Mr.P.B.Saraswat,
B-80/B, East Azad Nagar Krishna Nagar
Delhi-110 051

*kkkk

Differently abled girl needs support
for education

Ms.A.Vithyasri, age 17 years
is a poor differently abled girl. She
lost her both hands due to polio
attack. She has successfully
passed 10" std public examination [
in the year March 2009 by writing
with her leg.

Ms.A.Vthyasri requests kind
hearted persons for help to
continue her studies.

Contact address:
Ms.A.Vihyasri,
D/o.Sri.Annamalai,
Tank Street, Arcot & (PO), Mugaiyur (Via),
Thirukoiloor (Tk), Villupuram Dist, Tamil Nadu

*kkkk

Poor differently abled person needs tricycle

MrK.Subburayalu is a poor differently
abled person.

Mr.K.Subburayalu requests kind
hearted persons for donation of tri cy cle.

Contact address:
Mr.K.Subburayalu, S/o.Mr. Kuppusami,
Pudur Vilage, Kakanoor Post,
Villupuram { Tk), Tamil Nadu

*kkkk
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Desperate Calls

Needs hearing aid

Mrs.Samja is a poor hearing
impaired person.

Mrs. Saroja requests kind
hearted persons for donation of
hearing aid.

Contact address: Mrs.Saoja,
W/0.Sri.Thandapani
Vazhapatu Village, Veeramoor
Post, Villupuram

Tamil Nadu
*kkkk

Poor girl needs support for education

Ms.PSurya is a poor girl and she is studying 12"
std in Government Higher Secondary School.

Ms.PSurya’s father Sri.Ponusami discarded her wife.
Her mother is an unskilled labourer.

Ms.RPSurya requests kind hearted persons for
financial help for purchasing stationeries etc.

Contact address
Ms.RSurya, D/o.Sri.Ponusami, 46,Kamanampatti
Alathur, Thogamalai, Kulithali (Via), Karur, Tamil Nadu

*kkkk
Poor girl needs job

Ms.T.L.Padmapriya, age 19 years has obtained
Diploma in Civi Engineering in the year March 2009.
She has also undegone the course in Autocad.

Ms.T.L.Padmapriya requests for a suitable job.

Contact address:
Ms.T.L.Padmapriya, D/0.Mr.T.R.Loganathan, 4/206,
Sourashtrapuram Main Road,Vandiyur,Madurai-20

*kkkk

Needs support for surgery

*Baby Preetham, 7 months old
is suffering from congenital heart
disease, non confluent branch
pulmonary arteries. He has to
undergo open heart surgery at the
earliest. The cost of the surgery is
Rs.1,50,000/- at Wockhardt Hospital,
Bangalore.

*Mr.Sapan Prdhan, age 24
years is suffering from RHD. He has
to undergo valve replacement . The
estimated cost of the surgery is
Rs.1,57,000/- at B GS Global Hospials,
Bangalore.

*Master Rajesh, age 3 years is
suffering from congenital heart
disease, S/P RVOP patching. He has
to undergo open heart surgery at the
earliest. The estimated cost of surgery
is Rs.1,50,000/- at Wockhardt
" Hospitals, Bangalore

N Your cheque may be drawn in the

name of the respective hospital and

sent to the following address, mentioning the name of
the beneficiary.

The President,
Save Poor Lives, No.22, Perumal Koil Street
Aminjikarai, Chennai-600 029
*kkkk

Poor student needs support for education

Mr.G.Arun is studying Il y ear Diploma in Electronic
Engineering in Elumalai Polytechnic, Villupuram.

Mr.G.Arun’s father is an unskilled labourer. He is
not able to pay a sum of Rs.15,000/- tow ards the college
fee for the 3rd semester.

Cheque may be drawn in favour of Elumalai
Polytechnic, Villupuram and sent to the f ollowing address

Mr.G.Arun, S/0.Mr.G.Ganapathi, 308, Rerumal Koil
Street, Malekumaramangalam-607 205, Cuddalote
District, Tamil Nadu

*kkkk

Needs support for education

Mr. R.Gowtham Ram, age 17 years is a differently
abled boy and he has passed +2 examination in
March, 2009.

His father is no more.

Mr.R.Gowtham Ram requests kind hearted persons
for help for his higher studies.

Contact address: MrR.Gowtham Ram,
S/o.(Late) Sri. Ramu , Pillaiyar Koil Street, Siruvangoor
(PO), Kallakurichi (Tk), Villupuram District, Tamil Nadu.

*kkkk
Accident victim needs support
Mr. Raman Subramanian met with an accident when
he was studying in XlI std. For the last 8 years, he is
completely bed ridden. The doctors told him that ther e
is no chance of improvement in his condition and the
accident left him par alysed down the chest.
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Desperate Calls

Mr.Raman Subramanian daily needs nursing,
physiotherapy, medicines, doctor’s visit and liquid diet.

MrRaman Subramanian’s sister and her husband
look after him and his mother since he lost his f ather
much before the accident took place. Now, it has become

extremely difficult for the family to manage the medical
expenses.

Mr.Raman Subramanian requests kind hearted
persons for financial help.
The cheque may be drawn in favour of Mr.Raman
Subramanian and sent to the following address:
Mr. Raman Subramanian, 8, Vijaya Bhavan,
25/A, Pestom Sagar Chembur, Mumbai-400 089
*kkkk
Differently abled graduate needs job
Sri. S. Dandapani, age 27 is a B.Com. graduate with
| class marks and computer knowledge. He is seerely
disabled and belongs to poor family. He has some
experience and needs job.
Contact address: Sri. S. Dandapani, No.6, | Cross,
Vazhudavour Road, Ramanapuram, Puducherry-605 009.
Ph. 9600573010.

QUIZ COMPETITION FOR SCHOOL STUDENTS

ON THE LIFE OF MAHATMA GANDHI, PANDIT NEHRU AND SUBRAMANIA BHARATHY

Nandini Voice for the Deprived and “Karthik Hand
for the Needy” a NGO have pleasure in announcing quiz
competition for school students studying in government
owned and government aided schools in Chennai, on
the life of Mahatma Gandhi, Jawaharlal Nehru and
Subramania Bharathy.

The objective of the competition is to encourage
the students studying in the government owned and
government aided schools, most of whom belong to the
families from lower income group, to study the life sketch
of the above great national leaders and role models.

In today’s India, due to the rapidly deteriorating
political standards in the country and the media getting
under the control of business houses and operating with
business motives, the youth are fed with many negative
ideas. The good things happening in society are not
highlighted often and the stress is on feeding the people
with sensational news and happenings relating to rape ,
murder and violence. Sex oriented subjects are
increasingly being focused by the media. Many
newspapers with great traditions are now publishing semi
nude photographs of women almost everyday as a matter
of sales policy.

This is a sad scenario, which is affecting the outlook
and attitude to life of the youth. Since the present day
political and business leaders are no more the role
models, the students do not have many persons to
emulate them in their life.

There is great need to remind the younger generation
, particularly the students in the formative age group about
the great personalities who have lived in this country.
The younger generation should be told that we have a
tradition that we should be proud of.

The above quiz competition would be an incentive
for the students to think about the great personalities of
India and understand their philosophy, objectives and
outlook.

The quiz competition would be carried out in several
batches in Chennai and the prizes will be distributed to
five best performing teams in the month of December,09.

Individual letters are being sent to several
government owned and government aided schools in
Chennai about this quiz competition.

Further details can be obtained from Nandini Voice
for the Deprived, Tel:- 24916037

about $28.66m (€20.35m) in bribes.

believes the person has repented.

DEATH SENTENCE FOR CORRUPTION IN CHINA

A former chairman of Asian refiner Sinopec has received suspended death sentence in China for accepting

Tonghai Chen was sentenced to death with a two-year reprieve in a verdict given by Beijing’s No.2 intermediate
court. A suspended death penalty can be commuted to life in jail and then 20 years in prison or less, if the court
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Readers’ forum

Readers’ forum provides space for the enlightened readers to give expression to their views @
variety of socio economic issues that is of relevance to the society

d

s

Further enrichment of the journal with your thoughtful inputs would certainly go a long way ...

promoting the cause that the journal seeks to espouse.

Naming of colonies, roads, institution etc.
after politicians

Dear Sir

Apropos the write up on naming of r oads, bridges
after politicians (Nandini Voice For The Deprived, August
2009), the culture of naming places after the name of
politicians in a big way was started by the DMK party
soon after capturing power in Tamil Nadu.

The districts were named after their leaders.
Universities were named after them like Anna University,
MGR Medical Uniersity,Madurai Kamaraj University. The
law university was named after AmbedkarThe main
roads and posh colonies in Chennai wee given names
of the top political leader.

The pity is that no college let alone university is
named after the noble laureate Dr.C.V.Raman and
Dr.S.Chandrasekhar There were many luminaries other
than politicians who could have been honoured.

But the present day politicians in power are in a
hurry to perpetuate their names only.

Coimbatore M.R.Pllai

.
Appeal to senior politicians

Dear Sit,

Prime Minister insists that developed nations should

nations, to combat global recession caused due to the
melt down of global economy.

In the same way, the senior politicians should shed
their greed for power, position and possession and alow
the younger persons to occupy strategic positions that
would enable them to work for development and
prosperity. The younger leaders would certainly wipe
out the tears of the weak er sections of our society better.

UPA ministers have now commenced their game of
advertising to boost their images along with those of
Prime Minister and UPA chair person.

How is it that Comptroller and Auditor General is
closing his eyes on such looting of lakhs of rupees of
public funds?

The young lawyers should take up the issue and
file case in Supreme Court and cry a halt to such a
heinous plunder of public money.

The money so saved can be used to open schools,
public health centres, roads, communications etc in rural
areas to achieve economic and social progress. It is a
pity that Prime Minister keeps his eyes closed to such
vain and wanton shows.

shed their attitude of protectionism to enable developing  Chennai K.N.Narayana Pilai

Confession of Navy Chief

India’s Navy Chief Admiral Suresh Metha, Chairman of the Chief of staff committee has said that I ndia
would not be a match for China should a conflict arise between these two countries. He has further said
that it would be foolhardy to compare India and China as equals. He went on to say that, “in mi litary
terms” both unconventional and conventional, | ndia have neither the capability nor the intention to match
China, force by force. He almost advocated that | ndia should cooperate with China and common sense
would indicate that cooperation with China would be better.

On reading the above speech of India’s Navy Chief one would wonder whether it was a speech of
India’s Navy Chief or the chief of Army of China. One should say that this indicates a state of helplessness
and lack of initiative. Can we also sg that it indicates shamelessness?.

It is not that ev ery country should militarily match each other. The relations and conflicts between the
nations are based on sewral factors which the Government should tackle. The job of the Navy Chief is to
do his job competently. If he has any issues, it should be discussed with the Government in private. While
creating a sense of fear in the country, the Chief of Navy staff has made the Chinese Gorernment and its
military happy.
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THE VEDANTA AND UPANISHADS

[ The V edas are divided mainly into two portions: the K

work portion and the knowledge portion.

arma kanda and the Jnana kanda — the ]

To the K arma kanda belong the famous
hymns and the rituals or Br  ahmanas.

Those books which treat of spiritual matters
apart from ceremonials, are called Upanishads.
The Upanishads belong to the Jnana kanda or
knowledge portion. It is not that all the
Upanishads were composed as a separ ate portion
of the V edas. Some are interspersed among the
rituals and at least one is in the Sambhita or h
portion.

ymn

Sometimes, the term Upanishad is applied
to books which are not included in the V edas —
e.g.the Gita; but as a rule it is applied to the
philosophical treatises scattered through the
Vedas. These treatises ha ve been collected and
are called the V edanta.

The term Shruti- meaning “that which is
heard” — though including the whole of the V edic
liter ature, is chiefly appliedb  ythe commentators
to the Upanishads.

The Upanishads are said to be one hundred
and eight in number . Their dates cannot be fix ed
with certaint y — only it is certain that they are
older than the Buddhistic mo vement. Though
some of the minor Upanishads contain allusions
indicating a later date, y et that does not pro ve
the later date of the treatise, as in v ery man y
cases in Sanskrit liter  ature, the substance of a
book, though of v ery ancient date, receiv es a
coating, as it were, of later ev ents in the hands
of the sectarians, to exalt their particular sect.

The commentaries are of v arious sorts such
as the Bhash ya, Tika, Tippani, Churni, etc. - of
which all ex cept the Bhash ya are explanation of
the text or difficult words in the text.

Bhash ya is not properly a commentary , but
the elucidation of a system of philosoph y out of
texts, the object being not to explain the words,
but to bring out a philosoph y. So the writer of a
Bhash ya expands his own system, taking texts
as authorities for his system.

There ha ve been v arious commentaries on
the V edanta. Its doctrines found their final

expression in the philosophical aphorisms of
Vyasa. The treatise, called the Uttar a Mimamsa,
is the standard authorit y of V edantism-na vy, is
the most authoritativ e exposition of the Hindu
scriputures. The most antagonistic sects ha ve
been compelled,as it were , to tak e up the texts
of Vyasa and harmonise them with their own
philosoph vy.

Even in v ery ancient times, the
commentatorsontheV  edantaphilosoph y formed
themselv es into the three celebr  ated Hindu sects
of dualists, qualified non dualists and non-
dualists. The ancient commentaries are perhaps
lost; butthey ha vebeenreviv edin moderntimes
by the post Buddhistic commentators, Shankar a,
Ramanuja and Madh va.

Shankar a reviv ed the non-dualistic form,
Ramanuja, the qualified non dualistic form of the
ancient commentator Bodha  yana and Madh va,
the dualistic form. In India, the sects differ
mainly in their philosoph vy ; the difference in
rituals is slight, the basis of their philosoph y and
religion being the same.

The word which is “creation” in the English
language is in Sanskrit exactly “projection,
because there is not sect in India which believ es
in creation as it is regarded in the W est — a
something coming out of nothing. What we mean
by creation is projection of that which already
existed.

The V edanta and the Sankh  ya philosoph y are
very little opposed to each other . The V edanta
God dev eloped out of the Sanky a’s Purusha. All
the systems tak e up the psy chology of the
Sankh ya.

Both the V edanta and the Sankh vya believ e
in the infinite soul; only the Sankh ya believ es
there are man y souls. According to the Sankh ya,
this univ erse does not require an y explanation
from outside. The V  edanta believ es that there is
the one Soul, which appears as man y; and we
build on the Sankh ya’'s analysis.

Courtesy: Selections from Publication of
Advaita Ashr am, Maua vati. Almor a, Himala ya
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SHOULD 10

™ BOARD EXAMS BE SCRAPPED ?

Contributed b y Ravi Palliah PGT(ENGLISH)
Zion M.H.S .S. Selaiyur

Chikunguniya, typhoid, malaria, bird flu, swine flu...
The list goes on. Can we add exam fever also to the
list? Oh! What a dreadful fever. Any student would
naturally dread such a virus and take all possible care
to prevent getting infected but can he avoid it.

Yes, we are talking about examinations and the
latest issue is “Should 10" board exams be scrapped”.

10" board exams should not be scrapped but
modification of the system by a consensus should be
arrived at. The emotion of f ear should be removed — for
that the school and the teachers should hold the primary
responsibiity.

In the first place, scrapping of exams would mean
that intr oducing the same was an error. Didn’t we all
come through the same process? Were examinations
really a stress? No one ewen thought about such things.

Then why the hue and cry today? Stress, tension is
more a creation of 21t century than any real
development. Can a doctor prove himself successiul
without an examination — be it an ordinary blood test or
a scan of our complex bodies?.

Now let us discuss a realistic situation. A child has
to select his/her group of study after 10 " std. How can
this be done? Definitely the school will conduct an annual

examination — form a cut off. The student will strive to
get more marks. So they are preparing for the
examinations. If there would be no examinations, the
criteria for selection will become a bone of contention.

So what is the di fference in a child writing an internal
annual examination or an examination conducted by
externals?

A board exam will create some psychological fear
which must be done away with by the school. Regular
revision tests would eliminate fear and doubt from the
minds of the students. Let each exam be treated like a
board exam. The faultlies in us because we have created
an exclusive zone — “Board exams”.

Further, it has been noticed that a student usual ly
studies, if there is an examination. If the 10" exam is
eliminated, the child will probably not take studies
seriously till 12" std, thereby not gaining the basic
knowledge; so very important to bui Id the infrastructure
for higher studies.

Grading instead of allotting marks could be another
attempt to r emove fear and thereby help a student to
learn and write better. If a chi ld scores a particular grade,
he/she should be considered as having passed.

*kkkk

LET 10 ™ BOARD EXAM S BE OPTIONAL

Contributed b y Ms.Banumathi Nagarajan,Chennai

The very word “exam” denotes “ex ceptional and
mediocre’ The word that discriminates the two classes.

The present grading system lays more importance
on the grades rather than the extr a curricular activities
of the students. A smart student gets a perf ect score
and a mediocre student gets a normal score. This is
where a mediocre student is separated from an
exceptional one.

If the boar d exam have to be the only w ay by means
of which an individuals intelligence is tested, then it is
not a good scale of measuring a student’s proficiency.

Because in the current generation, the young
people’s mind is confined not within the academics alone.
Many are academicaly good, some are artistically
inclined, a few others are mystically focused (i.e. they
want to understand the r eal meaning of life). Some are
prodigies. They do not want to aim high in |ife even
though they are capable.

The board exam evaluates the student’s intelligence
to the core and if she/he does well, it drives a pathway
for him/her to enter a pr emier institute in | ndia or
abroad. Thus, it acts as a device for assessing a students
performance and it also helps to maintain the standar d
of the school. Also X board exam forms a basic foundation
for the students to get used to the exam and the stamina
to get out of anxiety and finally he is ready to appear
for the forthcoming competitive exam.

There are so many advantages and disadvantages
in the board exam.

Advantages are: The board set the syllabus for the
class, the question pattern and the way of answering
are also outlined. The students are trained according to
the syllabus, so that they can narrow down their focus
only on the syllabus.

The disadvantage is that it creates an unnecessary
phobia or tension among the student community as well
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SHOULD 10 ™ BOARD EXAMS BE SCRAPPED

as the parents community. The students are tense
because they want to excel in their exams. Parents are
worried because they want their wards to get into a
good college.

Alsg, it draws a sharp line of discrimination between
a good performing student and an under performing
student owing to their marks.

During the board exam, the kind of str ess lewvel that
a parent can have is really unimaginable. If this boar d
exam has created such a strain and anxiety to both
students and parents, then the question arises, “Do we
really need this board?”

Another interesting point | would | ike to mention is
about the tuition centres which are associated with the
board exam. So many tuition centers have cropped up
to meet the educational needs of the students and the
tuition centres are also minting a lot of money. One
important point is that a bo y/girl who goes to a tui tion
centre knows maths and science beter than a boy who
is studying in a remote village and not going to tui tion

centre. The students from villages can not compete
equally with other students because he is not exposed
to different kinds of problems or skills. The tuition centres
have become more popular in all metro cities and that
is why a boy/girl who has been brought up in a metro
city is well prepared for any competitive exam, if he
stays focused in his academics.

Is there any other alternative way of assessing the
student’s performance? es, there are so many ways,
but we are not implementing it.

Finaly, | would | ike to conclude that the boar d exam
is meant only for those who do exceptionally well in
their academics (or) who are very keen to go to the top
universities in I ndia or abroad. It is not f or the mediocre
students who want to do well in the field of their own
interest. Let the mediocre students be as they are. Let
the exceptionals be exceptionals.

It is better that the students can have the board
exam at the XlI grade level and not at the X grade
levels and let it be optional at X grade level.

During the 15™ Lok Sabha Elections, in one
constituency, a particular candidate wielding state
support, let loose his agents throughout the
constituency with a voters’ list and bundles of Rs.500/
currency notes. Every house was visited. Every voter,
irrespective of her/his status w as gifted with a Rs.500/
note. The candidate won, hands down.

None raised any protest. Had the other 542
constituencies emulated such an example, what would
have been the fate of our democracy? It would have
attracted universal contempt.

What is the solution to eschew such devils and
evils ? The answer has been shown by the Kerala
electorate with near 100% | iteracy.

The educated enlightened electorate vote for the
right candidate based on merit. Money cannot buy votes
in Kerala. Film stars or dynasties cannot wag their tails
there. Even during Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru's period,
Kerala voters taught him a lesson by installing the first
non congress government by voting to power the
communist party of I ndia.

A noble example prevalent prior to independence
in a centre of learning in Madras is worth mentioning.

ROLE OF SOCIAL SERVICE LEAGUES

Contributed by: K.N.Narayana Pilai, Chennai

There was Layola Colege Social Service League actively
run by dedicated students.

During holidays, the students visited the
neighbouring slums and rendered social service. Their
patron in 1947 was Lady Nye, the governor’s wife. She
gifted to the Social Service League for equitable
distribution slates, pencils, scales, mik powder packets,
oil for bath, chocolates etc. The volunteers saw to it
that every child went to school. With the milk powder
added to their f ood intake, every child smiled. Eventually
the slums started smiling and shining.

Had all the educational institutions followed the
noble example of this educational institution, 100%
literacy could have been attained in Pandit Jawaharlal
Nehru’s regime itself. Self-sufficiency in other spheres
also could have been secured.

Even now, it is not too late to implement such an
enthusiastic scheme. The publc and the governments
at all levels should wake up.

Only with such nation building efforts and
spreading of literacy, corruption in pol itics and electoral
practices can be eliminated. This is a pre condition for
having quality democracy in India.
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PROCEEDINGS OF SELF EMPLOYMEI\IZKI'MHINFRROGRAMME
FOR VISUAKLIMRAIRED PERSONS

Nandini Voice For The Deprived organized a self employment motivation programme for the visually impaired
persons at Perungudi, Chennai on 8" August,2009.

The programme was attended by 24 visually impaired persons from lower income group.

The programme was addressed by Sri. N.S.Venkataraman, Trustee, Nandini Voice for the Deprived,;
Sri. A. Vijayakumar, M. Phil. (a visually impaired person), Lecturer, Presidency Colege Chennai; Ms. Vani Sukumatr,
a social activist; Sri. R. Sundararaman, Asst. Genemal Manager, State Bank of I ndia and Sri. TA.P Varadakutti,
President, Tamil Nadu Physically Handicapped Welfare Association. Ms. Jayamala, social activist coordinated
the programme.

The programme was carried out by lectures, interactive discussions and question and answer session.
Several suggestions were provided to the visually impaired persons about self employment opportunities.

It was pointed out that the visually impaired persons have several attributes such as excellent memory
power, capability to focus their minds on specific issues with great clarity and high level of dedication to the task
undertaken. The level of determination and mental agility of the visually impaired persons was particularly
stressed. It was explained to the visually impaired persons that with such attributes, they can become high
quality entrepreneurs and all they need is encouragement and support from the society and the government.

Several case studies were presented to the visually impaired persons about the emerging self employment
opportunities particularly suited to their needs , such as translators and interpreters of foreign languages,
making eco friendly products based on naturally available materials etc.

A group of visually impaired persons decided during the meeting to organize themselves as sef help group
and immediately proceed with the task of self employing themselves.

Nandini Voice for the Deprived assured support for the visually impaired persons in their self employment
pursuits by providing them continuous guidance and mentor service.

VISUALY IMRAIRED PERSONS INTERACTING DURING THE SELF EMPLOY MEON MRQDGRAMME
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IS THE COUNTRY BEING HANDED OVER
TO LIQUOR DEMONS?

It is alarming to hear that ev en young boys in the age group of around 13 are taking liquor and are
becoming liquor addicts in the teenage itself. It is said that i t is not uncommon to find school students
coming to the class rooms in drunken state in some of the government owned schools in rural areas.

Obviously, state governments have been responsible for this deplorable situation.

Prohibition policy was dearest to the heart of
Mahatma Gandhi, Geat patriots and national leaders
like Rajaji laid great stress on banning the sale and
consumption of liquor in the country.

In the state of. Tamil Nadu , it is said that at least 50
percent of the y outh have now taken to drinking habit.
Students consume liquor in the college hostels. We often
read news about drunken students and youth indulging
in public nuisance and they quarrel between themselves
that even lead to murder. Several news have appeared
that policemen are drunk in the dut y hours. Many senior
bureaucrats including IAS and IPS ar becoming liquor

addicts . Such conditions should cause national concern.

Even in such sad scenarig the state governments
except that of Gujar at state, are keen to increase their
sale of liquor unmindful of the harm that is being done
to the society at large. The state governments do not
seem to be concerned about the disturbance to peace
in thousands of poor families, where women are
undergoing heavy sufferings due to drunken husbands.

The liguor companies seem to be happiest one due
to the steadily increase in liguor consuming population
and the governments that are keen to promote sale of
liquor. The profit and prosperity of the liquor companies
are soaring everyday. The happiness of the liquor

companies are inversely proportional to the happiness
index of the country.

The country has just withessed one of the best ever
year for liquor sale — be it beer, IMFL or country liquor.

The past year was a tough one for many in the
country, with economic slowdown, job cuts and salary
cuts. Still liquor trade saw some heady numbers.

IMFL grew by over 13% plus and the beer industry
witnessed a 10.63% growth in 2008-09 fiscal.

According to a data compiled by CMIE, India
produced 4.51 lakh kilolitres of beer in 2008-09. The
IMFL (Indian made foreign liquor) production was
stepped up by 13.56% to 3.43 lakh ki lolitres and country
liquor production rose by 32.83% at 2.47 lakh ki lolitres.

The industry is buoyant and that has brought new
players into the tr ade.

The IMFL industry is expecting further growth in
the days ahead. In the past thr ee years, IMFL production
has increased by 18% or so while consumption has
galloped at 25% or mor e.

Beer production hit at all time high in the fiscal ended
March 2009. Beer consumption is steadily increasing and
the industry is progressing.

Global brewer SABMiler expects beer consumption
in the country to rise fiv e fold over the next five years.

Dizzying numbers
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Beer 270446 295515 372194 407665 451001
Indian made foreign liquor| 183178 233400 272834 303328 343331
Country liquor 139285 142673 155326 186106 247198
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PROFILE OF POET TOYOHIKO KAGAWA — THE WORKER IN A SLUM

Continued from previous issue

The Japanese poet T oyohik o Kagawa represented the noblest tr aditions of Eastern
and W estern spiritual faith, who pr acticed an “applicational” religion which deriv ed
from holiness and flowered in the poetry of life.

Kagawa was a kind hearted person who lived in Japan several decades back, serving the cause of
deprived and downtrodden.

We recogniz e him as belonging to the lineage of a K abir or as a follower of St.Fr ancis.

A contempor ary of Gandhiji, this Japanese saint took to the same path of sanctit y
and service. While K agawa limited himself mainly to the life of a reformer among

slum dwellers and during his last y ears, to the service of destitute fishermen and
labourers, the unlimited testimon y of his dedication is with all mankind. Is there a

city either in East or W
can afford to ignore his challenge to humanit

est — let us think of India — which does not need him, which

The first part of his story and service to mankind w
issue. The second and concluding part is published in this issue.

y?
as published in A ugust 2009

Shikawa district in Japan swarmed with under
nourished children, covered from head to foot with
scrofula and various kinds of skin diseases. Infant
mortality was staggering.

Kagawa continued his studies at the Seminary and
in addition tried to help the people of Shinka wa. His hut
was always full of people who could not find shelter
elsewhere. They were the sick, the unfortunates and
Kagawa welcomed them with a heart full of love. Here
was an opportunity for him to act out the S ermon on
the Mount in one of the most needy places of the earth.

Life in the slum

After living in the slums a short time, K agawa wrote
the following poem:

One month in the slums and | am sad, so sad

| seem devil possessed or mad.

Sweet Heaven sends no miracle to ease this hell;

But here there are slippery streets, which never

are dry;

They are lined with open sewers, where rats

come out to die;

Tattered paper doors stand wide to winds that

beat;

The houses are all of a reddish black, like the

hue of stale whale meat;

Filth on the flimsy ceilings, dirt in the musty air;
Elbowed out of their crowded rooms, people are
everywhere;

All night long they cr ouch in the cold, huddled on
broken benches,

Where there’s never a moment’s lifting of the
heavy stenches

| came to bring God to the slum;

But | am dumb, dismayed;

Betrayed by those whom | would aid;

Pressed down, so sad | fear that | am mad.

Is there no way

That help can come?

Empty wardrobe

Some people thought that Kagawa was the son of
arich man. Others thought that he w as receiving money
from Christian charities. These people therefore
considered it their right to ask him f or his possessions.
Beggars demanded clothes claiming that failure in
complying to their wishes would indicate that K agawa
was not a truly r eligious man. Kagawa gave away all his
garments until he had nothing left out ex ceptone thin
cotton kimono. As can be seen from his following poem
“One Garment Left”, his empty wardrobe did not bother
him:

12
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PROFILE OF POET TOYOHIKO KAGAWA — THE WORKER IN A SLUM

One Garment Left

I have no one to make a garment for me;

Nor yet a garment to be made.

My clothes are soiled and torn and tattered.

On the streets, the people stare at me each time |
leave the slums.

But those who clothe themselves in borrowed garb
Are like a crow wearing a peacock’s feathers —Fools!
As for myself, bare legs, short shirt, sweatband on
brow,

| gird me up to move the world!

And when | wash my one poor garment, still with
filth,

Naked | wait for it to dry.

Naked, | kneel down at the cr ossing in the mud,
To weep and pray.

Stripped thus of all that Thou hast given me,
Lord, | would giv e again my all to Thee!.

Bullies came and demanded money from Kagawa.
When he refused them, they attacked him personally,
smashed his furniture and stole his cooking utensils.
But he never hit back, for had he done so his work in
Shinkawa would have come to a sudden end. Many times
he fled from Shinkawa but each time he returned soon
and carried on as if nothing had happened.

Once while still a theological student and unmarried,
Kagawa adopted an infant I shi in order to save his life.
The infant’s adopted mother was in jail and the infant
was running a high fever. Kagawa took the infant home
with him and spent many days and sleepless nights
nursing it back to health.

His poem “When Tears are Mingled” describes the
emotional experience he went through.

When Tears Are Mingled

Dawn coming in thr ough the greyness
Lights up the place where she lies;

| am sudden with sleep, but | w aken
At my starveling’s fretful cries.

She is here on the floor beside me
Wrapped in rags that stink;

| change them;

I hold her to f eed her,

And sob as she struggles to drink.

Thin little dirty baby,

Wailing with pain all the while,

But | taste the bl iss that no life should miss
When | look in her eyes and smile!

Ah she is il little Ishi,
Life has abused her so;
Safe from the friend who had meant to kill.

What are you quiet, I shi?

Why are your eyes shut, why?
Wait, oh wait, little sick one,

It is too soon to die

Think of my struggle to save you,
Will you not stay with me?
Listen; Death shall not tak e you.

From then on | shi got better. The baby’s real mother
was traced after four months of inquiry. She wanted
Ishi back and promised to take good care of her.

Kagawa worked day and night in the slums. He
visited the sick, fed the hungry, comforted the sorrowing
and lodged the homeless. Vagrants, criminals, young
and old came to him for advice and comfort.

Above all, Kagawa placed great faith in the children.
He believed that all the slum children under ten years
of age could be saved and after that age, ther e was
little hope of salvation. Salvation meant recreation as
living, hoping men and women; the chance for self
respect and creative opportunity.

Love is the essence of universe

The only means of achieving this salvation,
according to Kagawa was by love.

“Love, he said; fears no evil, love recreates all, love
is the final world salvation.”. He also maintained that,
“Love is the eternal and revolutionary principle and
without it social progress in any true sense is
unthinkable” Love is the essence of the universe.

Love was the driving force in Kagawa'’s life. In his
“Meditations”, he wrote the following: “I am impel led to
love. This in me is an instinct stronger and mightier
than the desire to be loved. From seven until seventeen,
| was in continuous anguish because of a yearning for
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the love of others. Now that | ha ve passed lfe’s fortieth
milestone, the urge to love is by far more compelling.

“When | love my children | am conscious of the
highest of all happiness. | want to love, this may be
called my passion to live creatively. | have an inner
impulse to forget myself in my love for others.”

It was through love and not force that he sought to
change the slums of Shinkawa.

His plan was to first awaken the people of Shinkawa
to their own need, serve them, aid the sick, teach the
children, find the people work and final ly arouse the
conscience of al the citizens of Kobe to this scandal in
their midst. He dreamed of destroying the shacks, huts
and alleys and in their place building tenement blocks.

Kagawa worked hard to achieve these aims and
through his sacrifice, zeal and persistence he suceeded,;
his work was intrinsic and well planned; a rare
combination. Shinkawa slum does not exist now and in
its place stand decent dwellings and clean houses.

Kagawa went into Shinkawa thinking that he had
but a short time to | ive and despite his poverty and
tremendous il health, he never hesitated, never refused
to help and never spared himself.

“He gave himself continuously and beside this great
gift any expenditure of money seems a paltry
consideration. In this eternal self giving lies his recipe
for happiness”.

V

Nandini VV oice F or the Depriv ed
those from lower income group

OBJECTIVE :

persons belonging to lower income group in T
Tamil Nadu and in o verseas countries.

Nandini V oice for the Depriv

FREE SPOKEN ENGLISH COURSE
FOR UNDERPRIVILEGED

is starting free spok

In recent times, due to the difficulties in acquiring adequate skill in Spok
amilNadu are unable to tak

To enable the y outh from lower income group
ed is organising Spok

Dur ation :- 6 months
Venue:- 54, First Main R oad,Thirumalai Nagar Annex
Eligibilit y : - Age should be less than 21y  ears

Should ha ve passed plus two examination.

en English course for the benefit of

en English, man y
e up jobs outside

to impro ve their emplo vyability,

en English course.

e,Perungudi,Chennai-96.

Family income should be less than Rs.4000/- per month.
Nandini v oice For the Depriv ed is also pro viding free six months course in computer

oper ations to the students from lower income group

Those interested can contact
Nandini V oice for the Depriv ed, Tele:- 24916037 / 24961792
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Drought situation and spiralling
food prices are threatening
to make the life of poor

even more desperate.

What the wealthy politicians and
well paid bureaucrat s in the
Government will do for the poor?
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